The Fascinating Journey of Crosville National
Bus Company: A Legacy Remembered

When it comes to the rich history of British transportation, few stories are as
captivating as that of the Crosville National Bus Company. Established in 1919,
this venerable institution quickly became a household name, operating an
extensive network of buses across the United Kingdom. However, its journey was
not without its fair share of triumphs and tribulations. Today, we delve into the
fascinating rise and eventual fall of the Crosville National Bus Company and

uncover the untold story behind its legacy.

The Birth of an Icon

In the aftermath of World War |, the need for efficient public transportation
became readily apparent. It was during this opportune moment that Crosville was
born. Starting as a small enterprise in Chester, England, its founders, George
Crosland Taylor and Eric Seddon, envisioned a company that would connect

communities and make travel accessible to all.

What began as a humble fleet of five buses soon grew into something much
grander. As Crosville expanded its operations across Wales, North West England,
and the Midlands, it garnered a reputation for reliability, comfort, and affordability.
The iconic maroon and cream buses came to symbolize more than just
transportation; they became a part of the community, woven into the fabric of

daily life.
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The Golden Era

By the 1950s, Crosville had firmly established itself as a leading force in the
British bus industry. With over 1,400 buses and coaches serving a vast network
of routes, it was a pivotal player in connecting towns and villages, effectively

bridging the gap between rural and urban areas.

While Crosville primarily focused on passenger transport, it also delved into
excursions and holidays, offering day trips and longer journeys for those seeking
adventure and exploration. With breathtaking scenic routes through picturesque
landscapes, these excursions became increasingly popular, allowing people to

experience the beauty of the United Kingdom like never before.

The Winds of Change

As the 20th century progressed, so did the challenges faced by Crosville. The
rise of personal car ownership, coupled with the advent of affordable air travel,
made it harder for the company to retain its customer base. With changing trends
in transportation preferences and the deregulation of the bus industry in the

1980s, Crosville faced tough competition from newcomers.
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Despite various restructuring efforts and attempts to modernize, the decline was
inevitable. In 1987, the National Bus Company was privatized, marking the end of
an era for Crosville. The once-thriving enterprise was dismantled, leaving behind

a nostalgic void in the hearts of those who had witnessed its glory days.

A Legacy Remembered

Although Crosville National Bus Company may no longer grace the roads of the
United Kingdom, its legacy lives on. In many communities, its buses are fondly
remembered as part of an era where travel was still an adventure rather than a

means to an end.

Today, numerous vintage Crosville buses have found new life as tourist
attractions, museum exhibits, and even private collectors' treasures. People from
around the world seek out these pieces of history, eager to catch a glimpse of a

bygone era and experience the magic of Crosville once more.

In

The story of the Crosville National Bus Company serves as a reminder of the
ever-changing nature of the transportation industry. It highlights the challenges
faced by established players when confronted with evolving preferences and
regulatory shifts. However, its legacy will forever be cherished, reminding us of a
time when public transport was more than just a means of getting from point A to

point B; it was a connection between people, communities, and memories.
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"In the 1970s the state-owned National Bus Company operated services across
England and Wales, and one of the largest of its thirty-six constituent bus
companies was the huge Crosville Motor Services. Though Crosville enjoyed
similarities to other former BET companies within the NBC, initially with its fleet of
Bristol/ECW buses and coaches, many other facets of this company made it
interesting. It had a vast operating area, growing in the corporate era of the early
1970s to stretch from the hills above Macclesfield in Cheshire to the industrial
area of Biddulph in Staffordshire, rural Shropshire at Oswestry, through the city
streets of Liverpool, across all of North Wales and right down through remote
mid-Wales to the far-off West Wales towns of New Quay, Newcastle Emlyn and

Lampeter.

From its headquarters in Chester, Crosville operated truly diverse services,
ranging from rural market day-only routes and open-top holiday services to
intense inter-urban services, even on dedicated busways, unique at the time.
Here, Michael Hitchen looks back to a time full of variety and interest, with a

wealth of fascinating and often previously unpublished photographs on show."
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