
The Dramatic True Story Of Virginia Forgotten
Train Wreck
Once upon a time in a small town deep in the heart of Virginia, a forgotten train
wreck left behind a haunting tale that still echoes through the annals of history.
This tragic event, which unfolded more than a century ago, serves as a testament
to the indomitable human spirit and the resilience of a close-knit community.

It was a cold winter morning on February 3, 1891, when the town of Cedarville
woke up to a disheartening sight. The train, known as the Cedarville Express, had
derailed in the early hours, turning the picturesque railway into a scene of chaos
and destruction. The once bustling railroad now lay twisted and broken, with
carriages strewn across the tracks.
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The news of the accident spread like wildfire, gripping the entire town with shock
and disbelief. In an era where trains symbolized progress and connectivity, this
calamity struck at the heart of the community. It was a devastating blow, both
physically and emotionally, and the road to recovery seemed long and arduous.

The Cedarville Express, once a symbol of hope and prosperity, transformed into a
somber reminder of the fragility of life. The incident reaffirmed the notion that
tragedies can strike when least expected, and that it is often in the face of
adversity that communities find strength in coming together.

In the aftermath of the train wreck, the people of Cedarville rallied around one
another. Volunteers worked tirelessly to rescue survivors trapped under heaps of
wreckage, while others provided comfort and support to those who had lost loved
ones. The spirit of unity that emerged from the tragedy created a bond that would
forever shape the town's identity.

Over time, the physical scars of the train wreck began to heal. The railway was
rebuilt, stronger and safer than before, and life slowly returned to normal in
Cedarville. But the memory of that fateful day remained etched in the minds of its
residents, a constant reminder of the resilience and courage they had displayed.

More than a century later, the Virginia Forgotten Train Wreck stands as a
testament to the importance of remembering and learning from our past. It serves
as a cautionary tale, reminding us to treasure the present and cherish the bonds
that hold our communities together.
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As you pass by the unassuming town of Cedarville today, with its picturesque
landscapes and charming streets, it is easy to overlook the weight of history that
lies beneath the surface. But if you take a moment to dig deeper, to listen to the
whispered stories passed down through generations, you will uncover the
dramatic true story of the forgotten train wreck that forever shaped this
community.

So, let us never forget the lessons learned from the Virginia Forgotten Train
Wreck. Let us remember the courage, strength, and resilience of the people who
rose from the ashes. And let us always cherish the bonds that hold us together,
for it is in unity that we find hope even in the face of the most tragic
circumstances.
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A record storm triggers a deadly train wreck. As 18 perish in the
burning debris, survivors fight for life in this true story of the 1889 disaster.

A storm like no one had ever seen caused tiny Wolf Creek in Thaxton, Virginia, to
rage in the darkness of night. An earthen fill that carried the railroad over the
creek could not withstand the power of the rising water, and Norfolk & Western
passenger train Number Two plummeted into a hole in the earth.

There in the valley beneath the shadow of the towering Peaks of Otter,
passengers and crew scrambled from the wreckage and water in a life-or-death
struggle. The best and worst of humanity were on display in the small hours of
the night, as some worked heroically to rescue those trapped in the debris while
others stood by concerned only for themselves. A terrible fire ensued, and those
who remained trapped were consumed by the flames. The bloodied and battered
survivors suffered through four more hours of isolation and torture in the rain
alongside the burning wreckage before help would finally arrive.

Written and extensively researched by the great-great grandson of the railroad
section master at Thaxton, Lost at Thaxton tells the forgotten true story of one of
the worst railroad accidents in the history of Virginia and the people who lived and
died that night.

"I have stood on the battlefield, and heard shot and shell rattling around me, and
seen my comrades falling like leaves in autumn, but I have never seen anything
that curdled my blood with horror or moved me to deeper depths of compassion
than the scenes of that dreadful night" — Major Henry N. Martin, Wreck Survivor
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