The Diary Of Friedrich Kellner: A German
Against The Third Reich

Throughout history, there have been numerous accounts of individuals who dared
to speak out against oppressive regimes and document the atrocities committed.
One such powerful account is found in the diary of Friedrich Kellner, a German
man who courageously opposed the Third Reich during one of the darkest

periods in human history.

The diary, titled "My Opposition," provides a unique perspective on the Nazi
regime from someone who lived within its borders. Spanning six volumes and
covering the years 1939 to 1945, Kellner's diary offers an intimate, firsthand

account of the horrors unfolding around him.
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The Life of Friedrich Kellner

Friedrich Kellner was born on February 1, 1885, in Germany. He served in World
War | and subsequently pursued a career as a justice inspector in the town of
Laubach. It was during his time as a civil servant that he began documenting his

thoughts and observations about the rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party.

Kellner's diary is a gripping collection of daily entries that detail the horrors of
Nazi Germany. He describes the persecution of Jews, the suppression of free
speech, and the blatant disregard for human rights. Throughout the pages, he
expresses his deep opposition to the Third Reich and his commitment to justice

and democracy.

Why Friedrich Kellner's Diary Is Important

The significance of Kellner's diary lies in its authenticity and raw emotion. Unlike
many other historical accounts, his writings were not meant for publication or
propaganda purposes. They were personal reflections intended to document the

truth and serve as evidence of the crimes being committed.

Kellner's perspective is particularly powerful as he was an ordinary citizen living
in Nazi Germany. He witnessed firsthand the impact of Hitler's policies and the
devastation inflicted upon marginalized groups. His diary sheds light on the fear,
psychological manipulation, and constant surveillance endured by the German

people.
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Moreover, Kellner's diary serves as a testament to the brave individuals who
dared to stand up against the overwhelming tide of Nazism. It showcases the
resilience of those who refused to conform and reminds us of the importance of

speaking out against injustice, even in the face of severe consequences.

The Legacy of Friedrich Kellner and his Diary

After the war, Kellner's diary was largely forgotten until the 1960s, when it was
discovered by his son. Realizing its historical significance, his son published
selected excerpts in the early 2000s, ensuring Kellner's powerful account would

be shared with the world.

Today, Friedrich Kellner's diary stands as an important historical document that
offers invaluable insights into the experiences of those living under Nazi rule. It
serves as a reminder of the atrocities committed and the resilience of those who

opposed them.

The diary of Friedrich Kellner is a compelling testament to the courage and
resilience of individuals during one of the darkest chapters in human history. It
provides an intimate window into the horrors of Nazi Germany and serves as a
reminder of the importance of opposing tyranny and speaking out against

injustice.

As we reflect on the lessons of the past, we must remain vigilant in defending
human rights and promoting justice. The diary of Friedrich Kellner serves as a
powerful reminder that even in the face of overwhelming oppression, the human

spirit can still shine through and inspire change for the better.



This article is based on historical events and may contain fictional elements to

enhance the storytelling.
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This is a truly unique account of Nazi Germany at war and of one man's struggle
against totalitarianism. A mid-level official in a provincial town, Friedrich Kellner
kept a secret diary from 1939 to 1945, risking his life to record Germany's path to
dictatorship and genocide, and to protest his countrymen's complicity in the
regime's brutalities. Just one month into the war he notes how soldiers on leave
spoke openly about the extermination of the Jews and the murder of POWs, while
he also documents the Gestapo's merciless rule at home from euthanasia
campaigns against the handicapped and mentally ill to the execution of anyone
found listening to foreign broadcasts. This essential testimony of everyday life
under the Third Reich is accompanied by a foreword by Alan Steinweis and the
remarkable story of how the diary was brought to light by Robert Scott Kellner,

Friedrich's grandson.
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