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If you have a taste for thrilling historical drama, then look no further than the
Quintus Claudius series, a mesmerizing tale set in the heart of Imperial Rome.
This captivating series, written by renowned author John Smith, takes readers on
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an unforgettable journey through the enticing corridors of power, romance, and
political intrigue that once defined this ancient empire.

An Intricate Blend of History and Fiction

The Quintus Claudius series masterfully weaves together historical events and
characters with fiction, creating a rich tapestry that immerses readers in the
enticing world of Imperial Rome. John Smith's meticulous research and attention
to detail make the story come alive, allowing readers to witness the splendor and
opulence of Rome while experiencing the struggles and triumphs of the
characters.
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homeland, Quintus navigates the treacherous paths of power and diplomacy,
encountering thrilling plot twists and unexpected alliances along the way.

A Glimpse into the Passionate Roman Empire

Romance is at the heart of Imperial Rome, and the Quintus Claudius series is no
exception. As Quintus strives to make his mark in the Senate, he finds himself
entangled in a web of passionate relationships that add depth and intensity to the
story. From forbidden love affairs to dangerous liaisons, the series explores the
intricacies of romance in a society where power and desire intertwine.

The characters in the series are multi-faceted, each with their own desires,
secrets, and vulnerabilities. John Smith skillfully crafts complex relationships that
captivate readers and keep them eagerly turning the pages. Through Quintus's
journey, readers witness the sacrifices and choices driven by love and the
consequences they entail.

Intrigue, Betrayal, and Political Maneuvering

Imperial Rome was a hotbed of political intrigue and power struggles, and the
Quintus Claudius series captures this tumultuous period with breathtaking detail.
Smith expertly portrays the inner workings of the Senate, the manipulations of
influential figures, and the machinations of power that threaten to tear the empire
apart.

As Quintus rises through the ranks, he becomes entangled in a web of deceit and
betrayal. The series delves into the complexities of loyalty and ambition,
highlighting the sacrifices required to maintain one's position in the Roman
hierarchy. Readers will be on the edge of their seats as they witness Quintus
navigate through a labyrinth of political alliances, where one wrong move can
lead to devastating consequences.



The Quintus Claudius Series: A Must-Read for History Enthusiasts

Whether you are a history buff or simply appreciate a captivating tale, the Quintus
Claudius series offers a riveting glimpse into Imperial Rome. John Smith's vivid
storytelling and meticulous historical accuracy transport readers to a bygone era,
where they can witness the grandeur and turmoil of one of the greatest empires
in history.

With its blend of history, romance, and political intrigue, the Quintus Claudius
series is a literary masterpiece that will leave you longing for more. Dive into the
captivating world of Imperial Rome today and join Quintus Claudius on his
journey through power and passion.
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CHAPTER I.

The same day, which saw our friends in the country house at Ostia, and the bond
of love sealed between Aurelius and Claudia, had been one of infinite agitation
and annoyance to the Emperor Domitian.

The very first thing in the morning came vexatious tidings from the town and
provinces. At the earliest dawn inscriptions had been discovered on several of the
fountains, columns and triumphal arches, of which the sting was more or less
covertly directed against the Palatium and the person of Caesar. “Enough!” was
attached to the base of a portrait bust. “The fruit is ripe!” was legible on the arch
of Drusus. In the fourth, eighth and ninth regions the revolutionary question was
to be seen in many places: “Where is Brutus?” and at the entrance of the baths of
Titus, in blood-red letters, stared the appeal: “Nero is raging; Galba, why dost
thou tarry?”

Domitian, who had heard all this from his spies, long before the court officials
even suspected what had happened, received these courtiers in the very worst of
tempers. His levée was not yet ended, when a mounted messenger brought the
news, that a centurion had raised the standard of revolt on the Germanic frontier,
but that he had been defeated and slain after a short struggle.

At noonday the soldiers of the town-guard seized an astrologer, Ascletario by
name, who had publicly announced that ruin threatened Caesar. Before the moon
should have twelve times rounded—so ran his prophecy—Caesar’s blood would
be shed by violence. The immortals were wroth at his reprobate passion for a
woman who, by all the laws of gods and men, he had no right to love.

At first Domitian laughed. His connection with Julia seemed to him so dull and
pointless a weapon for his foe to turn against him, that the stupidity of it



astonished him. However, he commanded that the astrologer should be brought
before him.

“Who paid you?” he enquired with a scowl, when the prisoner was dragged into
the room.

“No one, my lord!”

“You lie.”

“My lord, as I hope for the mercy of the gods, I do not lie.”

“Then you really assert, that you actually read in the stars the forecast you have
uttered?”

“Yes, my lord; I have only declared, what my skill has revealed to me.”

The superstitious sovereign turned pale.

“Well then, wise prophet, you can of course foretell your own end?”

“Yes, my lord. Before this day is ended, I shall be torn to pieces by dogs.”

Domitian looked scornfully round on the circle of men.

“I fancy,” he said, “that I can upset the prophetic science of this worthy man.
Carry him off at once to execution, and take care that his body is burnt before
sundown.”

The astrologer bowed his head in sullen resignation. He was led away to the field
on the Esquiline, and immediately beheaded before an immense concourse;
within an hour Domitian was informed that all was over. At this news his temper



and spirit improved a little. He congratulated himself on the prompt decision,
which had so signally proved the falsehood of the prophecy.

At dinner he carried on an eager conversation with Latinus, the actor who, among
other farcical parts, filled the role of news-monger.

“You are later than usual to-day,” said Caesar graciously. “What detained you?”
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