
The Footplate To The Boardroom: A Journey
of Success and Transformation
Have you ever wondered what it takes to transition from being a train driver to a
CEO? The journey from the footplate to the boardroom is one filled with
challenges, determination, and a relentless pursuit of excellence.

The Call of the Rails

For many, the footplate represents not just a job but a way of life. Train drivers,
with their hands on the throttle and eyes on the tracks, ensure the smooth
operation of our railway systems. It requires immense focus, technical expertise,
and an unwavering commitment to safety.

However, there comes a time when some train drivers feel the need for a change.
They crave new challenges, opportunities to expand their horizons, and a chance
to leave a lasting impact beyond the tracks they've traversed for years. This is
when the footplate becomes a launchpad to climb the corporate ladder.
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Skills That Translate

Surprisingly, the skills acquired while driving a train can be highly transferrable to
the boardroom. Train drivers possess strong problem-solving abilities, exceptional
decision-making skills, and the ability to remain calm under pressure – traits that
are essential for effective corporate leadership.

Additionally, train drivers are adept at managing teams, coordinating operations,
and communicating with various stakeholders. These skills can easily be utilized
in a corporate setting, where managing people and resources are fundamental to
success.

The Path to Success

Transitioning from the footplate to the boardroom requires a strategic approach
and meticulous planning. It is a journey that demands continuous learning,
networking, and self-improvement. Here are a few key steps that can help pave
the way toward success:

1. Education Matters

Investing in education is paramount when aiming for higher positions within a
company. Pursuing an advanced degree or specialized courses related to
business administration, management, or leadership can significantly enhance
one's credentials and provide insights into the corporate world.

2. Network Building

Building a strong network of professionals across different industries is crucial for
opening doors to new opportunities. Attending conferences, seminars, and
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industry events can expose train drivers to influential individuals who can guide
them on their path to success.

3. Gaining Corporate Experience

To bridge the gap between the footplate and the boardroom, it is essential to gain
relevant corporate experience. This can be achieved through part-time jobs,
volunteer work, or internships in the desired field. Acquiring firsthand experience
in a corporate environment allows train drivers to understand the dynamics and
challenges of the business world.

4. Developing Leadership Skills

Becoming an effective leader requires continuous development of leadership
skills. Train drivers can seek out opportunities within their current role to lead
projects, mentor colleagues, or take on additional responsibilities outside their
regular duties. Leadership development programs and courses can also provide
valuable insights and enhance leadership capabilities.

Success Stories From the Footplate

The journey from the footplate to the boardroom has been successfully
undertaken by numerous individuals. One such inspiring story is that of John
Thompson, a former train driver who rose to become the CEO of a renowned
multinational transportation company.

John's passion for the railway industry and his innate leadership qualities set him
apart from his peers. He transformed his love for trains into a deep understanding
of logistics, operations, and customer service. By leveraging his network, seeking
continuous education, and demonstrating exceptional leadership, John climbed
the corporate ladder one rung at a time.



John's story is a testament to the fact that with dedication, perseverance, and a
strategic approach, moving from the footplate to the boardroom is not just a
dream, but an attainable reality.

In summary

Transitioning from the footplate to the boardroom is a challenging yet rewarding
journey. Train drivers possess valuable skills and experience that can be
harnessed in the corporate world. By investing in education, building a network,
gaining corporate experience, and developing leadership skills, train drivers can
step into higher roles and make a significant impact.

So, the next time you step onto a train and gaze out of the window, remember
that there might be a future CEO behind the controls, ready to embark on a new
adventure beyond the tracks.
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The memories and anecdotes of a 40-year service career railwayman. The author
is one of the few people who can legitimately claim to have a career starting from
junior beginnings on the footplate right through to executive director and board
member at one of the most successful of all train operating companies. Part 1 of
this book covers the footplate years based in Scotland in the 1980s at the zenith
of diesel locomotive workings and variety.
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