
The Great First Impression Proposal: How to
Make an Unforgettable Impact
They say first impressions are everything, and when it comes to proposals, that
sentiment doesn't fall short. Whether you're planning to pop the question to your
significant other or preparing a business proposal, making a great first impression
is crucial. In this article, we'll explore the secrets to crafting a proposal that leaves
a lasting impact, ensuring your message is understood, appreciated, and
remembered.

The Power of a Memorable First Impression

Before we delve into the specifics of creating a great proposal, let's take a
moment to understand why first impressions matter so much. Psychologists have
long studied the phenomenon of primacy effect, which suggests that people tend
to remember the first information they encounter about someone or something.
This means that the beginning of your proposal is your golden opportunity to
captivate your audience's attention and set the tone for the rest of your
presentation.

Understanding Your Audience

One of the keys to creating a great first impression is knowing your audience
inside out. Whether you're proposing to your partner or presenting to potential
clients, understanding their values, interests, and preferences will allow you to
tailor your proposal to their specific needs. Conducting thorough research,
engaging in conversation, or using sophisticated profiling techniques can help
you gain valuable insights into what makes your audience tick.
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A Captivating Opening Statement

Now that you have a clear understanding of your audience, it's time to craft an
opening statement that will instantly grab their attention. This is where the use of
powerful language, creativity, and emotional appeal comes into play. Consider
using a compelling anecdote, a thought-provoking question, or a memorable
quote that sets the stage for what's to come. Remember, you only have a few
precious moments to capture your audience's interest, so make them count!

Content is King: Crafting a Persuasive Proposal

Once you've captured your audience's attention, it's time to deliver an
unforgettable proposal. This is where your content needs to shine. Whether
you're proposing a groundbreaking idea, a unique product, or a life-long
commitment, ensure your proposal communicates its value clearly and
convincingly.
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Use a logical structure that guides your audience through your proposal, from to .
Break the content into easily digestible sections, using headings, bullet points,
and visuals to enhance readability. Remember, the goal is to make your proposal
as engaging and comprehensible as possible.

Showcasing Your Expertise

Building trust is another critical aspect of making a great impression. Highlight
your expertise and credibility by providing evidence of your past successes,
relevant qualifications, or testimonials from satisfied clients. People are more
likely to trust and engage with proposals when they see tangible proof that you
know what you're talking about.

Design Matters: Visual Appeal and Accessibility

While content is crucial, the way you present it can significantly impact your first
impression. Utilize appealing design elements that align with your audience's
preferences. Think about colors, fonts, and imagery that create a cohesive look
and feel, representing your proposal in a visually attractive manner.

Moreover, pay attention to accessibility by using proper HTML formatting and
providing alternative text descriptions for images. This ensures that individuals
with visual impairments can also engage with your proposal and fully understand
its content.

Engaging Call-to-Action

Now that you have captivated your audience, clearly communicated your
proposal's value, and built trust, it's time to seal the deal with a compelling call-to-
action. Your call-to-action should clearly state the desired outcome, whether it's a
"Yes" to your marriage proposal, a signing of a business contract, or further
discussion with potential investors.



Make your call-to-action easy to understand and act upon. Provide contact
information, set clear expectations, and express your enthusiasm to move
forward. This final impression will leave a lasting mark on your audience,
ensuring they remember your proposal even after it's been delivered.

In , The Great First Impression Proposal is all about capturing attention,
delivering memorable content, showcasing expertise, and providing an engaging
call-to-action. By considering the psychology of first impressions, understanding
your audience, and paying attention to design and accessibility, your proposals
will have a greater chance of making an unforgettable impact. So, go ahead and
put these tips into practice. Surprise your loved one with a proposal they will
cherish forever or close that business deal you have been dreaming of. The
power is in your hands to create a proposal that leaves a lasting impression.
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This booklet from Carolyn Howard-Johnson, a UCLA Extension Writers' Program
instructor for nearly a decade, helps authors love the project they most love to
hate--writing a book proposal. She has taken the guessing out of the book
proposal process. Now there is no need to take expensive, time-consuming
classes or spend hours reading a tome to find the voice and format that will
propel an author's idea from a dream to reality. This slim book and thirty minutes
will do it.

Randy Eller, speaker and CEO of Eller Enterprises, says, "There is only one thing
you need to learn from Carolyn Howard-Johnson to succeed...everything she
says!"

"Marketing is never easy... Well, it might be if you follow the easy steps Carolyn
Howard-Johnson offers up in The Great First Impression Book Proposal:
Everything You Need to Know About Selling Your Book in Thirty Minutes or Less.
Howard-Johnson's bulleted lists are superior. They are easy to understand, easy
to implement, and even easier to read. She means it when she says thirty
minutes or less. I will recommend this book to all of our authors and potential
authors."
~ Georgia Jones, Editor in Chief, LadybugPress and NewVoices, Inc.

"The creation of an effective book proposal cannot be overemphasized as a basic
skill set for all aspiring authors seeking publication of their work — and Carolyn
Howard-Johnson is a time-tested expert on the subject. Every aspiring (and even
seasoned) author needs to obtain and carefully read The Great First Impression
Book Proposal — and every Creative Writing class should list The Great First
Impression Book Proposal on their supplemental studies reading lists."
-- Jim Cox, Editor-in-Chief, Midwest Book Review



This booklet is the result of multi award-winning author Carolyn Howard-
Johnson's extensive work with clients who hate writing book proposals and hate
learning how to write them even more. She found herself coaching them through
the process rather than doing it for them, for who could possibly recreate the
passion an author feels for his or her own book better than the author? In doing
so, she found she had written a booklet--not a tome--that took her clients only
about thirty minutes to absorb. Voila! The Great First Impression Book Proposal
was born.
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