
Take Command Captain Farragut Peter Roop -
A Heroic Leader of the Seas
When we talk about courageous leaders who have made significant contributions
to maritime history, the name Captain Farragut Peter Roop instantly comes to
mind. He was not only a skilled naval officer but also a symbol of bravery and
leadership. Join us as we dive into the fascinating life and accomplishments of
this remarkable man.

The Early Years

Born in a small coastal town in Virginia in 1801, Farragut Peter Roop developed a
deep fascination for the sea at a very young age. Growing up near the waters, he
spent most of his free time sailing makeshift boats and dreaming of becoming a
great sailor one day. His passion for the ocean and naval tactics continued to
flourish as he reached adolescence.

At the age of 13, Roop's dream turned into reality when he enlisted in the United
States Navy. His determination and commitment soon earned him recognition,
and by the age of 21, he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant. During this time,
he gained invaluable experience by serving in various naval vessels and
engaging in several crucial battles.

Take Command, Captain Farragut!
by Peter Roop (Kindle Edition)

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 3163 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled

http://indexdiscoveries.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcHErclZDMmt5UDRlVmdTaWJqZUN4TUw1bC9yUHhGOWV4d1Q0YkdwWWIwWklvY1ZVY1hwTkVsRGtqeERWVE1qT0pzaVNnVkpGYjlnMmcvR29BWnpCV1JnPT0=:f4.pdf
http://indexdiscoveries.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcHErclZDMmt5UDRlVmdTaWJqZUN4TUw1bC9yUHhGOWV4d1Q0YkdwWWIwWklvY1ZVY1hwTkVsRGtqeERWVE1qT0pzaVNnVkpGYjlnMmcvR29BWnpCV1JnPT0=:f4.pdf


Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 41 pages
Lending : Enabled

Bravery in the Face of Adversity

It was during the American Civil War that Captain Roop truly showcased his
exceptional leadership skills and courage. In 1862, he was assigned to command
the Union naval forces in the Battle of New Orleans, one of the most pivotal
conflicts of the war. Despite facing a formidable enemy and navigating
treacherous waters, Roop's unwavering determination led his fleet to a
resounding victory.

Perhaps the most iconic moment of Captain Roop's career came during the
Battle of Mobile Bay in 1864. Leading a fleet of ships, he uttered the famous
words, "Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead!" as he courageously charged
towards the enemies. This act of bravery not only boosted the morale of his crew
but also ensured a decisive victory for the Union forces.

A Legacy of Leadership

After the war, Captain Roop continued to serve in the United States Navy, holding
various leadership positions. His expert navigation skills, strategic thinking, and
unwavering sense of duty made him a trusted advisor and mentor to many young
officers. His valuable contributions greatly influenced the future of naval warfare
and strategy.

Throughout his life, Roop remained dedicated to implementing modernization and
technological advancements in naval forces. He strongly advocated for the use of
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ironclad warships and steam-powered vessels, revolutionizing naval warfare
tactics. His foresight and innovations played a significant role in shaping the
future of naval battles.

Remembering a Hero

As a renowned figure in maritime history, Captain Farragut Peter Roop's legacy
lives on. His bravery, leadership, and unwavering commitment to duty continue to
inspire generations of naval officers. Roop is celebrated as a national hero, with
numerous monuments, parks, and naval vessels named in his honor.

Today, as we reflect on the remarkable life of Captain Roop, we are reminded of
the indomitable human spirit and the power of leadership in forging paths of
success even in the face of adversity.
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The story of the ten-year-old boy who becomes captain of a ship

After his mother’s death, young David Glasgow Farragut is forced to leave home
to live with Captain Porter and his wife. During the War of 1812, Captain Porter is
posted to the Essex, and he chooses to bring David with him to fight the British
Navy. At ten years old, David is the youngest midshipman ever assigned to a
warship in the US Navy. On board, Farragut must not only learn about life at sea,
he must establish his authority over seamen twice his age.
 
Farragut proves his worth as the Essex first sails the Atlantic and then travels
“around the Horn” to the Pacific, where it engages in battle. After taking control of
a captured ship near Valparaíso, Chile, Farragut, only twelve years old, is
assigned his first position as full captain and given the captain’s sword he has
coveted from the start.
 
Told through fictional letters that Farragut wrote to his father from prison after his
capture, Take Command, Captain Farragut! gives young readers an extraordinary
view into the life of an adventurer who today would be a classmate.
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