The Intricate Connection: How Adults Shape
Children and Reproduce Culture

From the moment children enter this world, they embark on a journey of cultural
assimilation. As social beings, we inherit the existing culture from the adults
surrounding us. However, this process extends far beyond simple transmission. It
involves a complex web of interactions, shaping young minds and contributing to
the reproduction of culture. In this article, we delve into the intricate relationship

between adults, children, and the reproduction of culture.
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Understanding Culture Reproduction

Culture reproduction refers to the process by which a society's values, norms,
beliefs, and practices are sustained and passed down from one generation to
another. At its core, this process involves the transmission of social and cultural
knowledge from adults to children. Nonetheless, this transmission is not a one-
way street. Children actively engage with their cultural surroundings, internalize,

interpret, and reshape the culture they are exposed to.
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The Role of Adults in Shaping Culture

Adults play a crucial role in shaping a child's perception and understanding of the
world. They act as primary socializing agents, providing guidance, modeling
behavior, and setting examples. Whether it's through verbal communication,
parental teachings, or everyday interactions, adults influence a child's cognitive,

emotional, and social development.

These interactions are not limited to the immediate family. Children are exposed

to a broader network of adults throughout their lives. Teachers, caregivers,
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extended family members, and even peers contribute to the cultural reproduction
process. They introduce children to different perspectives, societal norms, and

values, enriching their understanding of the world.

Children as Active Participants

While adults provide the basis for cultural reproduction, children are not passive
recipients. They actively engage with their surroundings, developing their own
interpretations, and challenging established norms. Children's individual
experiences and perspectives shape their understanding of culture. This
interactive dynamic not only allows for cultural preservation but also contributes

to cultural evolution.

Institutional Influences on Cultural Reproduction

Aside from familial and social interactions, institutions such as schools, religious
organizations, and media also play significant roles in cultural reproduction.
These institutions act as secondary socialization agents, supplementing and

reinforcing the lessons learned at home.

Schools, for instance, introduce children to a standardized curriculum, aiming to
teach fundamental knowledge and values essential for societal functioning.
Similarly, religious institutions transmit religious beliefs and rituals, instilling moral
values and guiding life choices. Media, including television, movies, and the
internet, are yet another influential force shaping cultural reproduction. Its ability
to reach vast audiences allows media to introduce and shape cultural narratives,

ideologies, and consumer behaviors.

The Impact of Cultural Reproduction on Society

The reproduction of culture has far-reaching implications for society as a whole. It

ensures the continuity of norms, values, and traditions, providing a sense of



social cohesion. However, this process also has the power to perpetuate social

inequalities and reinforce existing power structures within a society.

Examining cultural reproduction allows us to identify and challenge these
inequalities, thereby promoting a more inclusive and equitable society. By
understanding the mechanisms of cultural reproduction, we can actively seek
ways to broaden children's exposure to diverse perspectives and encourage
critical thinking skills, enabling them to question and reshape the culture they

inherit.

The intricate relationship between adults, children, and the reproduction of culture
offers insights into how societies sustain themselves over time. Adults act as
cultural gatekeepers, shaping young minds and passing on their knowledge.
Simultaneously, children actively participate in this process, internalizing and
challenging cultural norms. By recognizing the dynamics of cultural reproduction,

we can work towards societal change and foster a more inclusive future.
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Within corporate media industries, adults produce children’s entertainment. Yet
children, presumed to exist outside the professional adult world, make their own
contributions to it—creating and posting unboxing videos, for example, that
provide content for toy marketers. Many adults, meanwhile, avidly consume
entertainment products nominally meant for children. Media industries
reincorporate this market-disrupting participation into their strategies, even

turning to adult consumers to pass fandom to the next generation.

Derek Johnson presents an innovative perspective that looks beyond the simple
category of “kids’ media” to consider how entertainment industry strategies invite
producers and consumers alike to cross boundaries between adulthood and
childhood, professional and amateur, new media and old. Revealing the social
norms, reproductive ideals, and labor hierarchies on which such transformations
depend, he identifies the lines of authority and power around which legacy media
institutions like television, comics, and toys imagine their futures in a digital age.
Johnson proposes that it is not strategies of media production, but of media
reproduction, that are most essential in this context. To understand these critical
intersections, he investigates transgenerational industry practice in television co-
viewing, recruitment of adult comic readers as youth outreach ambassadors,
media professionals’ identification with childhood, the branded management of
adult fans of LEGO, and the labor of child YouTube video creators. These
dynamic relationships may appear to disrupt generational and industry
boundaries alike. However, by considering who media industries empower when
generating the future in these reproductive terms and who they leave out,
Johnson ultimately demonstrates how their strategies reinforce existing power

structures.
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This book makes vital contributions to media studies in its fresh approach to the
intersections of adulthood and childhood, its attention to the relationship between
legacy and digital media industries, and its advancement of dialogue between
media production and consumption researchers. It will interest scholars in media
industry studies and across media studies more broadly, with particular appeal to
those concerned about the current and future reach of media industries into our

lives.
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