
The Mesmerizing World of Moving Sites:
Unveiling the Allure of Investigating Site
Specific Dance Performance
Have you ever witnessed a dance performance that completely transcends the
boundaries of a traditional stage? A performance that captivates not only through
skillful movements but by ingeniously utilizing the surrounding environment as a
central element of the choreography?

Enter the enchanting realm of site-specific dance performances, where artists
effortlessly merge their creative vision with the unique characteristics of a specific
location. From abandoned warehouses to idyllic landscapes, these performers
break free from conventional stages to create something truly mesmerizing and
awe-inspiring.

In this article, we will dive deep into the world of moving sites, exploring the
captivating concept of investigating site specific dance performance. Prepare to
be enthralled as we unravel the secrets behind this increasingly popular form of
artistic expression.
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What is Site Specific Dance Performance?

Site specific dance performance, also known as site-specific dance or site dance,
refers to a style of dance where the performance is intricately tailored to a specific
location. Unlike traditional dance performances that take place within a traditional
theater or stage setting, site-specific performances make use of the architectural,
cultural, and natural elements of a site to enhance the choreography and overall
artistic experience.

Imagine a dancer gracefully moving through an industrial building, their
movements mirroring the stark lines and steel structures around them. Or a group
of performers seamlessly blending into a bustling city street, drawing inspiration
from the urban rhythm and energy.

One of the most fascinating aspects of site-specific dance performance is its
ability to completely transform the way we perceive and experience a space. By
bringing dance outside the confines of a theater, performers challenge the
traditional boundaries of art and invite us to rediscover our surroundings in a
whole new light.

The Allure of Investigating Site Specific Dance Performance

So, why should we explore site-specific dance performance? What makes it such
a captivating and relevant form of artistic expression in today's world? Let's delve
into the allure of investigating this captivating dance genre.

The Intersection of Art and Environment
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Site-specific dance performances enable artists to engage with their environment
in a profound and meaningful way. By using the features and characteristics of
the site as artistic materials, dancers create a symbiotic relationship between
their movements and the space that surrounds them.

Through this fusion, new narratives emerge, intertwining the art of dance with the
history, culture, and natural elements of a specific location. Site-specific
performances act as a bridge between the artist and the environment, inviting the
audience to witness the beauty and complexity of their surroundings in a dance-
driven exploration.

Captivating Audiences

Have you ever stumbled upon a spontaneous dance performance in a public
space? The unexpected nature of site-specific dance has the power to captivate
and engage passersby in a way that traditional performances often fail to
achieve. The element of surprise and the raw emotions conveyed through the
artform make it incredibly enticing for unsuspecting audiences.

As viewers witness dancers in unexpected locations, they become active
participants in the performance, blurring the line between performer and
spectator. This immersive experience not only sparks curiosity but also elicits a
sense of wonder that stays with the audience long after the performance has
ended.

Unveiling the Creative Process

The creative process behind investigating site-specific dance performances is a
captivating journey filled with innovation, collaboration, and a deep understanding
of the chosen location. Let's explore the steps involved in bringing these
mesmerizing performances to life.



Research and Inspiration

Before embarking on the creative process, dancers and choreographers must
immerse themselves in thorough research and exploration. This involves studying
the site's history, its architectural elements, cultural significance, and any other
relevant information that can inform the choreography and concept.

Artists find inspiration through their observations and interactions with the site,
identifying key features that will serve as the foundations of their performance.
This research phase lays the groundwork for the subsequent artistic decisions,
ensuring a coherent and deeply immersive experience for the audience.

Collaboration and Adaptation

As with any art form, site-specific dance performance often requires collaboration
between dancers, choreographers, musicians, and other artists. By combining
their talents, skills, and perspectives, the creative team can develop a
harmonious and thought-provoking piece that showcases the unique qualities of
the chosen site.

Adaptation is a crucial aspect of the creative process, as dancers must navigate
and respond to the ever-changing conditions of their environment. Whether it's
adjusting movements to fit the spatial constraints or incorporating unexpected
elements that arise during practice, adaptability is key to creating a seamless and
captivating performance.

Embracing Moving Sites: A Look into Notable Performances

Now that we've explored the concept and allure of investigating site-specific
dance performance, it's time to delve into some remarkable examples of this
captivating art form. These performances have pushed the boundaries of
traditional dance and left indelible marks on audiences worldwide.



Pina Bausch's "Kontakthof" (1978)

German dancer and choreographer Pina Bausch mesmerized audiences with her
groundbreaking piece, "Kontakthof," which took place in various non-conventional
locations. This thought-provoking production explored themes of love,
relationships, and societal norms, with the performers interacting intimately with
the chosen sites.

Nacera Belaza's "La Traversée" (2006)

Algerian-French choreographer Nacera Belaza challenged the boundaries of
traditional dance performance with her piece "La Traversée." This captivating
performance took place outdoors in a desert landscape, where dancers explored
themes of migration, transformation, and the human connection to nature.

Elevator Repair Service's "Gatz" (2006)

Set in an office space, "Gatz" by the New York-based theater ensemble Elevator
Repair Service presented a unique blend of theater and dance. This site-specific
performance ingeniously transformed the mundane setting into a captivating
narrative, leaving audiences in awe of the performers' integration with the
environment.

In : Dancing Beyond Boundaries

Investigating site-specific dance performance unveils a world of creative
exploration, where artists seamlessly merge movement and environment to
create captivating and transformative experiences. By breaking free from
traditional stages, dancers draw us into a mesmerizing world that challenges our
perceptions and expands our understanding of art and space.

As you venture into the world of moving sites, prepared to be enthralled by the
ingenuity, innovation, and pure magic that unfolds through site-specific dance



performance. The allure of this art form lies not only in the captivating
performances themselves but in the exploration of our surroundings through the
lens of dance.
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Moving Sites explores site-specific dance practice through a combination of
analytical essays and practitioner accounts of their working processes. In offering
this joint effort of theory and practice, it aims to provide dance academics,
students and practitioners with a series of discussions that shed light both on
approaches to making this type of dance practice, and evaluating and reflecting
on it.

　

The edited volume combines critical thinking from a range of perspectives
including commentary and observation from the fields of dance studies, human
geography and spatial theory in order to present interdisciplinary discourse and a
range of critical and practice-led lenses through which this type of work can be
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considered and explored. In so doing, this book addresses　the following
questions:

·　　　　　　　　 How do choreographers make site-specific dance
performance?

·　　　　　　　　 What occurs when a moving　body engages with site, place
and environment?

·　　　　　　　　 How might we interpret, analyse and evaluate this type of
dance practice through a range of theoretical lenses?

·　　　　　　　　 How can this type of practice inform wider discussions of
embodiment, site, space, place and environment?

　

This innovative and exciting book seeks to move beyond description and
discussion of site-specific dance as a spectacle or novelty and considers site-
dance as a valid and vital form of contemporary dance practice that explores,
reflects, disrupts, contests and develops understandings and practices of
inhabiting and engaging with a range of sites and environments.

Dr Victoria Hunter is Senior Lecturer in Dance at the University of Chichester.
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