
The Amazing Crewel Embroidery Of Kashmir
India Buying Guide
Kashmir, a picturesque region in northern India, is renowned for its rich cultural
heritage and exquisite craftsmanship. One of the most notable art forms that
originated in this beautiful valley is the intricate and mesmerizing crewel
embroidery.

Crewel embroidery is a technique that involves intricate hand embroidery with
wool threads on a variety of fabrics, including silk, cotton, and velvet. This
traditional art form has been passed down through generations of artisans in
Kashmir, resulting in the creation of stunning pieces that are sought after
worldwide.

When it comes to crewel embroidery, Kashmir is considered the epitome of
excellence. The artisans of this region possess an exceptional skill in creating
intricate floral and paisley designs, which are often inspired by the natural beauty
of the valley. The use of vibrant colors, along with detailed stitches, gives each
piece a unique and captivating allure.
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So, if you are intrigued by the beauty of crewel embroidery and want to bring a
touch of Kashmir to your home, this buying guide is for you. Here, we will explore
everything you need to know about purchasing and caring for crewel embroidery
from Kashmir.

Why Choose Crewel Embroidery from Kashmir?

When it comes to purchasing crewel embroidery, there are many options
available. However, there are several reasons why choosing crewel embroidery
from Kashmir is a wise decision:

Authenticity: Crewel embroidery from Kashmir is known for its authenticity
and craftsmanship. Each piece is handcrafted by skilled artisans using
traditional techniques passed down through generations. By purchasing
crewel embroidery from Kashmir, you are supporting local artisans and
preserving an ancient art form.

Unmatched Quality: The craftsmanship of crewel embroidery from Kashmir
is unmatched. The attention to detail and precision in stitching result in
flawless and exquisite designs. The use of high-quality wool threads adds to
the durability and longevity of the embroidered pieces.

Unique Designs: The designs found in Kashmiri crewel embroidery are truly
unique. Inspired by the natural beauty of the region, you will find intricate
floral and paisley patterns that are not replicated elsewhere. With crewel
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embroidery from Kashmir, you can add a touch of exclusivity to your home
decor.

A Cultural Treasure: Crewel embroidery is deeply rooted in the cultural
heritage of Kashmir. By incorporating these pieces into your home, you are
not only adding beauty but also preserving a cultural treasure that has stood
the test of time.

Factors to Consider When Purchasing Crewel Embroidery from
Kashmir

When buying crewel embroidery from Kashmir, there are a few factors to consider
to ensure you make the right choice:

1. Fabric: Crewel embroidery can be done on various types of fabric. Silk,
cotton, and velvet are popular choices. Consider the type of fabric that suits
your requirements and preferences.

2. Design: Kashmiri crewel embroidery offers a wide range of designs, from
traditional to contemporary. Choose a design that resonates with your
personal style and complements your existing home decor.

3. Colors: The vibrant colors used in Kashmiri crewel embroidery are one of its
defining characteristics. Determine if you prefer bold, bright colors or more
subtle, muted tones that blend harmoniously with your interior color scheme.

4. Size: Consider the size of the embroidered piece you desire. Whether you
are looking for larger wall hangings or smaller cushion covers, make sure to
choose a size that fits your intended purpose.

5. Budget: Kashmiri crewel embroidery is available in a range of prices.
Determine your budget beforehand to ensure you find a piece that meets
your financial constraints.



Caring for Crewel Embroidery from Kashmir

To preserve the beauty and longevity of your crewel embroidery from Kashmir, it
is important to follow these care instructions:

Protection: Avoid placing your embroidered pieces in direct sunlight, as this
can cause the colors to fade over time. Additionally, protect them from dust
and dirt by displaying them in a clean and dry area.

Hand Washing: It is recommended to hand wash your crewel embroidery
pieces using a mild detergent. Gently soak them in cold water, rinse
thoroughly, and reshape while damp. Avoid wringing or twisting the fabric, as
this can damage the embroidery.

Ironing: To remove wrinkles, iron your crewel embroidery on the reverse
side, using a warm iron. Avoid placing a hot iron directly on the embroidery to
prevent any potential damage.

Storage: When not in use, store your crewel embroidery in a cool, dry place.
Roll it up and place it in a cotton cloth to protect it from dust and moisture.
Avoid folding the embroidery, as this can lead to creases.

By following these care instructions, you can ensure that your crewel embroidery
from Kashmir remains beautiful and vibrant for years to come.

Kashmiri crewel embroidery offers a unique opportunity to bring the enchanting
beauty of this region into your home. The unmatched craftsmanship, vibrant
colors, and intricate designs make these embroidered pieces a true work of art.
By choosing crewel embroidery from Kashmir, you support local artisans and
preserve a cultural tradition that has flourished for centuries.



So, immerse yourself in the beauty of Kashmiri crewel embroidery, explore the
numerous designs and colors available, and find the perfect piece to add an
exquisite touch to your home.
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Collecting Aari: The Amazing Crewel Embroidery of Kashmir, India Buying Guide
was written to help the buyers of Kashmir crewel embroidery understand the
background of this fascinating collecting field, to learn about some of the most
popular types, and find resources for purchase of both personal and household
aari, with photos throughout.
Ari is also spelled aari, aaree, and aree. In the area of India known as Kashmir
(also spelled Kasmir), embroidery is important and has been for many centuries.
There are several types of traditional needle art but this buying guide is about
aari, a type of crewel or chain stitch embroidery used for all kinds of items,
perhaps most famously, for rugs. The crewel embroidered rugs of Kashmir,
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whether silk or wool, are highly prized the world over.
When Indian ari crewel embroidery is found on personal textiles like shawls,
clothing, curtains, and bedspreads, it is also called Kashida. Unlike the other type
of ari, it does not completely cover the base fabric. The background fabric
becomes part of the design, too. The base fabric can be cotton, rayon, silk,
pashmina, or a blend. But when wool or silk ari is created for household textiles
like rugs, tapestries, wall hangings, table runners, pillow cases and chair covers,
it covers every square inch of the entire base fabric in stitches. This type of ari
leaves no fabric exposed. This is one of the most remarkable and beautiful
aspects of this type of embroidery.
Kasmiri aree household item embroidery is an ancient form of intricate
threadwork, a type of two-handed chain stitch or crewelwork using a long, hooked
needle called an aari, and wooden frame. It covers every square inch of the base
fabric. Open background areas are filled in with concentric rings of stitches that
are so tight and even, they may appear machine-made to the uninitiated. The
completed item is attached to a thick cotton canvas back.
This series of booklets, Buying Guides for International Collectables, celebrates
folk art and collectable items from around the world, including some that are not
well-known but that are affordable and fascinating. Ceramics, wood carvings,
semi-precious gemstones, embroidery, sculpture, and sterling silver figurines are
just some of the areas explored. Let’s feast our eyes on the traditional arts and
crafts of India, Mexico, Russia, Ghana, USA, Brazil, Japan, China, and many
other nations.
TABLE OF CONTENTS: Kashmir’s Special Embroidery, Two Types of Ari:
Personal Textiles and Household Textiles, Personal Textile Aari, Household
Textile Ari, Wool and Silk, Where to Buy, Care and Cleaning and Safety, Uses, A
Uniquely Beautiful Embroidery and Art Form.
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