
Risk: How Humanity Discovered Its Own
Extinction

For centuries, humanity has faced countless risks and challenges, but none as
formidable as the realization of its own extinction. This revelation has gripped our
collective consciousness, driving us to explore, understand, and perhaps alter the
course of our destiny.
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The Journey towards Awareness

Throughout history, humans have been driven by an innate curiosity, always
seeking knowledge and answers to the mysteries of our existence. However, the
awareness of our own extinction came relatively late in our intellectual journey.
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It was not until the modern era, with the rapid advancement of science and
technology, that we started uncovering the magnitude of the risks we face. The
growing threats of climate change, nuclear war, and pandemics became
increasingly evident.

Climate Change: A Silent Assassin

One of the most pressing risks to our survival is the ongoing and rapidly
accelerating climate change. Human activities have been altering the Earth's
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ecosystems, leading to rising temperatures, extreme weather events, and the
loss of biodiversity.

The alt attribute for the above image: "Humanity's Extinction caused by Climate
Change"

Scientists have warned about the catastrophic consequences of unchecked
climate change, ranging from food and water scarcity to mass migration and
societal collapse. This has spurred global movements advocating for sustainable
practices and the urgent need to address the issue before it's too late.

Nuclear Weapons: The Sword of Damocles

The development and proliferation of nuclear weapons during the 20th century
introduced a new level of existential risk for humanity. The alt attribute for the
below image: "Humanity's Extinction caused by Nuclear War"
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The potential for a nuclear war, triggered by political tensions or miscalculations,
has remained a constant threat. The destructive power of these weapons is
unparalleled, capable of wiping out entire cities and leaving long-lasting
environmental consequences.

Pandemics: Unseen Enemies

The COVID-19 pandemic, which swept across the globe in 2020, brought the
devastating reality of infectious diseases into sharp focus. The alt attribute for the
below image: "Humanity's Extinction caused by Pandemics"

With increased global interconnectivity, the spread of deadly pathogens has
become a significant risk. The emergence of new viruses, antibiotic resistance,
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and inadequate preparedness have highlighted the vulnerability of our healthcare
systems and the potential for future pandemics.

Looking Beyond Our Existential Threats

While the risks we face may be daunting, humanity has displayed remarkable
resilience and innovation throughout history. Facing the reality of our possible
extinction has sparked a global awakening, igniting a pursuit for solutions.

Our efforts to address climate change involve transitioning to renewable energy
sources, implementing sustainable practices, and fostering international
collaborations. The alt attribute for the below image: "Humanity's Hope:
Sustainable Energy"

In the realm of nuclear weapons, diplomatic negotiations, disarmament treaties,
and nonproliferation efforts have helped mitigate the risk. The alt attribute for the
below image: "Humanity's Hope: Peace and Diplomacy"
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To prevent future pandemics, there is a renewed focus on strengthening public
health infrastructure, investing in research and development, and enhancing
global cooperation. The alt attribute for the below image: "Humanity's Hope:
Strong Healthcare Systems"
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The Power of Collective Action

Ultimately, addressing the risks of our own extinction requires a collective effort.
Governments, organizations, and individuals must work together, transcending
borders and ideologies, for the betterment of humanity.

By raising awareness, fostering dialogue, and advocating for change, we can
create a future where the risks of extinction are minimized, enabling us to thrive
as a species.

The discovery of our own extinction was a pivotal moment in human history. It
forced us to confront our vulnerabilities and mobilize our collective strength
towards a safer and more sustainable future.

As we navigate the complexities of the 21st century, it is essential to remain
informed, engaged, and committed to the cause. By understanding the risks we
face and taking decisive action, we can redefine our trajectory and ensure the
survival and prosperity of future generations.
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How humanity came to contemplate its possible extinction.

From forecasts of disastrous climate change to prophecies of evil AI
superintelligences and the impending perils of genome editing, our species is
increasingly concerned with the prospects of its own extinction. With humanity's
future on this planet seeming more insecure by the day, in the twenty-first century,
existential risk has become the object of a growing field of serious scientific
inquiry. But, as Thomas Moynihan shows in X-Risk, this preoccupation is not
exclusive to the post-atomic age of global warming and synthetic biology. Our
growing concern with human extinction itself has a history.

Tracing this untold story, Moynihan revisits the pioneers who first contemplated
the possibility of human extinction and stages the historical drama of this
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momentous discovery. He shows how, far from being a secular reprise of
religious prophecies of apocalypse, existential risk is a thoroughly modern idea,
made possible by the burgeoning sciences and philosophical tumult of the
Enlightenment era. In recollecting how we first came to care for our extinction,
Moynihan reveals how today's attempts to measure and mitigate existential
threats are the continuation of a project initiated over two centuries ago, which
concerns the very vocation of the human as a rational, responsible, and future-
oriented being.
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