
The Colorado Kansas Railway And The
Frontier Of Enterprise In Colorado 1890

As the sun began to set on the vast plains of Colorado in the late 19th century, a
beacon of progress emerged that would forever change the landscape of the
state. The Colorado Kansas Railway, a triumph of engineering and human
ambition, opened up new frontiers of enterprise and economic opportunity for the
people of Colorado in 1890.

The Birth of the Railway

In the late 1800s, Colorado was experiencing a population boom as people
flocked to the state in search of gold and other natural resources. The existing
transportation infrastructure was unable to keep up with the growing demand for
movement of goods and people, prompting the need for a railway system that
could connect the various towns and mining camps spread across the region.
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The Colorado Kansas Railway, also known as the CKR, was established by a
group of ambitious entrepreneurs who saw the potential for economic growth in
Colorado. Led by visionary railroad tycoon John W. Smithson, the CKR aimed to
link the towns of Colorado Springs, Denver, and Kansas City, providing a vital
lifeline for trade and commerce in the area.

Engineering Marvels

The construction of the Colorado Kansas Railway was no small feat. The rugged
terrain and harsh weather conditions posed significant challenges for the
engineers and workers tasked with laying down miles of tracks. Bridges had to be
built over treacherous rivers, tunnels were carved through rocky mountains, and
countless obstacles had to be overcome along the way.

One particular engineering marvel of the CKR was the Highline Bridge, spanning
over Clear Creek Canyon near Georgetown. The bridge stood at an impressive
height of 321 feet, making it one of the highest railroad bridges in the world at the
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time. Its construction was a testament to the ingenuity and determination of the
men who built it.

Economic Impact

The completion of the Colorado Kansas Railway had a profound impact on the
economy of Colorado. The railway provided a vital connection between the
bustling mining camps, allowing for the efficient transportation of precious
minerals and resources. It also facilitated the movement of people, enabling the
growth of towns and cities along its route.

Entrepreneurs and businessmen flocked to the areas serviced by the CKR, eager
to capitalize on the newfound access to markets and resources. The railway
opened up opportunities for various industries, including agriculture,
manufacturing, and trade. Towns along the CKR prospered, fueling further growth
and development in the region.

Legacy and Heritage
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Although the Colorado Kansas Railway ceased operations in the mid-20th
century, its impact on Colorado's development cannot be overstated. The railway
played a crucial role in shaping the state's economy and identity during its
heyday. Today, remnants of the CKR can still be seen in various towns and cities,
serving as a reminder of the pioneering spirit and enterprise that characterized
the late 19th century in Colorado.

Preservation efforts are underway to restore and maintain historical sites and
artifacts related to the Colorado Kansas Railway. Historical societies and
enthusiasts are dedicated to ensuring that the legacy of this remarkable railway
lives on for future generations to appreciate and learn from.

In

The Colorado Kansas Railway was a testament to the spirit of enterprise and
ambition that defined the frontier era in Colorado. Its construction and operation
opened up new opportunities for economic growth and development, forever
transforming the landscape of the state. The railway remains an important part of
Colorado's history and serves as a reminder of the pioneers who dared to dream
big in the face of adversity.
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Bound by Steel and Stone analyzes the Colorado-Kansas Railway through the
economic enterprise in the American West in the decades after the supposed
1890 closing of the frontier. In it, J. Bradford Bowers weaves a tale of reinvention
against the backdrop of the newly settled West, showing how the railway survived
in one form or another for nearly fifty years, overcoming competition from other
railroads, a limited revenue base, and even more limited capital financing.

 

Offering the Colorado-Kansas Railway as an example of how shortline railroads
helped to integrate the rural landscape with the larger urban and economic world,
Bowers reveals the constant adaptations driven by changing economic forces
and conditions. He puts the railway in context of the wider environmental and
political landscapes, the growing quarrying and mining business, the expansion of
agriculture and irrigation, Progressive-era political reforms, and land
development. In the new frontier of enterprise in the early twentieth-century
American West, the railroad highlights the successes and failures of the men
inspired to pursue these new opportunities as well as the story of one woman
who held these fragile industries together well into the second half of the
twentieth century.

 

Bound by Steel and Stone is an insightful addition to the history of
industrialization and economic development in Colorado and the American West.
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