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Ernest Hemingway is undeniably one of the most iconic figures in American
literature. Known for his captivating style and adventurous life, Hemingway lived a
life that was as daring and turbulent as the characters he created in his novels.

While he is primarily remembered for his literary works such as "The Old Man and
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the Sea" and "A Farewell to Arms," there is one lesser-known book that perfectly
captures the essence of Hemingway's adventurous spirit - "The Dangerous

Summer."

The Background

Published posthumously in 1985, "The Dangerous Summer" recounts
Hemingway's experiences during the summer of 1959. This period was a pivotal
time in the author's life as he, accompanied by his wife Mary Welsh Hemingway,

embarked on a journey to Spain to observe the famous bullfighting festival in

Pamplona.
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Hemingway's love for bullfighting had deep roots. He had been captivated by the

sport since his early days in Paris in the 1920s. However, by the late 1950s,
bullfighting had changed drastically, becoming more commercialized and less
authentic. Hemingway, determined to witness the true essence of bullfighting

once again, set out on his adventure to Spain.

The Adventure Begins

"The Dangerous Summer" takes readers on a thrilling journey through the intense
world of bullfighting. The book provides a vivid and detailed account of
Hemingway's interactions with the prominent bullfighters of the time, Antonio
Ordofiez and Luis Miguel Dominguin, who were engaged in a fierce rivalry for
supremacy in the bullring. Hemingway's observations and insights into the

bullfighters' lives, skills, and personalities make for a mesmerizing read.
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Throughout "The Dangerous Summer," Hemingway encapsulates the thrill and
danger associated with bullfighting. His descriptive language allows readers to
feel the rush of adrenaline as the matadors face the raging bulls. The author's

ability to convey the emotions and sensations experienced inside the bullring is

unparalleled, further immersing the reader in this exhilarating world.

Exploring Themes
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Beyond the thrilling adventures in the bullring, "The Dangerous Summer" also
touches on deeper themes. Hemingway reflects on the idea of courage and
bravery, exploring the psychological challenges faced by both the bullfighters and
himself. He delves into the complexities of the human spirit and the risks one

must take to achieve greatness.

INTRODUCTION BY JAMES A. MICHENER

HAN IMPORTANT AND WONDERFUL BOOK.™
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Furthermore, Hemingway's writing style shines through in "The Dangerous

Summer," with his characteristic concise and powerful prose. His mastery of
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dialogue and storytelling provides an intimate glimpse into the inner workings of
the bullfighting world, drawing the reader into the pages of the book as if they

were a witness to the events themselves.

Legacy

While "The Dangerous Summer" may not be as widely known as some of
Hemingway's other works, it remains an essential piece of his literary legacy. The
book exemplifies Hemingway's ability to blend his personal experiences with his
unparalleled storytelling talent. It serves as a testament to his dedication to

capturing the essence of humanity and the pursuit of passion.



‘An important and wonderful book™

Introduction by

JAMES A. MICHENER

In, "The Dangerous Summer" is a must-read for both Hemingway enthusiasts
and those looking for an exciting and immersive literary experience. Hemingway's
vibrant descriptions, combined with his profound insights into the world of
bullfighting, make this book a captivating exploration of courage, passion, and the

human spirit.
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Experience Hemingway’s firsthand chronicle of a brutal season of bullfights in

Spain.

In the 1950s, Hemingway and his wife return to Spain, where Hemingway had
visited before as a war correspondent to cover the Spanish Civil War, in order to
see friends and follow bullfighting events. Hemingway’s time in Spain is most
often remembered as his experiences with bullfighting, his passion often
conveyed through his writing. He and his wife follow summer-long series events

and witness the complexities and danger within the bullfighting community.

In this vivid account, Hemingway captures the exhausting pace and pressure of
the season, the camaraderie and pride of the matadors, and the mortal drama as
in fight after fight the rival matadors try to outdo each other with ever more daring
performances. At the same time, Hemingway offers an often complex and deeply
personal self-portrait that reveals much about one of the twentieth century's

preeminent writers.
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