Saving Our History One Photo At Time
Cruising Ontario Continued 104

When it comes to preserving history, every photo holds invaluable stories and
memories. In the picturesque province of Ontario, Canada, history is abundant,
and one way of cherishing it is through photography. As we continue our journey
of Cruising Ontario, we uncover more of its hidden gems and capture moments
frozen in time, ensuring that the heritage of this magnificent region lives on for

generations to come.

Cruising Ontario: A Treasure Trove of History

Ontario, with its rich and diverse cultural background, offers a multitude of
opportunities to explore its history. From charming small towns to bustling cities,
every corner of this province has its own unique story to tell. Through our
continued exploration, we've come across countless fascinating heritage sites

and breathtaking landscapes that beg to be documented and shared.

As we delve into the captivating world of Ontario's history, it becomes apparent
that these photographs are much more than just images; they are a gateway to
our past. They capture the essence of a time long gone, preserving moments that
might otherwise be forgotten. From grand architecture to quaint alleyways, every

photo plays a significant role in the preservation of our collective memories.
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The Importance of Preserving History

History is our connection to the past, providing us with essential knowledge,
lessons, and inspiration. Preserving history through photography ensures that
future generations have a tangible link to their roots, allowing them to understand

and appreciate the journey that led them to where they are today.

Through the lens of a camera, we freeze moments that encapsulate the stories of
those who came before us. These photographs become a window into a different
era, where we can learn about the traditions, struggles, and triumphs of our
ancestors. By documenting the present, we contribute to the collective history of

Ontario, piece by piece.

Exploring Ontario's Hidden Gems

Our journey through Ontario has taken us to numerous extraordinary places,
each with its own historical significance. From Kingston's limestone fortresses to
Ottawa's Parliament Hill, every stopover has provided an opportunity to capture

the beauty and heritage of this magnificent province.
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One remarkable site we visited was the Historic Distillery District in Toronto, a
charming enclave with Victorian-era buildings that have been transformed into
restaurants, shops, and art galleries. As we strolled through the cobblestone
streets, we could feel the ghosts of the past whispering their tales. Capturing the
essence of this unique district through photography enabled us to preserve its

vibrant energy and historical spirit.

An unexpected delight we encountered was the village of Kleinburg, located just
outside of Toronto. The McMichael Canadian Art Collection, nestled in the village,
houses an extensive collection of artworks by indigenous artists and the Group of
Seven. The picturesque grounds of the gallery provided the perfect backdrop to

capture the intersection of art and nature.

Preserving Memories with Every Click

As we navigate through Ontario's historical sites, we are reminded of the
importance of preserving memories. Each click of the camera represents an act
of saving history, ensuring that these moments of beauty and heritage will be

cherished and remembered.

It is not just the grand landmarks and famous sites that demand our attention, but
also the mundane and everyday places that shape our lives. From the small-town
diners to the hidden nature trails, every photo adds a piece to the intricate puzzle

of Ontario's history.

As we continue our journey of Cruising Ontario, we realize that being a keeper of
history is a responsibility that we gladly embrace. Through photography, we
capture the essence of a place, freezing it in time for future generations to

experience and appreciate.



Whether it's a majestic castle or a charming village, every photo holds the power
to transport us to a different era. By preserving these moments, we ensure that
the legacy and stories of Ontario and its people will live on. So grab your camera
and join us in the quest of Saving Our History One Photo At Time Cruising
Ontario Continued 104!
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The St. Lawrence and Great Lakes system was the most efficient route to the
interior of the continent of North America. Large waterways allowed for
substantial sailing vessels to trade and maintain contact with Native allies from
Montreal to the Mississippi with minimal portages and transshipment in smaller
boats. The one great obstacle along the chain of waterways was Niagara Falls
whose dramatic height required some control of the land to allow for a portage

around the escarpment and the falls to the lakes beyond. The strategic
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importance of this area led to the construction of several forts at the mouth of the
river in an attempt to control this critical water route. Fort Niagara is a fortification
originally built to protect the interests of New France in North America. It is
located near Youngstown, New York, on the eastern bank of the Niagara River at
its mouth, on Lake Ontario. René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle built the first
French structure, called Fort Conti, in 1678. In 1687, the Governor of New
France, the Marquis de Denonville, constructed a new fort, a small wooden
complex, at the former site of Fort Conti. He named it Fort Denonville and posted
a hundred men there. In 1726, the first stone structure, a two storey building was
constructed on the same site. It was a critical post for fur trade and defensive
works against the Iroquois.The fort played a significant part in the French and
Indian War, and suffered the only European-style siege in North America in 1759.
It fell to the British in a nineteen day siege in July 1759, called the Battle of Fort
Niagara.Fort George was built by the British Army after Jay’s Treaty (1796)
required Britain to withdraw from Fort Niagara. The new fort was completed in
1802, and consisted of earthworks and palisades, along with internal structures,
including an officer's quarters, blockhouses to accommodate other ranks and
their families, and a stone powder magazine, which is the only original building on
the site.Fort George served as the headquarters for Major-General Brock in 1812.
In May 1813 it was bombarded for two days by the American fleet and the
batteries at Fort Niagara across the river. The British and Canadians, together
with Aboriginal peoples allied with them, fought to oppose an American landing on
Lake Ontario.A large American force was landed near Two Mile Creek and after a
brief engagement at Fort George in which the Canadian garrison was
outnumbered and sustained heavy casualties, Brigadier-General John Vincent
made an orderly withdrawal towards Burlington Heights.The Americans
constructed fortifications of their own on the site. The American Army used the
fort as a base to invade Upper Canada. The capture of Fort George left the

Americans in control of the Niagara frontier, but Vincent’s troops a week later



repelled the Americans at the Battles of Stoney Creek and Beaver Dams,
preventing the Americans from gaining the whole peninsula. Mississauga Point is
located where the Niagara River flows into Lake Ontario. Lakes and rivers were
military supply and transportation routes and forts were built to protect them.After
the British captured Fort Niagara on December 19, 1813, a new fort was
constructed on the Canadian shore, called Fort Mississauga. Materials for it were
obtained from the ruins of the nearby town of Newark (now Niagara-on-the-Lake).
With the American navy now controlling Lake Ontario, this work was crucial to the

security of British forces in the Niagara Peninsula.
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