So You Want To Work In Theatre - A
Comprehensive Guide

The world of theatre is a magical place filled with creativity, passion, and the
power to transport audiences to different worlds. If you've dreamt of working in
theatre, whether on stage or behind the scenes, this comprehensive guide will
provide you with valuable insights, advice, and tips to help you turn your dream

into a reality.

1. Understanding the Different Roles

The first step towards a career in theatre is understanding the various roles
available. Whether you aspire to be an actor, director, set designer, costume
designer, lighting technician, or stage manager, each role brings its unique set of

challenges and rewards.

By exploring different roles, you can determine which aspect of theatre resonates
with you the most. Remember, it's never too late to switch roles or explore

multiple areas of theatre.
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2. Education and Training

While formal education is not always necessary to work in theatre, it can provide
a solid foundation and open doors to opportunities. Consider pursuing a degree in
theatre arts, drama, or a related field to gain theoretical knowledge, practical

skills, and exposure to the industry.

Additionally, enrolling in acting classes, improv workshops, or technical training
programs can help you enhance your skills and expand your network. Real-world
experience and internships are invaluable in the theatre industry, so be proactive

in seeking out opportunities to gain practical knowledge.

3. Building Your Portfolio and Resume

In the competitive theatre industry, a well-crafted portfolio and resume can make
a significant difference. Aspiring actors should create a demo reel showcasing
their best performances and a headshot that captures their unique essence.
Directors, designers, and technicians should maintain a portfolio that highlights

their best work.

It's essential to constantly update and refine your portfolio as you gain new
experiences and skills. Seek feedback from industry professionals to ensure your

portfolio accurately reflects your abilities and potential.

4. Networking and Making Connections

Networking plays a vital role in the theatre industry, so start connecting with
professionals as early as possible. Attend industry events, workshops, and

theatre festivals to meet like-minded individuals and industry veterans.
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Join theatre groups, volunteer with local productions, or consider joining
professional organizations such as Actors' Equity Association or the Theatre
Communications Group. By forging relationships with other passionate individuals
in the field, you increase your chances of finding job opportunities, mentors, and

collaborators.

5. Stay Updated with the Industry

The theatre industry is constantly evolving, and staying updated with the latest
trends, productions, and techniques is crucial. Subscribe to theatre publications,
follow industry blogs, and attend conferences and seminars to broaden your

knowledge.

Having a deep understanding of the current landscape can help you tailor your
skills, audition for relevant roles, or contribute innovative ideas to theatre

productions. Never stop learning and keep pushing the boundaries of your craft.

6. Overcoming Challenges and Rejection

Working in theatre comes with its fair share of challenges and rejection. It's
essential to develop resilience and handle rejection with grace. Remember, every
audition or job opportunity that doesn't work out is an opportunity to grow and

learn.

Stay persistent, hone your skills, and seek constructive feedback. Develop a
support system of fellow artists who can understand and empathize with the

highs and lows of a theatre career.

7. Embrace Collaboration and Teamwork

Theatre is a collaborative art form that thrives on teamwork and cooperation.

Embrace the spirit of collaboration and develop strong interpersonal skills.



Cultivate relationships with fellow actors, designers, directors, and technicians by

being reliable, respectful, and open to feedback.

Remember that success in theatre often depends on how well you work in a
team. By fostering positive relationships, you enhance your chances of being
recommended for future opportunities and creating impactful, memorable

productions.

8. Embracing the Journey

Lastly, embrace the journey of working in theatre. It is a demanding, yet incredibly
rewarding profession that allows you to bring stories to life, touch lives, and make

a lasting impact.

Patience, dedication, and perseverance are key ingredients for success in this
industry. Cherish every opportunity, learn from every experience, and never lose

sight of why you fell in love with theatre in the first place.

Now that you have a comprehensive guide to help you embark on your journey in
theatre, it's time to take the first step. Whether you choose to audition for a local
production, pursue formal training, or build connections within the industry,
remember that passion and determination are the driving forces behind a

successful career in theatre.

So go ahead, immerse yourself in the magic, and let your dreams take center

stage.
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An essential guide for young people who want to work in the theatre - but aren't

sure exactly what they want to do, or how to get to do it.

Many young people are eager to experience the excitement and allure of working
in theatre, but often this only goes as far as imagining themselves as actors, on
stage in front of an audience every night. In reality, there are more jobs off the
stage than on it. They can be every bit as rewarding as acting - and certainly

more secure because there are invariably fewer people competing for each one.

Using her expertise as Education and Training Editor for The Stage, Susan Elkin
encourages aspiring theatre-makers and workers to look beyond acting to some
of the other behind-the-scenes options available: playwriting, directing, producing,
designing, stage management, administration, publicity, front-of-house, stage

door... *

She describes what each job entails and how you might achieve that role,
including relevant courses and training opportunities offered in the UK. There are
also numerous case studies of theatre professionals describing how they got

where they are, and top tips for following in their footsteps.
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Written in a clear, no-nonsense style, this book is an ideal starting point for
students considering a career in theatre, but also a useful tool for parents,
teachers and career-advisers looking to learn more about the options open to

interested young people.

* And, for those of you who really must, the book does cover how to get into

acting too.

'l wish this had been published when | was at school' Teaching Drama Magazine

'provides a clear overview of work opportunities in and around theatre and really

should be available to young people in schools across the country' Drama
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