The Ark: Rediscovering Margot Benary
Isbert's Timeless Classic

Step into the captivating world of "The Ark" by Margot Benary Isbert, where
survival, hope, and humanity intertwine in a story that captures the essence of
resilience. In this article, we delve into the depths of Isbert's tale, exploring its rich

characters, its thought-provoking themes, and its enduring legacy.

Unveiling the Plot

"The Ark" takes place during the backdrop of World War Il, in a small German
town called Eppenberg. Liesel, our young protagonist, finds herself torn between
loyalty to her family and her innate sense of empathy. As the war rages on,
Liesel's father becomes conscripted, leaving her and her mother to face the harsh

realities of life on their own.

When their house is destroyed during an air raid, Liesel and her mother seek
refuge in an old, abandoned ship named the "Ark". The ship becomes their

sanctuary, where lies the promise of survival and a glimmer of hope to start anew.
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Emblematic Characters

Isbert masterfully crafts a diverse array of characters, each bringing a unique
perspective to the story. Liesel, our courageous heroine, undergoes a significant
transformation as she navigates the challenges of war. Her unwavering spirit and

determination highlight the strength of the human will.

The other inhabitants of the Ark add depth and complexity to the narrative.
There's Anton, a young boy with a heart full of curiosity and a thirst for
knowledge. Klara, a wise old woman, becomes a guiding force for Liesel, sharing
her wisdom and providing solace in the darkest of times. Together, they form a
makeshift family, bound by the shared desire to survive and maintain their

humanity.

Tackling Thought-Provoking Themes

Isbert's "The Ark" explores a range of profound themes, each of which invites
introspection and reflection. At its core, the novel delves into the importance of
compassion, tolerance, and human connection amidst the turmoil of war. It serves
as a reminder that in times of crisis, our shared humanity remains a beacon of

hope.

The theme of resilience weaves its way throughout the story, giving readers a
glimpse into the incredible strength of the human spirit. The characters'
unwavering determination to survive against all odds serves as an inspiration,

reminding us that even in the darkest of times, hope prevails.

An Enduring Legacy
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"The Ark" has stood the test of time since its publication in 1951. Margot Benary
Isbert's poignant storytelling and her ability to depict the human condition have
solidified the novel's place among the classics. With its universal themes, the
book remains relevant and resonates with readers of all ages, reminding us of the

importance of compassion and resilience.

Isbert's "The Ark" reminds us that within each individual lies the potential for
strength, love, and empathy. It captures the triumph of the human spirit amidst
the harshest circumstances, leaving an indelible mark on all who embark upon its

pages.

In

Step into the timeless world of "The Ark" and let Margot Benary Isbert's vivid
narrative transport you to an era defined by war, resilience, and the indomitable
spirit of humanity. As you join Liesel and her makeshift family on their journey, you
will bear witness to the triumph of love over hate, compassion over indifference,
and hope over despair. "The Ark" is a mesmerizing tale that reminds us of the

power of compassion and resilience, igniting a flame of hope within our hearts.
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The Ark and its sequel, Rowan Farm, are back in print after being hard-to-find for

decades!

Two rooms all to themselves—it was almost too good to be true! For this was
postwar Germany, filled with starving, homeless people trying to stay alive amidst
the rubble, and to the Lechows the two freezing attic rooms in Mrs. Verduz’ house
on Parsley Street were an unbelievable stroke of luck. No matter that every stick
of furniture and even the cracked dishes were borrowed from a grudging but kind
landlady, that food was so scarce they were nearly always hungry, that Matthias,
loving the stars and growing things, was assigned to construction work by the
Labor Office. Now that there was a roof over their heads, Joey and Andrea could
attend school, and perhaps Father, if he was still alive, would find his way to them

from the prison camp in Russia.

It was a makeshift arrangement at best, but somehow Mother made the cheerless
rooms homelike, and soon there were good friends—Ilovable, half wild Hans
Ulrich who treasure hunted with Joey in the ruins of bombed out houses; musical
Dieter; and plump, cheerful Lenchen—to share their meager but merry Christmas
celebration. Only shy, lonely Margret, who felt that half herself had died with her
twin brother Christian in East Germany, made no special friend, unless one
counted Caliph, Mrs. Verduz’ cat. But eventually it was Margret’s love of animals
that led her to sprightly Mrs. Almut and Rowan Farm and, before the next
Christmas, Matthias had exchanged his hated job for the hard but satisfying work
of the farm. Margret, too, happily caring for Mrs. Almut’s Great Danes, was
beginning to understand the inexorable cycle of life and death, and the Ark, an old
railroad car on the farm converted into a home, was ready to receive a reunited

family.



The Ark paints an honest, realistic picture of the terrible aftermath of war in a
defeated country. Most of all, it is the story of courage —the courage of real
people who, caught up in the adversity that shattered their lives, can still look at

the future with hope and at the past without bitterness.
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