
Starters by Lissa Price - The Perfect
Dystopian Thriller

Are you a fan of dystopian fiction that keeps you on the edge of your seat? Look
no further than Lissa Price's captivating novel, Starters. With its gripping storyline,
unique premise, and memorable characters, Starters is a must-read for any lover
of the genre.
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The Plot

In the near future, a devastating war and a deadly bacteria have wiped out all
adults, leaving only teenagers and the elderly alive. These young survivors,
known as Starters, struggle to survive in a world where resources are scarce and
hope is fading.
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Callie Woodland, the 16-year-old protagonist, is a desperate Starter trying to
provide for her sickly younger brother. When she discovers Prime Destinations, a
corporation offering small monetary compensation in exchange for renting out the
bodies of Starters to elderly Enders, she sees it as an opportunity to secure a
better future for her family.

However, as Callie goes through the process of renting her body, she soon
realizes that something sinister is happening within Prime Destinations. With the
help of a rebel group known as the Old Man's Army, she embarks on a dangerous
mission to uncover the truth about the organization and save herself and her
loved ones.

The World Building
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One of the major strengths of Starters is the immersive world-building by Lissa
Price. She masterfully crafts a dystopian society that feels both familiar and
terrifyingly plausible. The contrast between the opulent lives of the elderly Enders
and the impoverished existence of the Starters is vividly depicted, making the
reader feel the stark divide between the two classes.

Price also delves into the ethical questions surrounding the body rental process.
The concept of "body snatching" raises thought-provoking issues about identity,
autonomy, and the exploitation of the young by the old. These themes add depth
and complexity to the narrative, elevating it beyond a simple dystopian thriller.

The Characters

Starters introduces a cast of memorable characters that readers will easily
become invested in. Callie, the resourceful and determined protagonist, is a
relatable and likable heroine. Her journey from a vulnerable Starter to a strong-
willed fighter is both inspiring and captivating.

The enigmatic and mysterious Old Man, leader of the rebel group, adds layers of
intrigue to the story. His motivations and past are gradually revealed, keeping the
reader guessing until the very end. The other Starters and Enders that Callie
encounters along the way also contribute to the richness of the narrative.

The Writing Style

Lissa Price's writing style is fast-paced and engaging, making Starters a page-
turner from start to finish. The suspenseful plot, filled with unexpected twists and
turns, keeps readers hooked and eager to uncover the truth alongside Callie.

The vivid descriptions and vivid imagery bring the dystopian world to life, allowing
readers to fully immerse themselves in the story. Price's attention to detail and



ability to evoke emotions make Starters an unforgettable reading experience.

If you are looking for a thrilling dystopian novel that will keep you on the edge of
your seat, Starters by Lissa Price is the perfect choice. With its compelling plot,
well-developed characters, and thought-provoking themes, it is an engaging read
that will leave you wanting more.
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An international bestseller published in over thirty countries, this riveting sci-fi
dystopic thriller is “a bona fide page-turner.” --MTV.com

Callie lost her parents when the Spore Wars wiped out everyone between the
ages of twenty and sixty. She and her little brother, Tyler, go on the run, living as
squatters with their friend Michael and fighting off renegades who would kill them
for a cookie.

Callie’s only hope is Prime Destinations, a disturbing place in Beverly Hills run by
a mysterious figure known as the Old Man. He hires teens to rent their bodies to
Enders—seniors who want to be young again. Callie, desperate for the money
that will keep her, Tyler, and Michael alive, agrees to be a donor. But the
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neurochip they place in Callie’s head malfunctions and she wakes up in the life of
her renter.

Callie soon discovers that her renter intends to do more than party—and that
Prime Destinations’ plans are more evil than she could ever have imagined. . . .

Includes Portrait of a Spore, a never-before-published short story that takes place
in the world of STARTERS.

Praise for STARTERS:

“A smart, swift, inventive, altogether gripping story.” —#1 New York Times
bestselling author DEAN KOONTZ
 
“Compelling, pulse-pounding, exciting . . . Don’t miss it!” —New York
Times bestselling author Melissa Marr

“Readers who have been waiting for a worthy successor to Suzanne
Collins’s The Hunger Games will find it here. Dystopian sci-fi at its best.” —Los
Angeles Times
 
“Intriguing, thought-provoking and addictive.” —BookReporter.com
 
“Readers will stay hooked. . . . Constantly rising stakes keep this debut intense.”
—Kirkus Reviews
 
“Fast-paced dystopian fiction. . . . The inevitable sequel can’t appear soon
enough.” —Booklist
 



"Intriguing, fast-paced . . . Fans of dystopian novels will be completely engaged
and clamoring for the sequel." —School Library Journal

“Addictive and alluring.” —Examiner.com
 
“Chilling and riveting.” —Shelf-Awareness.com
 
“A must-read for fans of The Hunger Games and Legend. Fast-paced, romantic,
and thought-provoking.” —Justine
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