
The Changing Light At Sandover: Exploring
The Supernatural World of James Merrill's
Poetic Masterpiece
Have you ever wondered what lies beyond our physical reality? Are you open to
exploring supernatural realms and connecting with departed spirits? If so, brace
yourself for an enchanting journey through James Merrill's epic poem, "The
Changing Light At Sandover". Strap in as we delve into the mesmerizing world
that Merrill so masterfully presents.

The Divine Reception

One evening in 1955, James Merrill and his partner David Jackson decided to
experiment with a Ouija board. Little did they know that this casual activity would
be the catalyst for an extraordinary journey into the realm of the mystical - a
journey that would last over two decades.

"The Changing Light At Sandover" emerged from Merrill and Jackson's numerous
sessions with the Ouija board. They believed they were receiving messages from
a variety of supernatural entities, including angels, demons, and spirits from the
deceased. These communications formed the backbone of what would eventually
become one of the most unique and intriguing works of poetry in the 20th century.
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An Epic Like No Other

Stretching over three volumes consisting of meticulously crafted verses, Merrill's
magnum opus transcends the boundaries of traditional poetry. With its captivating
narrative, vivid imagery, and deep exploration of spiritualism, "The Changing Light
At Sandover" opens up an entirely new realm of artistic expression.

The poem's central themes revolve around love, loss, mortality, and the interplay
between the physical and spiritual worlds. Merrill's words dance across the page,
pulling us into a state of enchantment, where the boundaries between the living
and the dead blur.

A World of Entities

One of the most remarkable aspects of Merrill's poem is the sheer diversity of
supernatural beings that populate its pages. From angels to historical figures,
from Ovid to Yeats, readers encounter a multitude of entities that each bring their
own unique flavor to the narrative.

Angels act as spiritual guides, offering wisdom and guidance to Merrill and
Jackson as they navigate the intricacies of these new realms. The deceased also
play a significant role, with Merrill frequently engaging in conversations with
departed souls, offering a glimpse into a haunting yet comforting afterlife.

A Journey Through Time and Space
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As readers traverse the vast expanse of "The Changing Light At Sandover", they
find themselves transported across time and space. Merrill's encounters span
centuries and continents, seamlessly blending myth, history, and personal
experience into a mesmerizing tapestry of words.

The poem's vivid imagery allows the reader to envision these otherworldly
encounters as if they were present themselves. Whether it's witnessing ancient
ceremonies or exploring celestial realms, one cannot help but feel the allure and
fascination of the supernatural forces at play.

The Legacy of "The Changing Light At Sandover"

Although initially met with skepticism by some, "The Changing Light At Sandover"
has garnered significant acclaim within literary circles. It remains a hallmark of
Merrill's career, showcasing his mastery of language and ability to transport
readers into uncharted territories of imagination.

By embracing the supernatural, Merrill created a work of art that challenges
traditional notions of reality and pushes the boundaries of poetic expression. It
stands as a testament to the power of the human imagination and its ability to
explore the unknown.

The Changing Light At Sandover - A Journey into the Supernatural
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Print length : 640 pages

James Merrill’s audacious and dazzling epic poem, The Changing Light at
Sandover, remains as startling today as when it first emerged in separate
volumes over a period of several years. Individual parts won the Pulitzer Prize
and the National Book Award, and the entire poem, when it was collected into
one volume in 1982, won the National Book Critics Circle Award. It is now an
American classic, here in a definitive new hardcover edition that includes Voices
from Sandover, Merrill’s recasting of the poem for the stage. The book carries us
to the scene of Merrill’s Ouija board sessions with his partner, David Jackson—
the candlelit Stonington dining room with its flame-colored walls and the famous
Willowware cup they used as a pointer in their occult travels. In a shimmering
interplay of verse forms, Merrill set down their extended conversations with their
familiar and guide, Ephraim (a first-century Greek Jew), W. H. Auden, W. B.
Yeats, Plato, a brilliant peacock named Mirabell, and other old friends who had
passed to the other side. JM (whom the spirits call “scribe”) and DJ (“hand”) are
also introduced to the lonely eminence God B (“God Biology”), his sister Mother
Nature, and a host of angels and lesser residents of the empyrean who are
variously involved in the ways of this world.
The laughter, the missteps, and the schoolroom frustrations of the earthly pair’s
gradual enlightenment make this otherworldly journey, finally, and utterly human
one. A unique exploration of the writer’s role in a postatomic, postreligious
age, Sandover has been compared to the work of Yeats, Proust, Milton, and
Blake. Merrill’s tale of the joys and tragedies of man’s powers, and his message
about the importance of our endangered efforts to make a good life on earth, will
stand as one of the most profound experiences available to readers of poetry.
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