
The Inspirational Drama: The Bishop
Candlesticks Play In One Act

The Bishop Candlesticks play, written by Victor Hugo, is a compelling one-act
drama that captivates audiences with its powerful themes of redemption and
forgiveness. Set in early 19th-century France, this thought-provoking tale
explores the capacity of the human spirit to transform and seek redemption in the
face of adversity.

The Engaging Plot

The play opens with the protagonist, Bishop Myriel, an upright and
compassionate man who lives a modest life dedicated to serving others. His
unconditional acts of kindness and generosity contrast sharply with the desperate
Jean Valjean, a former convict who enters the scene. Valjean, driven by years of
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hardship and mistrust, attempts to steal the Bishop's candlesticks but is caught in
the act.
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What follows is a turning point in the play, as Bishop Myriel demonstrates a
remarkable act of forgiveness towards Valjean. Instead of condemning the thief to
further punishment, the Bishop offers him a second chance by giving him the
candlesticks. This pivotal moment serves as a catalyst for Valjean's
transformation and sets the stage for the overarching theme of redemption.

A Journey of Redemption

The subsequent events in the play revolve around Jean Valjean's struggle to
redeem himself and find inner peace. The Bishop's act of forgiveness awakens
Valjean's conscience and leads him on a journey towards personal redemption.
Through encounters with other characters and various challenges, Valjean
explores the depths of his own humanity and learns the value of forgiveness and
compassion.
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Valjean's path crosses with Fantine, a vulnerable young woman driven to
prostitution to support her daughter Cosette. When Fantine tragically dies,
Valjean promises to take care of Cosette, setting in motion a chain of events that
further test his commitment to redemption.

Themes of Forgiveness and Compassion

One of the key themes explored in The Bishop Candlesticks play is forgiveness.
Victor Hugo underscores the power of forgiveness as a transformative force that
can heal wounds and restore hope. The Bishop's act of forgiveness towards
Valjean not only impacts the life of a troubled man but also highlights the potential
for collective redemption within society.

The play also emphasizes the importance of compassion. Bishop Myriel sees
beyond Valjean's criminal past and recognizes the inherent goodness within him.
This understanding inspires Valjean to embrace compassion in his own journey
towards redemption, as he extends kindness and support to those less fortunate.

A Relatable Masterpiece

Despite being set in a specific historical context, The Bishop Candlesticks play
resonates with modern audiences due to its universal themes. The struggles
faced by its characters, the search for redemption, and the power of forgiveness
are timeless elements that continue to capture the imagination of audiences.

From the Bishop's moral fortitude to Valjean's profound transformation, the play
presents a compelling portrayal of human resilience and the potential for change.
It serves as a reminder that even in the darkest moments, there is always hope
for redemption and the capacity to overcome one's past mistakes.



The Bishop Candlesticks play is a captivating and inspiring one-act drama that
explores the themes of redemption, forgiveness, and compassion. Through the
journey of its characters, it reminds us of the transformative power of forgiveness
and the potential for personal growth and change. This thought-provoking
masterpiece continues to resonate with audiences today and serves as a
reminder of the enduring importance of empathy and understanding in our lives.
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The setting in this play is the Bishop’s Kitchen where the entire action takes
place. Apart from the good bishop, the other characters are the convict, Persome,
the Bishop’s sister who loves him but thinks that he lets people take advantage of
him, the little servant-girl Marie and the gendarmes, that is, the police officers,
who arrest the convict. The convict is originally a poor peasant who is under a
sentence of punishment for some offence, and in this play the convict is liable to
be punished even more harshly if he is caught because he has escaped from
prison. The Bishop’s compassion for him appeals to his human feelings.
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