
Saving Our History One Photo At Time: How
Preserving Photographs Can Help Preserve
Our Past
Photographs capture moments, freeze them in time, and allow us to cherish
memories for generations to come. They are windows into the past, giving us a
glimpse into the lives of our ancestors, historical events, and the evolution of our
society. Unfortunately, these precious memories can deteriorate over time due to
environmental factors, neglect, or accidents. That's why it is crucial to save our
history one photo at a time.

The Importance of Preserving Photographs

Photographs offer us a tangible connection to our history. They are a visual
representation of precious moments, milestones, and significant events. Imagine
stumbling upon a black and white photograph of your great-grandparents on their
wedding day or finding a faded image of your hometown from a bygone era.
These images not only provide a glimpse into the past but also help us
understand our cultural heritage and individual identity.

Preserving photographs is not just about nostalgia; it's about safeguarding our
history for future generations. Photographs are vulnerable to fading, discoloration,
mold, water damage, and even pests. Without proper care, these delicate pieces
of history can be lost forever. By taking the necessary steps to preserve our
photographs, we can ensure that the stories they hold are passed down to future
generations.
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Tips for Preserving Photographs

Preserving photographs may seem like a daunting task, but with the right
techniques and tools, it can be relatively straightforward. Here are some tips to
help you save your history one photo at a time:

1. Handle with Care

When handling photographs, it's crucial to ensure clean, dry hands to avoid
transferring dirt or oils. Use gloves made from archival-quality materials to protect
fragile images from further damage. It's also essential to avoid exposing
photographs to direct sunlight, extreme temperatures, or high humidity.

2. Store Properly

Choose acid-free and lignin-free storage materials, such as archival-quality
albums, sleeves, and photo boxes to protect your photographs. Avoid using
materials that contain PVC as they can emit harmful gases that deteriorate the
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images over time. Store photographs in a cool, dry, and dark environment to
minimize the risk of damage.

3. Digitize Your Photos

Digitizing your photographs is an excellent way to preserve them and make them
easily accessible. Use a high-resolution scanner or consult professional photo
digitization services to ensure the best quality digitized copies. Remember to
save the digital files in multiple locations, such as cloud storage or external hard
drives, to safeguard against loss or damage.

4. Restore and Repair Damaged Photos

If your photographs have already suffered damage, don't despair. There are
professional photo restoration services available that can help breathe new life
into your damaged images. These experts can repair tears, remove stains, and
enhance the overall quality of your photographs, allowing you to save even the
most deteriorated images.

The Role of Alt Attributes in Preserving the Historical Significance
of Photographs

While preserving physical photographs is paramount, the use of alt attributes
plays an equally crucial role in maintaining the historical significance of these
images online. Alt attributes are HTML attributes that provide alternative text
descriptions for visual elements like images.

When uploading historical photographs to websites or social media platforms, it's
essential to include descriptive alt attributes to ensure accessibility. These
attributes provide valuable information about the image content to individuals
using screen-reading software or facing visual impairments. By including long



descriptive keywords in the alt attributes, different aspects of the image and its
historical significance can be conveyed effectively.

For instance, a black and white photo of a civil rights march may have an alt
attribute like "Black and white photograph depicting a civil rights march in 1963
led by Martin Luther King Jr., emphasizing the struggle for racial equality during
the Civil Rights Movement." This alt attribute not only provides a more vivid
description of the image but also adds historical context, enhancing the overall
appreciation and understanding of the photograph.

Preserve Our Past, One Photo at a Time

Every photograph has a story to tell, a piece of history waiting to be preserved.
By taking the necessary steps to protect and digitize our photographs, we can
safeguard our collective heritage, allowing future generations to learn from the
past. Whether it's through proper handling, storage, restoration, or the use of alt
attributes, we all have a role to play in saving our history one photo at a time.

So, let's cherish our photographs, be responsible custodians of our history, and
ensure that these visual time capsules continue to inspire, educate, and connect
us to our past for years to come.
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Westport is a village in Eastern Ontario. It lies at the west end of Upper Rideau
Lake, at the head of the navigable Rideau Canal system, between Kingston and
Ottawa.The first settlers to the Westport area arrived in the period between 1810
and 1820. The land was originally granted by the Crown to a Mr. Hunter, but he
never settled in the area and the land was purchased by Reuben Sherwood in
1817. Some of this land was later purchased by the Stoddard and Manhard
families. In 1828, Stoddard built a saw mill and in 1829 the Manhards built a saw
mill and grist mill. It became known at that time as Manhard's Mills. Two local
merchants, Aaron Chambers and Lewis Cameron, named the village Westport in
1841, the name reflecting its location at the west end of Upper Rideau Lake. The
village of Westport was incorporated in 1904 when it separated from North
Crosby Township.Like much of the surrounding area, Westport received a large
number of Irish immigrants in the 1840s through the 1860s, following the Great
Famine in Ireland. St. Edward's Catholic Church at the corner of Concession and
Bedford, built in 1859, was an early cultural centre for the largely Catholic Irish
immigrants. Westport remained a thriving commercial centre through the
nineteenth century and into the twentieth century. The building of the Rideau
Canal allowed goods to be shipped north to Ottawa and south to Kingston. In
1882, an entrepreneur named R.G. Harvey proposed an ambitious project to
build a railway from Brockville to Sault Ste. Marie. The project ran out of money
after the section from Brockville to Westport had been completed in 1888. The
Brockville-Westport line moved goods, mail and people to and from the St.
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Lawrence River and Westport. Many cheese factories were located between
Brockville and Westport. The train was therefore known as the "cheese run." The
rail line also brought tourists north to Westport starting a tradition of Westport as a
tourist destination. The last train travelled the Brockville, Westport and North-
Western Railway line in 1952.A public wharf on a man-made island has dock
space for up to thirty vessels. The Westport Harbour also has a picnic area,
barbecues, and sewage pump-out facilities. Fishing in the area is particularly
good because of the fish-rearing ponds set up by the Government of Ontario in
1957. Yellow perch, smallmouth bass, pickerel, and Northern pike populate the
waters.Foley Mountain Conservation Area, the highest conservation area in the
Rideau Valley, is a picturesque park overlooking Westport. It features a variety of
wildlife in 308 hectares (2.4 km²) of woods and fields. The area also has a sandy
beach with changing facilities. The 300 kilometer Rideau Trail, linking Kingston
and Ottawa, passes through the conservation area.Inverary, Elginburg and Port
Elmsley are small villages in the area.
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