
The Best American Short Stories 2016 - A
Collection of Literary Brilliance
The Best American Short Stories series has been a staple for avid readers and
literary enthusiasts since its inception in 1915. Each year, a guest editor is invited
to curate a collection of outstanding short stories published in American literary
magazines. In 2016, renowned author Junot Díaz took the reins, delivering a
remarkable compilation that showcases the talent and diversity of contemporary
American fiction.

Unveiling the Gems of American Literature

The Best American Short Stories 2016 takes readers on a journey through the
intimate, thought-provoking, and often surprising narratives crafted by some of
the greatest writers of our time. From renowned authors to emerging voices, this
collection presents a blend of established talent and fresh perspectives.

Within its pages, readers will encounter stories that explore a wide range of
themes and emotions. From tales of love and loss to stories of human resilience,
each narrative presents a unique perspective on the human experience. Whether
it's a story set in small-town America, a dystopian future, or amidst the chaos of
modern life, every piece resonates with depth and authenticity.
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Highlights from The Best American Short Stories 2016

One of the standout stories in this compilation is Anthony Doerr's hauntingly
beautiful "The River Nemunas." Set during World War II in Lithuania, the narrative
follows the journey of a young girl as she navigates the complexities of war and
love. Doerr's masterful storytelling transports readers to another time and place,
evoking a range of emotions that linger long after the story ends.

Another unforgettable tale is "Pale Imitations" by Zadie Smith, which explores
themes of identity and self-discovery. Smith's captivating prose delves into the
lives of two college friends, examining the choices they make and the effect those
decisions have on their futures. This engrossing narrative invites readers to
reflect on their own paths and the inherent struggles of defining oneself.

Matthew Neill Null's "In the Year of the Dog" is a gripping exploration of family
dynamics and the complexities of relationships. Set in Appalachia, this story
presents a raw and powerful portrayal of a man trapped between loyalty to his
family and the desire for personal freedom. Null's vivid descriptions paint a vivid
picture of both the physical and emotional landscape, leaving readers captivated
by the characters' struggles.

Why The Best American Short Stories Matters

The Best American Short Stories series serves as a vital platform for both
established and emerging writers to showcase their craft. By compiling the year's
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best short stories, this anthology provides readers with an opportunity to discover
new voices, perspectives, and writing styles. It celebrates the art of storytelling,
capturing the essence of the times we live in while providing a glimpse into the
tapestry of the American experience.

Beyond its literary significance, The Best American Short Stories 2016 also
serves as a source of inspiration for aspiring writers. Reading the work of
established authors and emerging talents alike encourages writers to experiment,
hone their skills, and push the boundaries of their own writing.

The Best American Short Stories 2016 is a celebration of literary brilliance,
showcasing the power of storytelling and the immense talent of American
authors. This collection not only introduces readers to captivating narratives but
also serves as a source of inspiration and a testament to the ever-evolving
landscape of American literature.

If you're a fan of thought-provoking and immersive short stories, The Best
American Short Stories 2016 is a must-read. Dive into the pages of this anthology
and embark on an unforgettable literary journey.
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“The literary ‘Oscars’ features twenty outstanding examples of the best of the best
in American short stories.” —Shelf Awareness for Readers

The Best American Short Stories 2016 will be selected by Pulitzer Prize winner
Junot Díaz. He brings "one of the most distinctive and magnetic voices in
contemporary fiction: limber, streetwise, caffeinated and wonderfully eclectic"
(Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times) to the collection.
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