
The Fascinating History of the Wabash
Railroad Company and Its Pivotal Role in
Shaping Railroads in America

The Wabash Railroad Company holds a significant place in American history,
playing a vital role in the development and expansion of the railroads across the
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country. Established in 1852, the Wabash Railroad Company swiftly became an
instrumental player in the transportation industry, linking various regions and
facilitating the growth of commerce and communication in America.

The origins of the Wabash Railroad Company can be traced back to the merger
of several smaller railroad companies, including the Toledo and Illinois Railroad
and the Great Western Railway. This consolidation of resources allowed the
newly-formed Wabash Railroad Company to streamline operations and expand
its reach, ultimately connecting major cities like St. Louis, Chicago, and Detroit.
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One of the key achievements of the Wabash Railroad Company was the
development of the Wabash Cannonball, a renowned passenger train that
provided fast and reliable transportation services. The iconic train became a
symbol of American travel and an inspiration for numerous songs and folklore.

Throughout its existence, the Wabash Railroad Company faced numerous
challenges, including financial setbacks and fierce competition from other railroad
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companies. However, it continued to innovate and adapt to changing times,
introducing new technologies and expanding its network.

The late 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed significant milestones for the
Wabash Railroad Company. It embraced electric locomotives, allowing for faster
and more efficient transportation. The company also made notable contributions
during World War I, transporting troops and supplies with remarkable precision
and speed.

Despite its achievements, the Wabash Railroad Company experienced a decline
in the mid-20th century due to factors such as the rise of automobile culture and
the changing landscape of the transportation industry. Various mergers and
acquisitions followed, ultimately leading to the dissolution of the company in
1964.

Nevertheless, the legacy of the Wabash Railroad Company continues to endure
in American history. Many of its tracks and infrastructure have been repurposed
for other purposes, such as recreational trails and public transportation corridors.

Today, the impact of the Wabash Railroad Company can still be felt in the
communities it once served. Its contributions to the development of the railroads
in America have left an indelible mark on the nation's transportation system.

In , the story of the Wabash Railroad Company is a testament to the
transformative power of the railroads in America. Its legacy serves as a reminder
of the importance of innovation, adaptability, and perseverance in the face of
challenges. As we continue to witness advancements in transportation, it is
essential to recognize and appreciate the efforts made by pioneers like the
Wabash Railroad Company in shaping the world we live in today.



So, let's celebrate the rich history of the Wabash Railroad Company and the
remarkable impact it had on railroads in America!
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"Follow the Flag" offers the first authoritative history of the Wabash Railroad
Company, a once vital interregional carrier. The corporate saga of the Wabash
involved the efforts of strong-willed and creative leaders, but this book provides
more than traditional business history. Noted transportation historian H. Roger
Grant captures the human side of the Wabash, ranging from the medical doctors
who created an effective hospital department to the worker-sponsored social
events. And Grant has not ignored the impact the Wabash had on businesses
and communities in the "Heart of America."

Like most major American carriers, the Wabash grew out of an assortment of
small firms, including the first railroad to operate in Illinois, the Northern Cross.
Thanks in part to the genius of financier Jay Gould, by the early 1880s what was
then known as the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway reached the principal
gateways of Chicago, Des Moines, Detroit, Kansas City, and St. Louis. In the
1890s, the Wabash gained access to Buffalo and direct connections to Boston
and New York City.

One extension, spearheaded by Gould's eldest son, George, fizzled. In 1904
entry into Pittsburgh caused financial turmoil, ultimately throwing the Wabash into
receivership. A subsequent reorganization allowed the Wabash to become an
important carrier during the go-go years of the 1920s and permitted the company
to take control of a strategic "bridge" property, the Ann Arbor Railroad.

The Great Depression forced the company into another receivership, but an
effective reorganization during the early days of World War II gave rise to a
generally robust road. Its famed Blue Bird streamliner, introduced in 1950
between Chicago and St. Louis, became a widely recognized symbol of the "New
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Wabash." When "merger madness" swept the railroad industry in the 1960s, the
Wabash, along with the Nickel Plate Road, joined the prosperous Norfolk &
Western Railway, a merger that worked well for all three carriers.

Immortalized in the popular folk song "Wabash Cannonball," the midwestern
railroad has left important legacies. Today, forty years after becoming a "fallen
flag" carrier, key components of the former Wabash remain busy rail arteries and
terminals, attesting to its historic value to American transportation.
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