
Study Guide for Don Delillo's Libra: Unlocking
the Secrets of Lee Harvey Oswald

Are you fascinated by conspiracy theories and historical events that have shaped
the world we live in? If so, Don Delillo's Libra is a book you cannot miss.
Published in 1988, this gripping novel delves into the mind of one of the most
controversial figures in history - Lee Harvey Oswald, the assassin of President
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John F. Kennedy. In this study guide, we will explore the key themes, characters,
and symbolism present in Libra, providing you with a comprehensive analysis to
deepen your understanding of this seminal work.

The Plot: A Blend of Fact and Fiction

Libra meticulously reconstructs the life and experiences of Lee Harvey Oswald,
drawing from extensive research and historical records. Delillo blurs the lines
between fact and fiction, challenging the reader to question their assumptions
about the assassination of JFK. The novel presents multiple perspectives,
offering deep insights into Oswald's troubled past, his motivations, and the
conspiracies surrounding his role in the assassination.
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Character Analysis: Oswald and the Cast of Libra

Central to Libra is the character of Lee Harvey Oswald - a complex and enigmatic
figure. Through Delillo's masterful portrayal, we dive deep into Oswald's psyche,
exploring his ideological beliefs, personal struggles, and the events that shaped
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him as a person. Alongside Oswald, we are introduced to a cast of characters,
including Nicholas Branch, an investigator researching the JFK assassination,
and various CIA agents and conspirators. Each character serves a unique role in
unraveling the mystery and adds depth to this enthralling narrative.

Themes and Symbolism: Unveiling the Layers

Libra explores several overarching themes that resonate with readers. The
concept of power and its corrupting influence is a central motif throughout the
story. Delillo delves into the tension between individual agency and larger political
forces, raising questions about the role of government and the nature of truth.
Additionally, the motif of duality, represented through the twin obsessions of
Oswald and the Kennedy brothers, adds a layer of complexity to the narrative and
invites readers to ponder heavily on the interplay of personal and public lives.

Delillo's Style: Language as a Key Asset

Don Delillo is known for his distinctive writing style, and Libra showcases his
talent for crafting evocative narratives. His prose is sharp, precise, and laden with
profound observations on human nature and society. The careful choice of words
and imagery contributes to the mood and ambiance of the story, immersing
readers in the tense and introspective world of the characters.

Why Read Libra?

Libra is a must-read for those intrigued by the enigma of Lee Harvey Oswald and
the controversial events surrounding the assassination of JFK. Delillo's novel
offers a unique perspective, encouraging readers to question established
narratives and consider alternate possibilities. It is a thought-provoking
exploration of power, identity, and the nature of truth in a world heavily influenced
by political machinations.



So, if you are ready to embark on an intellectual journey and uncover the secrets
behind one of the most impactful events in modern history, grab yourself a copy
of Don Delillo's Libra. With this comprehensive study guide, you will be armed
with the knowledge and insights necessary to fully appreciate the depth and
significance of this remarkable novel.
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Course Hero Study Guides:Get Unstuck!

You've read the book, but you don't understand the symbolism. You've been to
every class, but it's 2 a.m. and your essay is due at 9:00. Your midterm is Friday
and you need a boost.

We've been there. We know what it's like to study, work, have a life, do your best,
and still need help. Course Hero Study Guides untie the knots. You do the work--
we give you the tools to make every minute count. We help you get unstuck.
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Course Hero Study Guide for Libra includes:

An infographic depicting the plot and main characters

A chapter-by-chapter summary and analysis

Key quotes

An overview, context, plot summary, characters, symbols, themes, and bio of
Don DeLillo
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