
The Importance Of Being Earnest: A Student's
Guide

Are you a high school or college student studying literature? Are you looking for
an enjoyable play that is not only entertaining but also carries significant
academic value? Look no further than The Importance Of Being Earnest by
Oscar Wilde. In this student edition guide, we will delve into why this play is a
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must-read for any young learner, its relevance in contemporary society, and how
it can contribute to personal growth and academic success.

The Background

Published in 1895, The Importance Of Being Earnest is a comedic masterpiece
filled with wit, irony, and social commentary. Exploring themes of identity, love,
and societal expectations, Wilde uses satirical humor to criticize the rigidness and
hypocrisy of Victorian society.
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Language and Writing Style

One of the reasons why The Importance Of Being Earnest is an excellent choice
for students is its accessible language and engaging writing style. Unlike some
classic texts that can feel intimidating, Wilde's play is written in a conversational
tone with witty dialogue that keeps readers entertained and intrigued. The clever
use of wordplay and puns not only showcases Wilde's linguistic prowess but also
helps develop critical thinking and comprehension skills.

Character Development
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The play features a diverse cast of characters, each with their unique quirks and
flaws. From the witty and sardonic Algernon Moncrieff to the idealistic and
somewhat naive Gwendolen Fairfax, students can explore different personalities
and motivations. Analyzing character traits, intentions, and relationships in the
play allows readers to develop empathy, understand complex human nature, and
master the art of character analysis, essential skills for any literature student.

Social Commentary and Critique

Despite being written over a century ago, The Importance Of Being Earnest
remains highly relevant today. The play's satirical critique of societal norms and
conventions encourages students to question the status quo and consider the
implications of superficial appearances and societal expectations. Wilde's
commentary on the upper-class society of the time provides an opportunity to
reflect on contemporary issues of class, gender, and identity.

Relevance to Modern Society

Although set in Victorian England, the themes explored in The Importance Of
Being Earnest resonate with the challenges and conflicts of the present day.
Concepts such as self-identity, the pursuit of love, and the quest for authenticity
remain ever-relevant. By studying this play, students can gain a better
understanding of the complexities of human relationships, societal expectations,
and personal growth, preparing them to navigate today's fast-paced and often
superficial world.

Academic Value

Beyond its literary significance, studying The Importance Of Being Earnest
enhances critical thinking, analytical writing, and research skills. Students can
delve into the historical context, Victorian society, and the life of Oscar Wilde,
giving them a comprehensive understanding of the play's themes and underlying



messages. Furthermore, the play's comedic elements offer a unique opportunity
to explore the intersection of comedy and drama, expanding students'
appreciation for different genres of literature.

In , The Importance Of Being Earnest is a timeless play that holds immense value
for students. Its accessible language, engaging characters, and thought-
provoking social commentary make it an ideal choice for young learners looking
to explore the world of literature. By studying this play, students can hone their
critical thinking, analytical, and research skills, while also gaining a deeper
understanding of human nature and societal expectations. So, pick up a copy of
The Importance Of Being Earnest and embark on a journey of wit, humor, and
self-discovery!
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After all, who has the right to cast a stone against one who has suffered? Cannot
repentance wipe out an act of folly? Why should there be one law for me and
another for women?
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Wilde's 'trivial play for serious people', a sparkling comedy of manners, is the
epitome of wit and style. This brilliantly constructed satire with its celebrated
characters and much-quoted dialogue turns accepted ideas inside out and is
generally regarded as Wilde's masterpiece.

This Methuen Drama Student Edition of the play includes commentary and notes
by Lucie Sutherland, Assistant Professor in Drama at the University of
Nottingham, UK, which investigate the play through a contemporary lens, bringing
in the contributions from queer scholarship and discussions of recent productions
of the play.
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