
The Lost Tramways of Ireland Belfast:
Uncovering the Forgotten Transport Routes
Are you a history buff who loves exploring hidden gems? Or perhaps you have a
fascination with transportation systems of the past? If this sounds like you, then
prepare to go on a captivating journey as we delve into the lost tramways of
Belfast, Ireland. Strap in and get ready for a trip down memory lane as we
uncover these forgotten transport routes that once traversed the city.

The Rise and Fall of Tramways in Belfast

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, tramways were a common means of
public transportation in many cities around the world. Belfast was no exception.
The city's tramway network, initially powered by horse-drawn carriages,
eventually embraced electric trams in the early 1900s, revolutionizing the way
people moved around.

At its peak, the Belfast tramway system was the largest in Ireland, spanning over
50 miles and serving both the city and its suburbs. Travelling through bustling
streets and tranquil neighborhoods, these trams were an integral part of Belfast's
identity and development.
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Exploring the Forgotten Tramway Routes

Today, hardly any remnants of these once vibrant tramways can be seen in
Belfast. However, with a keen eye and some historical knowledge, it is still
possible to trace the paths where these trams once roamed. So, put on your
walking shoes and join us on a virtual tour of the lost tramways of Belfast.

1. The Belfast to Lisburn Line

Starting our journey south of Belfast, the Belfast-Lisburn tramway was a lifeline
for commuters and workers alike. This line, which opened in 1907, connected the
city center with the neighboring town of Lisburn. It was renowned for its scenic
route, meandering through picturesque countryside and bridging the urban-rural
divide.

Today, some remnants of this line can still be found, such as old tram shelters
and path markers. In certain areas, the original tram track alignments are still
visible, serving as a testament to the ingenuity and engineering prowess of the
time.

2. The City Center Circular Line

Heading back into the city, the City Center Circular Line was a bustling route that
offered easy access to Belfast's major landmarks and business districts. Trams
would transport passengers from one corner of the city to another, providing a
convenient mode of transport for both residents and visitors.

While the tramways are long gone from the city center, many streets still retain
their original layout, keeping the spirit of these trams alive. Take a stroll along
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Royal Avenue, Donegall Street, or Bridge Street, and immerse yourself in the
remnants of Belfast's vibrant tram history.

3. The Belfast to Holywood Line

Last but certainly not least, the Belfast-Holywood tramway line was a popular
choice for leisure seekers. Connecting Belfast with the picturesque coastal town
of Holywood, this route provided both locals and tourists with an idyllic escape
from city life.

Although the trams ceased operation decades ago, their presence is still felt
today. The beautiful station building in Holywood, which once served as a tram
depot, now houses various businesses, embracing its historical heritage.

An Ode to the Trams

As we conclude our journey through Belfast's lost tramways, it's important to
reflect on the impact these transport systems had on the city and its people. Not
only did they provide a way to move from one place to another, but they also
created a sense of community and pride amongst the citizens of Belfast.

While the trams may be long gone, their legacy lives on. Exploring the remnants
of these lost tramways allows us to appreciate the rich history and engineering
marvels of the past. So next time you find yourself wandering the streets of
Belfast, take a moment to imagine the clatter of wheels on tracks and the exciting
journeys that once took place.

Embark on your own adventure through Belfast's forgotten transport routes, and
let the ghostly whispers of the trams guide you.
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The first volume in the ‘Lost Tramways of Ireland’ series features the history of
the Belfast system, including its origins as a horse tramway in the 1870s, its
conversion to electric traction in the early 20th century, its role in two World Wars,
the conversion of the network to bus and trolleybus operation from the late 1940s
and the system’s eventual demise in 1954. Amongst the locations featured are
Glengormley, Greencastle and Bloomfield as well as York Road and Queen’s
Quay railway stations.
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