The Chilling Words of Robert Jackson: A
Study Guide for his Opening Statement at the
International Military Trial

Robert H. Jackson, an influential American lawyer and judge, delivered a
powerful opening statement at the International Military Tribunal in Nuremberg,
Germany on November 21, 1945. His speech, intended to set the stage for the
prosecution of Nazi war criminals, left the world in awe of the atrocities committed
during World War Il.

From the very beginning, Jackson captured the attention of the court and the
world with his eloquence and conviction. His words painted a haunting picture of
the horrors of war and the need for justice. In this study guide, we delve into his

opening statement to explore the significance and impact of his words.

The Historical Context

Before analyzing Jackson's opening statement, it's crucial to understand the
historical context in which it was delivered. World War Il had just ended, leaving a
devastated Europe and millions of innocent lives lost due to the Nazi regime. The
International Military Tribunal was established to hold accountable those
responsible for orchestrating and carrying out the atrocities committed during the

war.
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The Purpose of the Opening Statement

Jackson's opening statement aimed to establish the foundation for the
prosecution of the top Nazi officials. He set out to prove that the crimes
committed were not mere isolated incidents, but rather part of a meticulously
planned and executed scheme by the Nazi leadership. His goal was to convey
the gravity of the crimes committed and lay the groundwork for the evidence that

would follow.

The Power of Language

One of the most remarkable aspects of Jackson's opening statement is the power
of his language. He used gripping metaphors and vivid descriptions to make the
audience truly comprehend the horrors of war. For example, he described the
concentration camps as "premeditated murder factories" and Adolf Hitler's

leadership as a "vortex of deliberate evil."

By carefully selecting his words, Jackson effectively conveyed the unparalleled
brutality and inhumanity of the Nazi regime. His use of descriptive language
created an emotional impact on the listeners, ensuring they would empathize with

the victims and fully grasp the magnitude of the crimes committed.
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The Structure and Key Arguments

Jackson's opening statement followed a well-structured and logical approach. He
categorized the crimes committed into three main groups: crimes against peace,
war crimes, and crimes against humanity. Within each category, he discussed

specific instances and provided evidence to support the prosecution's claims.

His arguments were backed by extensive research, testimonies, and
documentary evidence. By presenting a strong factual foundation, Jackson

reinforced the credibility of the prosecution's case and left little room for doubt.

The Impact and Legacy

Jackson's opening statement at the International Military Tribunal had a profound
impact on both the court proceedings and the world at large. It laid the
groundwork for the subsequent prosecution and set a precedent for holding war

criminals accountable for their actions.

Furthermore, his words contributed to shaping collective memory and
understanding of the Holocaust and the atrocities committed during World War I1.
Jackson's powerful language and undeniable evidence left an indelible mark on
the historical record, ensuring that the world would never forget the horrors of the

Nazi regime.

In

Robert Jackson's opening statement at the International Military Tribunal is a
testament to the power of words and the pursuit of justice. His eloquence and
meticulous presentation of evidence captivated the court and the world, ensuring
that the crimes committed during World War 1l would not be forgotten or

overlooked.



By studying Jackson's opening statement, we gain a deeper understanding of the
significance of the Nuremberg trials and the need for accountability in the face of
unimaginable horrors. It serves as a reminder that the lessons learned from

history must never be forgotten as we strive for a more just and peaceful world.
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Course Hero Study Guides:Get Unstuck!

You've read the book, but you don't understand the symbolism. You've been to
every class, but it's 2 a.m. and your essay is due at 9:00. Your midterm is Friday

and you need a boost.

We've been there. We know what it's like to study, work, have a life, do your best,
and still need help. Course Hero Study Guides untie the knots. You do the work--

we give you the tools to make every minute count. We help you get unstuck.

Course Hero Study Guide for Opening Statement at the International Military

Tribunal includes:

= An infographic depicting the plot and main characters
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