
The Extravagant Guide to Siam Thailand and
Bangkok in 1879: Unveil the Secrets of a
Bygone Era
Embark on an enchanting journey back in time as we delve into the splendors
and mysteries of Siam Thailand and its capital city, Bangkok, in the year 1879.
Discover a world of opulence, tradition, and cultural heritage that shaped the
remarkable nation we know today.

The Allure of Siam Thailand

Siam, known today as Thailand, held a place of fascination and allure for
explorers and travellers from around the globe in the late 19th century.
Journeying to this exotic land meant venturing into the unknown, where intrigue
and adventure awaited at every turn.

Imagine stepping off a majestic steamship onto the bustling docks of Bangkok,
greeted by the vibrant sights, sounds, and smells of a thriving metropolis. Allow
us to be your guide as we transport you to a time filled with royal grandeur and
captivating traditions.
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A Glimpse into 1879 Bangkok

In 1879, Bangkok, the "Venice of the East," overflowed with architectural marvels,
vibrant markets, and resplendent temples. The Chao Phraya River took center
stage as a lifeline connecting this bustling city, flanked by magnificent temples
and palaces adorned with intricately designed rooftops and ornate artwork.

Golden spires glimmered under the tropical sun, casting their majestic silhouette
against the city skyline. The Grand Palace, a breathtaking testament to the
artistic prowess of Thai craftsmen, served as the symbolic center of power for the
ruling monarch, King Rama V.

Tales of Royal Splendor

The Kingdom of Siam, under the reign of King Rama V, beckoned visitors with its
opulence and rich history. Traversing the intricate network of canals, known as
klongs, visitors were able to witness the inner workings of Bangkok's vibrant
communities.

Exploration of the royal quarters within the Grand Palace unveiled a world of
refined elegance and lavish beauty. The royal residences, such as the Chakri
Maha Prasat Hall, showcased an amalgamation of traditional Thai architecture
and European influences.

The Mystique of Siamese Traditions
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Thai culture, deeply rooted in Buddhism and ancient traditions, provided an
enchanting backdrop for visitors seeking a deeper understanding of the Siamese
way of life. Witnessing traditional festivals and ceremonies, such as the dazzling
Loy Krathong and Songkran, offered a glimpse into the spiritual and celebratory
essence of the Thai people.

The prevalence of traditional costumes, intricate arts and crafts, and the echoing
chants of Buddhist monks created an ethereal atmosphere, transporting visitors
to a realm where the past seamlessly melded with the present.

Souvenirs of a Forgotten Time

Explorers of Siam Thailand in 1879 had the opportunity to acquire unique artifacts
and mementos to commemorate their journey. Talented local artisans crafted
ornate pieces of jewelry, woodwork, and silk textiles that served as tangible
reminders of the vibrant culture and exquisite craftsmanship of Siam.

Visiting one of the bustling markets, such as the iconic Mahachai, allowed
travelers to immerse themselves in the kaleidoscope of sights, sounds, and
scents that filled the air. From vibrant textiles and aromatic spices to hand-carved
Buddha statues, every corner held a treasure waiting to be discovered.

The Legacy of Siam Thailand

The year 1879 marked a significant landmark in the evolution of Siam Thailand,
as it navigated the challenges of emerging modernity while preserving its rich
cultural identity. King Rama V's visionary leadership laid the foundations for
Thailand's transformation into a thriving nation, embracing progress while
cherishing its heritage.



As you immerse yourself in the captivating story of Siam Thailand and Bangkok in
1879, you will come to appreciate the enduring legacy that continues to shape
this breathtaking country. The timeless traditions, architectural wonders, and
profound spirituality will leave an indelible mark on your journey through time.

Transport yourself to the enchanting world of Siam Thailand and Bangkok in
1879, where opulence and tradition intertwine. Discover the secrets of a bygone
era, from the exquisite temples that adorned the city to the royal splendors hidden
within the Grand Palace. Immerse yourself in the mystique of Siamese traditions,
witnessing the vibrant festivals and delving into the rich cultural heritage. Unearth
unique souvenirs that capture the essence of this extraordinary land. Join us on
an extraordinary journey as we unveil the captivating legacy that shaped Thailand
into the remarkable nation it is today.
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“A Guide to Siam (Thailand) and Bangkok in 1879” describes the southeast Asian
country and its capital city as they were in the late 1870s.
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Modern-day Thailand’s origins can be traced back to the 14th century kingdom of
Ayutthaya, which flourished along the Menam River. Before the rise of the
Ayutthaya kingdom, what is now Thailand was dominated by the Khmer kingdom
of neighboring Cambodia. The fall of Ayutthaya came in 1767, when its capital
was burned by Burmese invaders. The Thai kingdom was reunited by a general
named Taksin, who moved the capital to 1769 and crowned himself king. Taksin
was succeeded by another general, Chakri, in 1782. Chakri took the name Rama
I, founding Thailand’s Chakri Dynasty, which still reigns today. It was Rama I who
founded Thailand’s current capital, Bangkok.

As the states around them (Burma and Malaya to Britain, Cambodia, Laos and
Vietnam to France) fell under European colonial rule in the 19th century, Thailand
managed to maintain its independence. Thailand was known as Siam until 1939,
when its official name was changed to Thailand (Prathet Thai).

This brief, anonymous description of Bangkok and Thailand in the late 1870s
describes in kingdom with thriving trade, with rice being the major export. In this
period of time Siamese rice was being exported to China, the Philippines,
Singapore, and Indonesia. Other exports included teak wood. Bangkok had three
newspapers at the time, two in English and one in Thai that was published by the
government. The author, however, stated that the revenue of the state was
undermined by the corruption of the aristocracy and bureaucracy, which meant
that taxes and customs duties did not make their way into government coffers.
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