
Sailing Through Hell: Incredible Stories of
Merchant Marine Survivors of World War II
The Forgotten Heroes

World War II was one of the darkest periods in human history, engulfing the entire
world in a conflict that would claim millions of lives. Among those who bore the
brunt of this global catastrophe were the unsung heroes of the Merchant Marine.
Often overlooked and overshadowed by the military, these brave men and
women risked their lives to deliver crucial supplies across dangerous seas, facing
relentless attacks from enemy forces. This article sheds light on the extraordinary
journeys and harrowing experiences of the Merchant Marine survivors of World
War II.

A Treacherous Journey Begins

The Merchant Marine played a vital role in the Allied war effort, transporting
goods and supplies that sustained the fighting forces on the front lines. These
civilian sailors ventured into treacherous waters infested with German U-boats
and faced constant bombardment from the skies. With only a fraction of the
recognition bestowed upon soldiers and airmen, the Merchant Marine navigated
through a living nightmare, surrounded by the constant threat of death.

Surviving Hell on the High Seas

The tales of survival from Merchant Marine sailors during World War II are
nothing short of astounding. Countless merchant ships were sunk, taking
hundreds of lives with them. Survivors share stories of narrow escapes from
torpedo strikes and violent battles with enemy vessels. Each voyage became an



undeniable test of fortitude and resilience, as the sailors fought to stay alive
against insurmountable odds.
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Prisoners of War at Sea

Many Merchant Marine sailors found themselves captured by enemy forces,
becoming prisoners of war at sea. Survivors endured months, if not years, of
brutal conditions and unimaginable suffering. From overcrowded prison camps to
forced labor, these brave individuals were subjected to inhumane treatment while
maintaining hope for liberation.

Unsung Heroes Remembered

The sacrifices made by the Merchant Marine survivors during World War II must
never be forgotten. These men and women risked their lives day in and day out,
facing extreme danger without the recognition bestowed upon soldiers. Their
stories serve as a testament to the strength of the human spirit and the courage
required to confront unimaginable adversities.
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Inspiring Future Generations

As the years pass and the number of Merchant Marine survivors dwindles, it
becomes increasingly important to preserve their stories. By sharing their
experiences and contributions, we can honor their legacies and inspire future
generations. These incredible tales of bravery and resilience provide us with a
valuable perspective on the true cost of war and the indomitable spirit of
humanity.

In

The Merchant Marine survivors of World War II endured unimaginable hardships
and played an indispensable role in the Allied victory. From their heroic journeys
through treacherous waters to their survival against all odds, their stories
continue to inspire and enlighten. It is our duty to acknowledge and remember
their sacrifices, ensuring that their legacy endures for generations to come.
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World War II could not have been won without the U.S. Merchant Marine. Crewed
by civilian seamen in peacetime and carrying much of the nation's ocean-borne
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commerce, the Merchant Marine became the "fourth arm of defense" in wartime,
providing vital support for beachheads in all theaters of operation.
Twenty World War II Merchant Marine veterans are featured in this oral history.
Most had at least one ship torpedoed, bombed, shelled or mined out from under
them--some of them two. Some became prisoners of the Japanese for the
duration of the war, working on the infamous River Kwai Bridge. Many spent time
on lifeboats or flimsy rafts under harsh conditions; one--Donald Zubrod--endured
42 days in a lifeboat with several others before their eventual rescue, close to
death.
American merchant mariners suffered a casualty rate that was a close second to
the Marine Corps during the war.
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