
The Life Of The Author Of Uncle Tom Cabin
Compiled From Her Letters And

Harriet Beecher Stowe, the remarkable author behind the impactful and influential
novel "Uncle Tom's Cabin," has an equally fascinating life story. By delving into
her letters and writings, we are able to explore the experiences and motivations
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that shaped her perspective and contributed to the creation of this
groundbreaking literary work.

Early Influences and Education

Born on June 14, 1811, in Litchfield, Connecticut, Harriet came from a prominent
and religious family. Her father, Lyman Beecher, was a renowned clergyman, and
her siblings also achieved prominence in various fields.
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During her childhood, Stowe's family encouraged intellectual pursuits, fostering
her passion for literature and writing. Her exposure to the abolitionist movement
through her father's involvement and discussions around the dinner table sparked
her interest in social justice and the plight of enslaved individuals.

Impact of Personal Experiences
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As Harriet Beecher Stowe grew older, she encountered several influential
moments that further shaped her perspective. Her move to Cincinnati, Ohio in
1832 exposed her to the realities of slavery, as the city bordered a slave state.

Teaching at the Western Female Institute in Cincinnati, Harriet encountered many
students who had escaped slavery and heard their harrowing stories firsthand.
These encounters deeply affected her and instilled a sense of urgency to expose
the injustices of the institution through her writing.

The Road to "Uncle Tom's Cabin"



In 1850, the Fugitive Slave Act was passed, which mandated the return of
escaped slaves to their owners. This controversial law, combined with her
personal experiences and growing abolitionist sentiment, provided Harriet with
the impetus to wield her pen against the injustice of slavery.

First published as a serial in the abolitionist newspaper "The National Era,"
Stowe's novel "Uncle Tom's Cabin" gained immense popularity. Its vivid depiction
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of the cruelties endured by enslaved individuals left an indelible mark on readers,
inspiring empathy and galvanizing the anti-slavery movement.

Controversial Reception and Lasting Legacy

While "Uncle Tom's Cabin" garnered widespread acclaim and ultimately had a
positive impact on public opinion, it also faced significant backlash, especially
from the South. Critics accused Stowe of inaccurate portrayals and promoting
sentiments that threatened the established social order.

Despite the controversy, the novel became a best-seller and brought the issue of
slavery to the forefront of public discourse. It ignited debates, highlighting the
deep divisions within American society and contributing to the tension that
eventually led to the American Civil War.

Harriet Beecher Stowe continued writing and advocating for various social causes
throughout her life. Her activism extended beyond abolitionism, as she also
championed women's rights and education reform.

The life of Harriet Beecher Stowe, the author of "Uncle Tom's Cabin," is a
testament to the power of literature in driving social change. Through her
firsthand encounters with slavery and her commitment to justice, Stowe crafted a
literary masterpiece that reverberated through the nation, contributing to the
eventual emancipation of enslaved individuals.

Her life, enriched by her passionate activism and dedication to addressing
societal injustices, serves as a reminder that each individual has the potential to
make a lasting impact through their words and actions.
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The life of the author of Uncle Tom's Cabin, compiled from her Letters and
Journals by her son Charles Edward Stowe.

"It seems but fitting, that I should preface this story of my life with a few notes of
instruction.
The desire to leave behind me some recollections of my life, has been cherished
by me, for many years past; but failing strength or increasing infirmities have
prevented its accomplishment.
At my suggestion and with what assistance I have been able to render, my son,
Ross Charles Edward Stowe, has compiled from my letters and journals, this
biography. It is this true story of my life, told for the most part, in my own words
and has therefore all the force of an autobiography.
It is perhaps much more accurate as to detail & impression than is possible with
any autobiography, written later in life.
If these pages, shall help those who read them to a firmer trust in God & a deeper
sense of His fatherly goodness throughout the days of our earthly pilgrimage I
can say with Valiant for Truth in the Pilgrim's Progress!
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I am going to my Father's & tho with great difficulty, I am got thither, get now, I do
not repent me of all the troubles I have been at, to arrive where I am.
My sword I give to him that shall succeed me in my pilgrimage & my courage &
skill to him that can get it.

Harriet Beecher Stowe"
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