
Six Degrees Of Separation Play: Unveiling the
Intricate Connections of Our World

Have you ever wondered how interconnected our world truly is? How two
seemingly unrelated individuals can be connected by just a handful or even a
chain of others? This intriguing concept is perfectly captured in the iconic play, Six
Degrees of Separation.
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The Genesis of Six Degrees of Separation

Six Degrees of Separation is a play written by John Guare in 1990. Inspired by
the famous idea proposed by psychologist Stanley Milgram in the 1960s, Guare
skillfully weaves a tale that explores how closely knit our society is through a
series of chance occurrences, connections, and hidden truths.
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The Plot

The play revolves around an affluent New York City couple, the Kittridges, who
encounter a charismatic young con artist named Paul while he poses as a friend
of their children. Paul manages to enter the Kittredge's residence under false
pretenses, setting in motion a series of unexpected events revealing the
interconnectedness of their lives with others from different social strata.

The Excitement of Overlapping Lives

As the play progresses, we witness the fascinating web of relationships that link
Paul to various characters, from art dealers to Hollywood celebrities to everyday
people. The concept of six degrees of separation asserts that anyone can be
connected to anyone else in the world through a chain of six or fewer
intermediaries. The play showcases this concept brilliantly, demonstrating the
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incredible ripple effect a single individual can have on the lives of others, be it
intentionally or unintentionally.

The Double-edged Sword of Deception

Paul's lies and manipulation form the central theme of the play. Through his
charming facade, he effortlessly convinces others of his connections and his
place in their lives. This raises thought-provoking questions regarding trust,
identity, and the blurred lines between reality and fiction. It reminds us that our
perception of others may not be as accurate as we think, as we are all connected
through a complex nexus of relationships that can be influenced by deceit.

Impacting Popular Culture and Beyond

Six Degrees of Separation had a significant impact on popular culture and was
even adapted into a film in 1993, starring Will Smith. It continues to inspire
discussions about human connections, the nature of truth, and the way our lives
intertwine with those we encounter daily. This concept is not limited to the stage
or the big screen; it reflects the intricate tapestry of relationships we all navigate
in our own lives.



The Relevance Today

In an increasingly interconnected world driven by technology and social media,
the idea of six degrees of separation has gained further significance. Platforms
like Facebook and LinkedIn have expanded our networks exponentially, making it
easier than ever to uncover hidden connections. It serves as a poignant reminder
that regardless of our differences, we are all part of a global network, with threads
linking us to others in unexpected ways.

In

Six Degrees of Separation play is a captivating exploration of the intricate
connections that shape our lives. It delves into the seemingly arbitrary encounters
that can alter our paths and highlights the interwoven fabric of our society. As we
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navigate the twists and turns of our own lives, let us remember that we are all just
six degrees away from the next life-altering connection.

Sources:

https://www.nytimes.com/1990/12/02/theater/the-secret-to-the-success-of-
six-degrees.html

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Six-Degrees-of-Separation-play-by-Guare
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In this soaring and deeply provacative tragicomedy of race, class, and manners,
John Guare has created the msot important American play in years. Six Degrees
of Separation is one of those rare works that capture both the supercharged
pulse of our present era and the deepest and most mysterious movements of the
human heart.

Six Degrees of Separation won the 1990 New York Drama Critics Circle Award for
Best Play, as well as the Hull Warriner Award and the Obie.
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