The Brewster Buffalo Squadrons 33: The
Unsung Heroes of World War I

The Brewster Buffalo Squadrons 33 were a group of courageous pilots who flew
one of the most infamous aircraft of World War II, the Brewster Buffalo. Despite
its troubled reputation, these squadrons made significant contributions to the war
effort, often overlooked and overshadowed by other aircraft like the P-51 Mustang
and the Spitfire. In this article, we will dive deep into the history of the Brewster

Buffalo and shed light on the unsung heroes of Squadrons 33.

The Origins of the Brewster Buffalo

The Brewster Buffalo, also known as the F2A, was an American fighter aircraft
that first took flight in 1937. It entered service with the United States Navy and
Marine Corps and eventually found its way to various Allied nations, including
Finland, the Netherlands, and the British Commonwealth. However, its combat
performance was far from stellar, and it gained a reputation as an underpowered

and underarmed aircraft.

Despite its flaws, the Brewster Buffalo was the best fighter available to many
nations during the early stages of World War Il. As a result, it played a significant
role in several notable campaigns, including the defense of Singapore and the

early stages of the Pacific War.
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The Creation of Squadrons 33

Squadrons 33 were initially formed as part of the Royal Australian Air Force
(RAAF) in February 1941. The squadron was equipped with the Brewster Buffalo
and stationed at RAAF Base Richmond in New South Wales. The unit was made
up of a diverse group of pilots, mechanics, and ground crew who were about to

embark on a remarkable journey together.

As World War Il escalated, Squadrons 33 were sent to Southeast Asia to provide
aerial support to the Allied forces. The pilots faced numerous challenges,
including operating in harsh tropical environments, battling Japanese forces, and

facing the limitations of the Brewster Buffalo firsthand.

Their Bravery in the Defense of Singapore

One of the most crucial chapters in the history of the Brewster Buffalo Squadrons
33 was their participation in the defense of Singapore. With Japanese forces
rapidly advancing, the pilots bravely took to the skies to protect the city from

enemy bombers.

Despite the overwhelming odds and the limitations of their aircraft, Squadrons 33

fought valiantly. Their determination and courage were exemplified by the famous
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Australian pilot "Bluey" Truscott, who, despite being wounded, continued to
engage enemy aircraft until he was forced to crash-land. His heroism earned him

the Distinguished Flying Cross.

The Transition to Curtiss Kittyhawks

Although the Brewster Buffalo was eventually phased out of service due to its
deficiencies, the pilots of Squadrons 33 continued to serve with distinction. They
underwent a transition from the Buffalo to the Curtiss Kittyhawk, a more capable

and reliable fighter aircraft.

Equipped with the Kittyhawk, Squadrons 33 made significant contributions to the
war effort in the Pacific. The pilots flew numerous sorties and engaged in
dogfights against Japanese forces, proving their skills and dedication to the

cause.

The Legacy of Brewster Buffalo Squadrons 33

While the Brewster Buffalo may have faltered as a fighter aircraft, the brave men
of Squadrons 33 made the best of what they had and demonstrated their
unwavering commitment to their duties. Despite the limitations they faced, these

pilots showcased tremendous courage and perseverance in the face of adversity.

The story of the Brewster Buffalo Squadrons 33 serves as a reminder of the
sacrifices made by the unsung heroes of World War Il. Their efforts, while not
often recognized, were instrumental in reshaping the outcome of the war in the
Pacific. Their bravery and determination should always be celebrated and

honored.

In



The Brewster Buffalo Squadrons 33 represent the epitome of bravery in the face
of adversity. Despite operating an aircraft with significant limitations, these pilots
defended Singapore and made significant contributions throughout the war. Their
story is a testament to the strength of the human spirit and the courage displayed
by those who fought on the front lines. They may be the unsung heroes of World

War Il, but their legacy will continue to inspire generations to come.
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The Brewster Buffalo was born as the Brewster F2A for the United States Navy. It
was the first monoplane fighter to be introduced into USN service. At the end of
the thirties, with war approaching, many European countries were seeking new
equipment, particularly modern fighters, and the Brewster looked promising and
when war was declared in September 1939, requirements were drastically
accelerated and the UK was among the first to place an order. For the British, the
Buffalo was not an obvious option as they were already producing two excellent
fighters, the Hawker Hurricane and the Supermarine Spitfire, that were far
superior to the American design. The Brewster fighter was initially rejected by the
British Purchase Commission for this reason. However, the Air Ministry soon

realised that production of both Hurricanes and Spitfires would not be enough to
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meet the RAF’s increasing demands and the acquisition of foreign fighters was
therefore seriously considered. By the end of 1939, all American manufacturers
were overloaded and delivery delays repeatedly extended. Large orders could
only be placed with the manufacturers not yet overloaded. The Brewster
Corporation was one such manufacturer. Therefore, the Brewster 339 was the
only suitable option and appeared to be a good alternative that left Hurricanes or
Spitfires to theatres where the RAF was already engaged, like the Far East.
When Japan invaded Malaya and Burma in December 1941, the Buffalo was the
backbone of the RAF fighter force in the Far East. They faced to very
experienced Japanese fighter pilots who gave no chance to the young pilots
freshly graduated from advanced training schools. The sacrifice of those young
Commonwealth pilots, most coming from Australia and NZ would be in vain
Burma and Singapore would be lost. About seventy photos and six colour

profiles.
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