
Shooting The Moon - A Captivating Journey
Made Possible By Frances Roark Dowell
Are you ready for a thrilling adventure through the eyes of twelve-year-old Jamie
Dexter? If you love books that transport you to another world, then "Shooting The
Moon" by Frances Roark Dowell is a must-read. Get ready to embark on a
heartwarming and captivating journey in this middle-grade novel.

Frances Roark Dowell, known for her incredible storytelling abilities, has once
again proven her literary prowess with this gem of a book. Published in 2008,
"Shooting The Moon" has gained immense popularity among readers of all ages.
Let's delve deeper into the mesmerizing plot, compelling characters, and the
profound themes this book explores.

The Engrossing Storyline

"Shooting The Moon" revolves around Jamie Dexter, whose brother, T.J., is
serving in the Vietnam War. Jamie's fascination with photography becomes her
solace during T.J.'s absence. With her trusty camera in hand, Jamie embarks on
an emotional journey, capturing the essence of life on the army base where her
father is stationed.
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Grade level : 3 - 6
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Dowell's vivid descriptions take us right into the heart of Jamie's world. We
witness her struggles, triumphs, and the complex emotions she experiences as
she navigates her way through the challenges of growing up in a time of war. The
plot unfolds with unexpected twists and turns, keeping readers on the edge of
their seats until the very end.

Unforgettable Characters

Dowell has a remarkable talent for creating characters that feel real and relatable.
Jamie, the young protagonist, is a breath of fresh air. Her determination and
resilience make her a captivating character to follow. We watch her blossom from
an innocent and curious young girl to a mature and insightful individual, all
through the lens of her camera.

Other characters in the book, such as Private Hollister and Sergeant Hennessey,
add depth and complexity to the story. Dowell masterfully explores their
relationships with Jamie, reflecting the intricate dynamics that exist between
individuals during times of war.

Themes That Resonate

Beyond its captivating plot and well-developed characters, "Shooting The Moon"
delves into profound themes that will strike a chord with readers. One prevalent
theme is the exploration of the impact of war on families, particularly children.
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Dowell skillfully portrays the emotional turmoil and the indomitable spirit that can
emerge from such experiences.

The theme of resilience also shines through in the book. Jamie's determination to
find beauty and hope amidst chaos and uncertainty serves as an inspiration for
readers facing their own challenges. "Shooting The Moon" teaches us that even
in the darkest of times, there is always a glimmer of light.

A Timeless Classic

No matter your age, "Shooting The Moon" is a book that will leave an indelible
mark on your heart. Dowell's beautiful prose, attention to detail, and ability to craft
dynamic narratives make this book a timeless classic. This heartwarming tale
reminds us of the power of love, resilience, and the enduring strength of the
human spirit.

If you're yearning for a captivating journey that will keep you engrossed from
beginning to end, look no further than "Shooting The Moon." Frances Roark
Dowell's beautifully written masterpiece will transport you to a different era,
leaving you with a renewed appreciation for the complexities of life and the
indomitable nature of the human spirit.

"Shooting The Moon" by Frances Roark Dowell is a captivating masterpiece that
explores the power of resilience, the impact of war, and the beauty that can be
found in even the most challenging circumstances. This middle-grade novel takes
readers on an emotional journey through Jamie Dexter's eyes, weaving a
spellbinding tale that will leave you inspired and moved.

As you turn the final page, you'll be left with a renewed sense of hope and
appreciation for the enduring strength of the human spirit. With its engaging



storyline, unforgettable characters, and timeless themes, "Shooting The Moon"
stands as a testament to Frances Roark Dowell's exceptional storytelling abilities.
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JAMIE THINKS HER FATHER CAN DO ANYTHING....

UNTIL THE ONE TIME HE CAN DO NOTHING.

When twelve-year-old Jamie Dexter's brother joins the Army and is sent to
Vietnam, Jamie is plum thrilled. She can't wait to get letters from the front lines
describing the excitement of real-life combat: the sound of helicopters, the smell
of gunpowder, the exhilaration of being right in the thick of it. After all, they've
both dreamed of following in the footsteps of their father, the Colonel.

But TJ's first letter isn't a letter at all. It's a roll of undeveloped film, the first of
many. What Jamie sees when she develops TJ's photographs reveals a whole
new side of the war. Slowly the shine begins to fade off of Army life - and the
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Colonel. How can someone she's worshipped her entire life be just as helpless to
save her brother as she is?

From the author of the Edgar Award-winning Dovey Coe comes a novel, both
timely and timeless, about the sacrifices we make for what we believe and the
people we love.
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