
Sustainable Transport For Chinese Cities:
Transport And Sustainability

China, with its rapid economic growth, faces numerous challenges when it comes
to transportation. As major cities experience congestion, pollution, and an over-
reliance on fossil fuels, the need for sustainable transport becomes increasingly
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urgent. In this article, we will explore the concept of sustainable transport, its
benefits, and how Chinese cities are working towards a greener future.

What is Sustainable Transport?

Sustainable transport refers to the use of transportation systems and
infrastructure that minimize environmental impact while maximizing efficiency,
affordability, and social equity. It involves promoting alternative modes of
transportation such as walking, cycling, and public transit, as well as the adoption
of clean energy vehicles.
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There are several key principles that guide sustainable transport:

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions

Minimizing air and noise pollution

Promoting energy efficiency
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Ensuring accessibility for all, including people with disabilities

Creating livable cities with safe and attractive streetscapes

Encouraging active transportation

Integrating land use and transportation planning

Reducing traffic congestion

The Benefits of Sustainable Transport

Sustainable transport offers several benefits that go beyond environmental
considerations. In Chinese cities, where traffic congestion and air pollution are
significant issues, embracing sustainable transport can have a profound impact
on the quality of life for residents.

1. Improved Air Quality: By reducing the number of cars on the road and
promoting cleaner modes of transport, such as electric vehicles and public
transit, sustainable transport can significantly improve air quality in cities.
This has positive effects on public health, reducing respiratory and
cardiovascular diseases associated with pollution.

2. Reduced Traffic Congestion: Sustainable transport solutions, such as
dedicated bus lanes, bike lanes, and pedestrian-friendly infrastructure, can
help reduce traffic congestion in cities. This leads to shorter travel times,
increased productivity, and improved efficiency of transportation networks.

3. Health Benefits: Encouraging walking, cycling, and other forms of active
transportation promotes physical activity, resulting in improved health
outcomes for individuals. Additionally, reduced pollution levels contribute to a
healthier living environment.



4. Social Equity: Sustainable transport ensures accessibility for all, regardless
of income or physical abilities. This fosters social inclusion and provides
equal opportunities for transportation, enhancing overall equity in society.

5. Economic Opportunities: The shift towards sustainable transport creates
new job opportunities in industries such as electric vehicle manufacturing,
renewable energy production, and public transit operations. It stimulates
economic growth while reducing dependence on imported fossil fuels.

6. Enhanced Livability: By creating walkable neighborhoods, promoting public
spaces, and reducing traffic noise, sustainable transport contributes to the
creation of livable cities that prioritize the well-being of residents.

Efforts for Sustainable Transport in Chinese Cities

Chinese cities recognize the importance of sustainable transport and have
implemented various measures to address the transportation challenges they
face. These initiatives include:

Expansion of Public Transit: Cities like Beijing and Shanghai have robust
metro systems that continue to expand, providing efficient and low-carbon
options for commuters.

Bike-Sharing Programs: Numerous Chinese cities have implemented large-
scale bike-sharing programs that encourage cycling as a viable mode of
transportation for short distances. This not only reduces congestion but also
promotes physical activity.

Electric Vehicle Adoption: The Chinese government has incentivized the
adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) through favorable policies such as
subsidies and stricter emissions standards. This has led to a significant



increase in EV sales, making China the largest market for electric cars
globally.

Pedestrian-Friendly Infrastructure: Many cities have invested in creating
pedestrian-friendly zones, improving sidewalks, and constructing dedicated
bike lanes to prioritize non-motorized transport modes.

Integrated Transport Planning: Chinese cities are actively integrating land
use and transportation planning to create compact, mixed-use developments
that minimize the need for long commutes.

Challenges and Future Outlook

Despite the progress made, Chinese cities still face several challenges in
achieving sustainable transport. The rapid urbanization and increasing number of
private vehicles pose ongoing challenges for traffic management and pollution
control.

However, the Chinese government's commitment to sustainability is strong, and
they continue to implement policies to address these challenges. The promotion
of electric vehicles, investment in public transit infrastructure, and support for
non-motorized transport are all steps in the right direction.

Looking ahead, sustainable transport will play a vital role in shaping the future of
Chinese cities. With a focus on reducing emissions, improving air quality, and
enhancing the overall livability of urban areas, Chinese cities have the potential to
become global leaders in sustainable transportation.

Sustainable transport is essential for Chinese cities to overcome the challenges
associated with rapid urbanization. By prioritizing alternative modes of
transportation, reducing emissions, and improving accessibility, Chinese cities
can create greener, healthier, and more livable urban environments.



The efforts made so far are promising, but there is still work to be done.
Continued investment in sustainable transport infrastructure, public education,
and policy support is crucial for achieving a truly sustainable and resilient
transportation system in Chinese cities.
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The volume is based on papers presented at a workshop on the green transport
agenda and its implications for Chinese cities, organised by the World
Conference on Transport Research Society in September 2010. The five sections
of this volume review the challenges facing urban transport internationally and in
China. It considers approaches to policy formulation, the challenge of urban
mobility and the development of green sustainable transportation, by reviewing
best practice in objective setting, strategy analysis and policy selection, and
comparing these with current practice in China. The authors examine passenger
transport, and consider a number of current policy interventions in China and
compare these with western experience with demand management and new
vehicle technologies. Topics include 5D land-use transport model for a high
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density, rapidly growing city and Contextual requirements for electric vehicles in
developed and developing countries. Finally freight and logistics is addressed,
including the role of freight villages and milk run strategies, and challenges and
policy recommendations for road freight in Shanghai.
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