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Step back in time to the year 1911, where art enthusiasts thrilled at the grand

unveiling of The First Annual Of The Society Of lllustrators. This historic event
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marked a significant moment in the world of art, celebrating the talent and
creativity of renowned illustrators from around the globe. Showcasing intricate
illustrations in various mediums, the exhibition cemented the Society of

lllustrators' position as a prominent platform for artistic proficiency.

The Birth of The Society of lllustrators

In the early 20th century, illustration emerged as a powerful form of visual
communication. Recognizing the need for a community where artists could
connect, share ideas, and promote their craft, a group of visionary illustrators

founded The Society of lllustrators in 1901.
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As the organization grew rapidly, it became clear that an annual exhibition was
essential to showcase the brilliance within their ranks. Thus, The First Annual Of
The Society Of lllustrators was organized, promising to be an unmatched display

of artistic mastery.

A Spectacle of Artistic Mastery
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The First Annual Of The Society Of lllustrators 1911 was a visual feast, attracting
art enthusiasts, critics, and collectors alike. The exhibit showcased a breathtaking
assortment of artwork, ranging from book illustrations to magazine covers,

advertisements to newspaper cartoons.

This grand exhibition not only celebrated the artists' technical skills but also shed

light on their ability to captivate audiences through storytelling. Each illustration
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became a portal into a different world, transporting viewers to fantastical

landscapes, poignant moments, and thought-provoking scenarios.

Renowned illustrators such as Maxfield Parrish, Howard Pyle, and N.C. Wyeth
presented their works, leaving visitors in awe of their mastery of color,
composition, and detail. The exhibit also featured talents from Europe, with works
from British illustrators like Arthur Rackham and Aubrey Beardsley adding an

international flair.

The Impact of The First Annual

The First Annual Of The Society Of lllustrators held immense cultural
significance, both within the art community and beyond. It served as a catalyst for
recognizing illustration as a legitimate art form, helping elevate it to the status it

enjoys today.

By showcasing the versatility and depth of illustrators' talents, the exhibition
influenced public perception of the craft. lllustration soon found its place in
mainstream media, shaping the way stories were told and captivating audiences

all over the world.

A Legacy That Endures



A century has passed since The First Annual Of The Society Of lllustrators 1911,
but the legacy it left behind continues to inspire budding artists and ignite a
passion for visual storytelling. The Society of lllustrators, true to its founding
principles, continues to thrive, promoting and celebrating the art of illustration

through various exhibitions, workshops, and educational programs.
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Today, visitors to the Society's headquarters in New York City can marvel at the
artwork that adorns its walls, contemplating the evolution of this vibrant art form.
From the birth of illustration as a commercial medium to its current status as a
respected art form, the journey embarked upon by The Society of lllustrators and

its annual showcase is a testament to the enduring power of creativity.

In

The First Annual Of The Society Of lllustrators 1911 ushered in a new era for the
world of art, creating opportunities for talented illustrators to showcase their
exceptional skills. This historic event not only solidified the Society's reputation

but also left an everlasting impact on the world of illustration.

While The First Annual may only exist in memories and photographs, its spirit
lives on through the continued efforts of The Society of lllustrators. As we
celebrate the legacy of this momentous event, we honor the remarkable artists

whose work shaped the course of illustration, forever captivating our hearts and

minds.
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A New York City—based institution founded in 1901, the Society of lllustrators
remains dedicated to promoting the art of illustration. Ten years after its 1901
founding, the organization resolved to publish an annual compilation of the year's
best illustrations by its members. The custom endures to the present day, and the
lllustrators Annual remains among the most prestigious publications in its field.
This, the first of the organization's annuals, features 85 images by several of the
most influential illustrators of the twentieth century, including Frederic Remington,
James Montgomery Flagg, Franklin Booth, Charles Dana Gibson, and many
others. This new edition reprints the original publication's by Royal Cortissoz, a
highly regarded art critic of the day. Past Society president Dennis Dittrich
provides a Foreword, setting the work in context for today's readers and modern-

day students of illustration.
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