
The Founders Of The Black Star Photo
Agency: Shaping the History of
Photojournalism
The Black Star Photo Agency, a name that has become synonymous with
photojournalism, has played a pivotal role in shaping the history of capturing and
documenting significant moments. Throughout the years, this influential agency
has been at the forefront of providing groundbreaking visual narratives, capturing
the essence of humanity's triumphs and struggles.

Unveiling the Visionaries

The Black Star Photo Agency owes its success to the visionary individuals who
laid the foundation for this remarkable institution. Founded in 1935 by three
photographers, Ernest Peixotto, Kurt Safranski, and Kurt Kornfeld, these creative
pioneers foresaw the importance of capturing real-life events as they unfold, thus
igniting a revolution in the field of photojournalism.

Ernest Peixotto, with his keen eye for detail and his passion for storytelling
through images, proved to be the driving force behind the agency. Kurt Safranski,
an exceptional photographer who possessed an innate ability to capture the
human experience, complemented Peixotto's vision. Lastly, Kurt Kornfeld, a
technical genius, provided the necessary technical expertise to ensure that the
agency's photographs were of the highest quality.
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The Black Star Rise

From humble beginnings, the Black Star Photo Agency quickly gained recognition
for its groundbreaking approach to photography. Their commitment to authenticity
and professionalism soon attracted renowned photographers from across the
globe, enhancing the agency's portfolio and establishing them as a force to be
reckoned with in the industry.

The Black Star photographers, armed with their cameras, embarked on a mission
to capture society's dynamics, whether it be political unrest, cultural festivities, or
moments of human connection. Their images evoked emotions, allowing viewers
to see the world through a different lens and sparking insightful conversations
about various aspects of life.

Breaking Barriers and Inspiring Change

During a time when society was grappling with racial segregation, the Black Star
Photo Agency challenged the norms by actively seeking photographers from
diverse backgrounds. By showcasing the work of photographers from different
ethnicities, the agency not only broke barriers within the industry but also gave a
voice to historically marginalized communities.
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These trailblazing photographers captured the stories that were often overlooked,
defying prejudice, and highlighting the beauty and resilience of these
communities. Their photographs provided a powerful visual representation of
society's flaws and the need for change, inspiring movements and igniting
conversations on social justice.

Legacy and Influence

The Black Star Photo Agency's innovative approach to photojournalism has had a
lasting impact on the industry. Their dedication to capturing truth and promoting
empathy through their images set a new standard for visual storytelling.

Through their photo essays and groundbreaking coverage of major historical
events, such as the civil rights movement, the Vietnam War, and other defining
moments, the Black Star photographers played a significant role in shaping public
opinion and influencing policy changes.

Even in the digital age, where anyone with a smartphone can capture images, the
Black Star Photo Agency's legacy reminds us of the power that lies within
professional photojournalism. Their work serves as a reminder that careful
consideration, skillful composition, and a deep understanding of the human
experience only enhance the storytelling process.

The founders of the Black Star Photo Agency, Ernest Peixotto, Kurt Safranski,
and Kurt Kornfeld, revolutionized the art of photojournalism. Their vision, talent,
and unwavering commitment to capturing real-life moments laid the foundation for
a prestigious institution that would shape the history of photography.

By featuring stories from diverse perspectives, challenging societal norms, and
inspiring change, the Black Star photographers became pioneers in the field of



visual storytelling. Their images continue to captivate audiences today, reminding
us of the importance of preserving history through the lens of a camera.
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Passionate Publishers traces the lives of the German Jewish refugee-émigré
founders of the Black Star photo agency—Ernest Mayer, Kurt Safranski, and Kurt
Kornfeld—whose expertise helped ignite a revolution in photojournalism.
The first half of the book lays the groundwork for understanding how Black Star’s
founders could play such a key role in photojournalism. The author reconstructs
their history in Germany before and during World War I and details their
accomplishments in Berlin’s dynamic Weimar-era publishing industry.
The journey into exile of Safranski, Mayer, and Kornfeld, their influence on the
editors of Life, the first decade of Black Star, and the most notable post-World
War II experiences of the photo agency’s founders are the focus of the second
half of the book.
Family and governmental archives provide extensive new information about the
three men and reveal harrowing investigations by J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI, which
believed Black Star’s founders to be spies or agents of a foreign government. The
author argues that the refugee-émigrés successfully contested the never
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substantiated allegations on account of their strong views relating to the freedom
of the press and the malevolence of discrimination on the basis of race, religion,
or national origin.
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