
The Enchanting Tale of Indian Horse Novel by
Richard Wagamese: A Journey of Resilience
and Identity
Richard Wagamese, an acclaimed Ojibwe Canadian author, takes readers on an
emotional roller coaster ride with his captivating novel "Indian Horse." This heart-
wrenching story explores the enduring spirit of Indigenous people in Canada,
highlighting the power of resilience and the importance of cultural identity. With its
rich and evocative prose, "Indian Horse" compels readers to confront the harsh
realities of racism, the impact of colonization, and the healing power of self-
discovery.

The Plot: A Spiritual Odyssey

The novel follows the life of Saul Indian Horse, a young Ojibwe boy growing up in
a remote community in northern Ontario. Orphaned at a tender age and forced
into a Catholic residential school, Saul faces unimaginable abuse and cultural
alienation. Here, Wagamese sheds light on the dark history of residential schools,
which targeted Indigenous children for assimilation policies.

As Saul tries to cope with the traumatic experiences, he discovers solace and
purpose in ice hockey. His exceptional talent propels him into the world of
competitive sports, offering an escape from the painful memories of his past. The
ice rink becomes his sanctuary, where his agility and grace on skates enchant
both teammates and opponents alike.
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Through Saul's incredible journey as a hockey player, Wagamese uncovers the
complexity of Indigenous identity and the challenges faced by individuals torn
between their ancestral traditions and the pressures of assimilation. Saul's gift for
hockey raises important questions about how society both romanticizes and
marginalizes Indigenous peoples, using their extraordinary abilities as
entertainment while failing to acknowledge their inherent richness and worth
beyond the confines of the sporting arena.

The Triumph of the Human Spirit

Despite Saul's remarkable achievements, he finds himself caught between two
worlds. As he climbs the ladder of success, battling racism and personal demons
along the way, he grapples with a profound emptiness within his soul.
Disillusioned with the predatory nature of professional sports, Saul embarks on a
spiritual odyssey to reconnect with his roots and find solace in the land of his
ancestors.

Wagamese's masterful storytelling evokes a deep sense of longing for a sense of
belonging and a longing to heal ancestral wounds. Saul's journey leads him to
rediscover the profound wisdom of his people, the spiritual connection with nature
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that had remained dormant within his soul, and the importance of keeping
traditional practices alive. The novel portrays the ancient knowledge and customs
of the Ojibwe people as profound antidotes to the struggles faced by Indigenous
communities today.

Wagamese's portrayal of Saul's relationships, whether with his teammates, fellow
Indigenous community members, or non-Indigenous individuals, highlights the
triumph of the human spirit. Despite the immense adversity faced by Indigenous
people, the novel reminds us of the resilience that exists within us all.

The Soul-Stirring Prose

Wagamese's writing style is a symphony of poetic beauty and raw emotion. His
words immerse readers in the haunting landscapes of northern Ontario, where
nature becomes a character in itself. The author's vivid descriptions bring the
harsh beauty of the Canadian wilderness to life, providing a backdrop against
which Saul's journey unfolds.

The novel's prose is both lyrical and accessible, allowing readers to become fully
immersed in the story. Wagamese's language flows effortlessly, transporting us
into Saul's world and making his triumphs and tribulations all the more tangible.



The "Indian Horse" novel captures the essential essence of the
ongoing struggle for Indigenous identity in Canada. It sheds light on
the insidious impact of colonization and residential schools on
Indigenous communities, while also celebrating the power of
cultural resilience and the importance of self-discovery.

Wagamese's storytelling touches our hearts and forces us to
confront our own biases and preconceived notions. It prompts us to
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challenge the status quo and to take collective responsibility for
creating a more equitable and inclusive society.

Through Saul's journey, the novel teaches us that healing is
possible, even in the face of unimaginable hardships. It
underscores the importance of community, the strength of ancestral
wisdom, and the sacred connection between humans and the
natural world.

: An Unforgettable Exploration of the Human Spirit

"Indian Horse" by Richard Wagamese is a profoundly moving novel that invites
readers into the lives and struggles of Indigenous people in Canada. Through
Saul's journey, Wagamese reveals the harsh realities of colonization while
emphasizing the strength, resilience, and wisdom of Indigenous communities.

This book encourages readers to reflect on their own privilege and biases,
challenging them to stand up in support of Indigenous rights and reconciliation.
Wagamese's powerful prose captures the heart, leaving readers with a profound
understanding of the human spirit's ability to triumph even in the face of immense
adversity.
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A First Nations former hockey star looks back on his life as he undergoes
treatment for alcoholism in this novel from the author of Dream Wheels.

Saul Indian Horse is a child when his family retreats into the woods. Among the
lakes and the cedars, they attempt to reconnect with half-forgotten traditions and
hide from the authorities who have been kidnapping Ojibway youth. But when
winter approaches, Saul loses everything: his brother, his parents, his beloved
grandmother—and then his home itself.

Alone in the world and placed in a horrific boarding school, Saul is surrounded by
violence and cruelty. At the urging of a priest, he finds a tentative salvation in
hockey. Rising at dawn to practice alone, Saul proves determined and undeniably
gifted. His intuition and vision are unmatched. His speed is remarkable. Together
they open doors for him: away from the school, into an all-Ojibway amateur
circuit, and finally within grasp of a professional career. Yet as Saul’s victories
mount, so do the indignities and the taunts, the racism and the hatred—the
harshness of a world that will never welcome him, tied inexorably to the sport he
loves.

Spare and compact yet undeniably rich, Indian Horse is at once a heartbreaking
account of a dark chapter in our history and a moving coming-of-age story.

“Shocking and alien, valuable and true… A master of empathy.”—Jane Smiley,
Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Golden Age

“A severe yet beautiful novel…. Indian Horse finds the granite solidity of
Wagamese’s prose polished to a lustrous sheen; brisk, brief, sharp chapters
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propel the reader forward.”—Donna Bailey Nurse, National Post (Toronto)
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