
Step into the Magical World of the Early Years
of the National Ballet of Canada
Since its inception in 1951, the National Ballet of Canada has captivated
audiences around the world with its impeccable technique, emotive storytelling,
and artistic excellence. In this article, we will take you on a time-travel journey to
explore the magical early years of this iconic ballet company. Prepare to be
enchanted by the graceful movements, the mesmerizing performances, and the
remarkable pioneers who laid the foundation for its illustrious success.

The Birth of a Visionary Ballet Company

It all began with the visionary and charismatic Celia Franca, a young English
dancer who dreamed of establishing a prominent ballet company in Canada. In
1951, Franca founded the National Ballet of Canada, setting the wheels in motion
for what would become a thriving cultural landmark. Franca's passion for dance
and her unwavering commitment to nurturing local talent propelled the company
into the spotlight right from its very first performance.

For its inaugural performance, the National Ballet of Canada showcased a
repertoire that ranged from classical masterpieces to contemporary works.
Audiences were spellbound by the elegance and precision on display, and they
immediately recognized the world-class caliber of the Canadian dancers. The
company's commitment to excellence and artistic innovation quickly garnered it a
reputation as a ballet company to watch.
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Breaking Boundaries and Elevating Canadian Talent

Throughout the early years, the National Ballet of Canada pushed boundaries
and challenged conventions by showcasing daring and groundbreaking works. It
became a stage for Canadian choreographers to flourish, with inventive pieces
that highlighted the country's unique cultural heritage.

One of the notable figures of the early National Ballet was the choreographer and
dancer Anne Soledad. With her unrivaled ability to blend classical ballet with
indigenous Canadian influences, Soledad crafted unforgettable productions that
brought newfound excitement to the stage. Her ability to weave traditional stories
into visually stunning performances made her an icon of the Canadian dance
scene.

Another rising star during this period was Erik Bruhn, a Danish ballet dancer who
sought to revolutionize ballet in Canada. Bruhn's refined technique, unparalleled
elegance, and magnetic stage presence captivated audiences and helped elevate
the company's international status.

A Glimpse into the Spectacular Productions
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In the early years of the National Ballet of Canada, the repertoire encompassed a
diverse range of classical and contemporary works that showcased the dancers'
virtuosity and versatility.

One of the most groundbreaking productions was the Canadian premiere of "The
Nutcracker" in 1954. It quickly became a beloved holiday tradition, delighting
audiences with its enchanting story, beautiful costumes, and breathtaking
choreography. This exquisite production solidified the National Ballet's position as
a leading ballet company in Canada and further fueled its rapid growth.

In 1967, the company premiered "Romeo and Juliet," choreographed by
legendary English dancer and choreographer Sir Frederick Ashton. This critically
acclaimed production, set to Sergei Prokofiev's haunting score, showcased
elegant pas de deux and emotionally charged performances.

The Impact of the National Ballet of Canada

As the National Ballet of Canada continued to evolve and flourish, it left an
indelible mark on the Canadian arts landscape. The company's exceptional talent
and innovative approach to ballet served as an inspiration to aspiring dancers
across the country.

Moreover, the National Ballet of Canada's commitment to community
engagement and education programs helped bring the beauty of ballet to diverse
audiences. Through initiatives such as the Sharing Dance Program and the
Young People's Theatre, the company aimed to make ballet accessible to all,
nurturing a new generation of dance enthusiasts and fostering a deep
appreciation for the performing arts.

Looking Ahead to a Glorious Future



As we reflect on the early years of the National Ballet of Canada, we cannot help
but be in awe of its remarkable journey. From humble beginnings to becoming a
cultural treasure, the company has embraced its rich history while propelling
ballet into new and exciting territories.

Today, the National Ballet of Canada continues to push boundaries, captivate
audiences with breathtaking performances, and nurture the next generation of
dancers. With its unwavering commitment to artistic excellence and innovation, it
is poised to shape the future of ballet both in Canada and on the international
stage.
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Early Days, Early Dancers documents the first decade of the National Ballet,
focusing on the dancers of the 1950s, especially principal dancers Lois Smith,
David Adams, Angela Leigh, Donald Mahler, and Celia Franca, herself a dancer
and later the Company’s Artistic Director. With an enthusiastic foreword by Karen
Kain, and a moving afterword by Veronica Tennant, the book includes pieces by
twenty-two dancers, plus memorial tributes to dancers who have passed away.
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Contributions explore the dancer’s journey through St. Lawrence Hall, summer
school, rehearsal, and life on tour, as well as life after a career in dance. Portraits
includes comments by the dancers on such figures as Celia Franca, Betty
Oliphant, and Kay Ambrose among others, and memorial tributes to those dance
figures who have died are written by well-known writers contemporaries such as
Michael Crabbe, John Fraser, Vanessa Harwood, and Veronica Tennant. These
memories of the Company’s early dancers provide a unique impression of the
origins of the National Ballet, and the history of dance in Canada, and highlight
the way the present dances on the shoulders of those who have gone before.
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