
The Great Coaching Routes For The Modern
Traveller

The allure of exploring the world has always fascinated humans. From ancient
times to the modern era, travellers have embarked on journeys to explore new
territories and experience different cultures. One such captivating way of travel is
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through the historic coaching routes that have paved the way for modern
adventures.

What are Coaching Routes?

Coaching routes, also known as stagecoach routes, were the primary means of
transportation between towns and cities during the 17th to 19th centuries. These
routes comprised a network of roads used by horse-drawn coaches to transport
passengers, mail, and goods across long distances.
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Today, these historic routes act as a gateway to experiencing the charm of the
past while indulging in the comfort and convenience of modern travel. Let's
explore some of the great coaching routes that have captured the hearts of
modern travellers.

The Romantic Road - Germany
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Stretching approximately 350 kilometers from Würzburg to Füssen in southern
Germany, the Romantic Road is a picturesque route that takes you through
charming medieval towns, castles, and breathtaking landscapes. This enchanting
journey offers glimpses into Germany's rich heritage and magnificent scenery,
making it a sought-after destination for both history enthusiasts and nature lovers.

The Silk Road - Central Asia

The Silk Road is an ancient network of trade routes that connected the East and
West for centuries. Starting from Chang'an (now Xian) in China, this legendary
route passed through Central Asia, the Middle East, and ended in the
Mediterranean region. Travellers can now retrace this historic path, marveling at
the impressive ancient architecture, vibrant markets, and cultural diversity that
still exists along the Silk Road.

The Old Spanish Trail - USA

The Old Spanish Trail is a historic trail that once linked Santa Fe, New Mexico,
with Los Angeles, California. This route played a crucial role in the exploration
and settlement of the American Southwest, facilitating trade and cultural
exchange between Spanish and Native American communities. Today, travellers
can traverse this scenic route, appreciating the desert landscapes, rugged
mountains, and historical landmarks that dot the way.

The Tea Horse Road - China and Tibet

The Tea Horse Road, also known as the Southern Silk Road, was an ancient
trade route connecting southwestern China with Tibet and India. This route
facilitated the transport of tea, horses, and other goods through challenging
terrains, including high mountain passes. Today, travellers can embark on this
extraordinary journey, experiencing the vibrant cultures, breathtaking landscapes,
and the historical significance that the Tea Horse Road represents.



The Great Ocean Road - Australia

The Great Ocean Road is not a historic coaching route, but it deserves a mention
due to its stunning beauty and popularity among modern travellers. Located along
the southeastern coast of Australia, this iconic road stretches over 240
kilometres, offering breathtaking ocean views, majestic cliffs, and remarkable rock
formations such as the Twelve Apostles. Driving along the Great Ocean Road is
an unforgettable experience for anyone exploring the Land Down Under.

Rediscover the Past, Embrace the Adventure

Travelling through the great coaching routes is more than just a means of
transportation. It's an opportunity to immerse yourself in history, culture, and
nature. Whether you choose to explore the Romantic Road in Germany, the Silk
Road in Central Asia, the Old Spanish Trail in the USA, the Tea Horse Road in
China and Tibet, or even the captivating Great Ocean Road in Australia, your
journey will be filled with remarkable experiences and unforgettable memories.

So, embark on these great coaching routes and let the adventure of a lifetime
unfold before your eyes. Rediscover the past while indulging in the comforts of
modern travel. Get ready to create stories that will be passed down through
generations, as you become part of the legacy of these remarkable routes.
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Travel in the wheeltracks of history

The Georgian era was the high point of horse-powered travel. Roads were
improving out of all recognition, the network of inns across the country provided
travellers with fresh horses, food and shelter, road books and maps sent them
accurately on their way. Stage and Mail coaches criss-crossed the country cutting
journey times from weeks to days, or even hours compared with previous
centuries. Then, in the 1840s, the railways came and an entire way of life was
changed for ever. The memory of coaching days lingered on into the Victorian
period with the romantic glow of past times – jolly landlords, keen-eyed drivers,
dashing highwaymen, the guard with his yard of tin, Regency bucks with their
curricles and phaetons… The names of the old routes still conjure up those
images: The Bath Road, the Brighton Road, the Dover Road and the Great North
Road.This book is for anyone interested in the Georgian era, or the history of
transport but it is also for everyone who wants to turn a journey into an excursion,
who prefers to take country roads as a relief from motorways, to find old inns
instead of service stations and to admire villages and historic towns instead of by-
passing them.
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