
The Fight Over Using Natural Gas For
Transportation
Are you tired of rising fuel costs and environmental concerns associated with
traditional gasoline or diesel-powered transportation? One alternative that has
gained significant attention and sparked a contentious debate is the use of
natural gas for transportation. Proponents argue that natural gas is a cleaner and
more affordable fuel option, while opponents believe it could hinder the transition
to greener and more sustainable alternatives. This article will delve into the
various aspects of the fight over using natural gas for transportation, examining
both sides of the argument and the potential implications.

The Rise of Natural Gas as a Fuel Option

Natural gas, primarily composed of methane, has been increasingly utilized as a
fuel for transportation in recent years. Its availability, combined with lower
greenhouse gas emissions compared to gasoline and diesel, has garnered
attention from governments, businesses, and environmental organizations alike.

One of the key advantages of natural gas is its abundant supply. As a fossil fuel, it
is extracted from underground reserves and can be found in significant quantities
worldwide. This accessibility has led to lower fuel costs, offering a potentially
cheaper alternative to conventional fuels.
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Furthermore, natural gas emits fewer pollutants when burned, making it a cleaner
option. It produces lower levels of carbon dioxide (CO2), sulfur, and nitrogen
oxides, which are major contributors to air pollution and climate change. By
utilizing natural gas for transportation, emissions can be significantly reduced,
leading to improved air quality and addressing concerns surrounding global
warming.

The Benefits and Challenges of Natural Gas for Transportation

Advocates for natural gas in transportation point to numerous benefits that make
it an attractive option. Apart from the lower emissions mentioned earlier, natural
gas vehicles (NGVs) tend to have better fuel efficiency, potentially offering cost
savings to users. Additionally, NGVs generally emit fewer odors and reduced
noise pollution compared to their gasoline or diesel counterparts.

Infrastructure development is a critical aspect of the natural gas transportation
debate. Setting up refueling stations and pipelines to supply natural gas can be
expensive and time-consuming. Critics argue that this may divert resources and
attention from the expansion of greener alternatives, such as electric vehicles
(EVs) or hydrogen fuel cells, which have gained momentum in recent years.
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Another concern raised by opponents is the environmental impact of natural gas
extraction. While burning natural gas emits fewer pollutants, the extraction
process, including fracking, has been linked to various environmental issues like
groundwater contamination and methane leaks. These concerns underline the
importance of considering the full lifecycle impacts of the fuel, from extraction to
combustion.

Government Policies and Industry Influence

Decisions surrounding the adoption of natural gas for transportation are
influenced by government policies and the power of industry interests. Several
countries, including the United States, China, and India, have implemented
initiatives to encourage the use of natural gas vehicles, such as tax incentives
and subsidies.

It is crucial to analyze the motivations behind these policies and the potential
influence of industry stakeholders. Critics argue that lobbying from fossil fuel
companies may be driving the push for natural gas usage, as they seek to extend
the lifespan and profitability of their existing infrastructure.

On the other hand, supporters maintain that natural gas can serve as a
transitional fuel, bridging the gap between traditional fossil fuels and more
sustainable options. They believe that widespread adoption of natural gas for
transportation can help reduce emissions while allowing time for the development
and implementation of greener alternatives.

The Future of Transportation Fuels

The fight over using natural gas for transportation is far from settled. As
governments, environmental organizations, and industry stakeholders navigate



this complex debate, it is essential to assess the long-term implications of our fuel
choices.

While natural gas offers certain advantages, concerns surrounding its extraction,
infrastructure development costs, and potential distraction from highly sustainable
options need to be carefully considered. Balancing short-term benefits with long-
term sustainability is a challenge that decision-makers must address.

The transition to greener transportation solutions, such as electrification and
hydrogen fuel cells, should not be overlooked. These alternatives may offer more
promising and sustainable long-term solutions that can significantly reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and dependence on finite fossil fuel resources.

The fight over using natural gas for transportation is an ongoing debate that
encompasses diverse perspectives and interests. While natural gas offers some
environmental benefits and cost advantages, concerns regarding its extraction
processes and infrastructure development must be addressed. Furthermore, the
focus should be on prioritizing the development and widespread adoption of
highly sustainable alternatives, such as electric vehicles and hydrogen fuel cells,
which can significantly reduce emissions and enhance long-term sustainability.
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America is facing one of the biggest giveaways in its history. It possesses almost
unlimited reserves of natural gas. If it used these reserves to fuel the vast fleet of
heavy duty vehicles in use in the trucking industry it would be free of dependence
on foreign oil and be free of smog and pollution of air resulting from the exhaust
of gasoline and diesel powered vehicles. But most importantly, it would likely be
free of the high prices that motorists are paying for gasoline and diesel at the
pump.

But it is not going to happen because the powers that be with the complicity of
politicians are even now building huge export facilities to ship this resource
overseas.

The benefits of using natural gas for transportation far outweigh the
disadvantages. This is recognized by almost everyone familiar with the industry. It
is possible within a few years to have hundreds of thousands of natural gas
vehicles on the road in America.

If this were to happen there would be increased competition resulting in
downward pressure on the price of gasoline and diesel fuel; the trade deficit
attributed to the importation of oil would be substantially decreased if not
altogether eliminated; the export of petroleum products would substantially
increase; the annual injection of hundreds of billions of dollars into the economy
that would otherwise be sent overseas would stimulate economic activity and
cause the creation of hundreds of thousands of jobs; the air would be cleaner;
there would be less money funding terrorism.
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This has not happened because a menagerie of special interests, private-funded
institutes and organizations, certain industries and individuals, emerged to lobby
and defeat legislation to make it happen.

The Fight Over Using Natural Gas for Transportation exposes the underbelly of
corruption in American politics and the underhanded tactics of major players who
benefit (in terms of billions of dollars) from the status quo.

This is the second report by Western Research Institute, Inc., on the twisted
politics that have accompanied the discovery of huge natural gas reserves in the
United States and the unprecedented rush to develop them. The first report was
entitled How America Can Stop Importing Foreign Oil & Those Preventing It From
Happening.

America has huge reserves of natural gas, enough to take care of the country’s
energy needs for the rest of this century and more. Only a few other countries
have more reserves than are found in the United States.

There is a massive drilling campaign underway within the continental U.S
resulting from discovery of new shale oil fields or plays and the development of
horizontal drilling techniques and fracturing. This has resulted in the production of
more natural gas than the country can currently use.

The United States is in position to be free of dependence on imported oil, of smog
and pollution resulting from the exhaust of diesel and gasoline powered vehicles,
and relief from the high prices of gasoline and diesel at the pump. All the country
needs to do is switch to natural gas to power its buses, trucks, and trains.

But America needs to wake up to the fact of these new-found riches. Switching to
natural gas can put millions of people to work, put extra dollars in every motorist’s



pocket and leave hundreds of billions of dollars in circulation in America instead
of being sent overseas. This is not a simple task and requires legislation from
Congress. It’s a job that America is able to accomplish for the benefit of the
majority; however, there are powerful minority interests that block its path.

This report is about identifying the powerful minority interests that are working to
block any legislation that would further putting natural gas to work to power heavy
duty trucks that ply America's highways. It is a motley group of companies,
institutions, and individuals that stand in the way of what is in the best interests of
the country an
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