
The Complete Guide On Everything You Need
To Know About Hedgehogs Breeding

From their adorable spiky appearance to their nocturnal activities, hedgehogs
have become increasingly popular as pets. If you are considering breeding
hedgehogs, you've come to the right place. In this comprehensive guide, we will
cover everything you need to know about hedgehog breeding.
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1. Understanding the Basics

Before diving into the specifics of hedgehog breeding, it is important to
understand the basics. Hedgehogs are small mammals known for their spines
and unique behavior. They are solitary animals that usually mate in the wild
during the spring months. Breeding hedgehogs in captivity requires careful
planning and consideration.
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2. Preparing for Breeding

The first step in hedgehog breeding is to ensure that you have a suitable pair of
hedgehogs for breeding. It is crucial to select healthy individuals with no genetic
or health issues. Once you have found the perfect pair, you will need to create a
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comfortable and spacious environment for them. Provide proper bedding, nesting
boxes, and temperature control to ensure optimal breeding conditions.

3. Recognizing Signs of Mating Readiness

Knowing when your hedgehogs are ready to mate is essential for successful
breeding. Both male and female hedgehogs exhibit certain behaviors and
physical signs indicating their readiness. These signs include increased activity,
vocalizations, and changes in scent. It is crucial to monitor these indicators
closely to determine the optimal time for breeding.

4. The Mating Process

The mating process for hedgehogs is an intense and sometimes noisy affair.
Male hedgehogs approach the females, performing a courtship dance that
involves circling and vocalizing. Once the female is receptive, the male mounts
her from behind. Mating can be a challenge, as male hedgehogs have retractable
genitalia. It is important to provide a calm and stress-free environment to increase
the chances of successful mating.

5. Pregnancy and Gestation

After successful mating, female hedgehogs go through a gestation period of
approximately 35 days. During this time, it is important to provide proper nutrition
and avoid any disturbances that may cause stress. The female will build a nest
and prepare for the upcoming birth. Regular veterinary check-ups and monitoring
the female's weight are crucial during pregnancy.

6. Caring for the Babies

Once the babies, known as hoglets, are born, they are entirely dependent on their
mother for nourishment and warmth. It is important to provide a secure and quiet
space for the mother and hoglets, ensuring that they remain undisturbed for the



first few weeks. As the hoglets grow, they will start exploring their surroundings
and can be introduced to solid food around three weeks of age.

7. Finding Suitable Homes for the Babies

As the hoglets mature, it is essential to find suitable homes for them. It is
important to screen potential adopters thoroughly to ensure they understand the
needs and care requirements of hedgehogs. Providing educational resources and
ongoing support to new owners will help ensure the well-being of the hoglets in
their new homes.

Breeding hedgehogs can be a rewarding experience, but it requires careful
planning, knowledge, and dedication. By understanding the basics, preparing
adequately, and providing proper care throughout the breeding process, you can
successfully raise hedgehog babies and contribute to the hedgehog community.
Remember to always prioritize the health and well-being of these adorable
creatures.

So, if you're ready to embark on the journey of hedgehog breeding, gather the
necessary information, acquire the right pair of hedgehogs, and prepare yourself
for a fulfilling and exciting venture!
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The pen ought to be sufficiently large to permit the hedgehog to move round. 2 x
three feet (61 x 91cm) must be the bottom floor space gave. Dividers need to be
sufficiently excessive to stop escape, as hedgehogs are applicable climbers. a
glass aquarium or easy sided confine is a practical selection for some owners. An
aquarium has to be somewhere round 30 gallons in extent. Enclosures with a
cord base need to be stored faraway from because the hedgehog can without a
great deal of a stretch damage a foot inside the cord. Enclosures with a plastic
base and twine dividers might be applied, as long as the distance between the
bars is 1 inch (2.5cm) or less. hold in mind, the best enclosure you could undergo
is excessively little! greater is in every case higher.
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