
Restoration Misadventures In France: A Tale
of Lessons Learned
Embarking on a restoration journey in a foreign country can be an exhilarating
and daunting experience. As history enthusiasts, my partner and I found
ourselves immersed in the restoration misadventures that awaited us in the
charming countryside of France. Little did we know that the next few months
would be filled with unexpected challenges, comical mishaps, and valuable
lessons that would forever shape our perspective on restoration projects.

A Tumble into a Time Capsule

Our restoration escapade began with the purchase of a centuries-old farmhouse
nestled amidst rolling meadows and picturesque vineyards. The dilapidated state
of the property only heightened our excitement, as we envisioned breathing life
back into the ancient walls and reclaiming its lost glory.

Day one of our restoration adventure kicked off with an accidental stumble into a
hidden time capsule. While removing the aging wallpaper, a small opening in the
wall revealed a forgotten treasure trove of artifacts from a bygone era. Antique
coins, rusty weaponry, and yellowed love letters were just a few of the enchanting
finds that transported us back in time. It was as if the house itself wanted to share
its history with us, urging us to respect and honor its past.
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The Language Barrier Dilemma

Although we arrived in France armed with travel dictionaries and online language
courses, we soon discovered that communication during the restoration process
was going to be more challenging than expected. The local artisans, skilled in
their craft, spoke limited English, while our French was barely more than a few
basic phrases. Trying to convey our restoration vision amidst the linguistic snares
felt like a battle against the windmills.

However, we quickly learned that sometimes, language barriers can bring
unexpected blessings. The frustration of miscommunications led to comical
moments that frequently dissolved into fits of laughter. We engaged in
exaggerated charades, drew sketches on napkins, and relied heavily on Google
Translate to decipher each other's intentions. The resulting collaborative effort
between craftsmen and novices created a unique bond that transcended words.

The Unforeseen Hidden Costs

One of the most challenging aspects of restoration misadventures is dealing with
the unpredicted expenses that lurk around every corner. With meticulous
planning, we had set aside a budget that we believed would cover our restoration
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endeavor. However, as the layers of the old house were peeled away, we
unearthed a plethora of hidden problems.

The crumbling foundations, outdated plumbing, and fragile electrical systems
were only a fraction of the issues we were confronted with. Each unexpected
discovery translated into additional costs and prolonged project timelines. What
initially felt like an exciting endeavor soon turned into a financial and emotional
rollercoaster.

Yet, amidst the financial strain, we realized that these unexpected hurdles taught
us the value of resilience and adaptability. We embraced the need for flexibility,
learning to prioritize and ingenuity in finding cost-effective solutions without
compromising the integrity of the restoration process.

Time Becoming An Enemy

The saying "Rome wasn't built in a day" certainly rings true when it comes to
restoration projects. What might seem like a straightforward task can quickly turn
into a time-consuming battle. As the weeks turned into months, our initial
expectation to complete the restoration within a reasonable timeframe was
shattered.

With each layer of the old paint peeled off, we encountered intricate details that
demanded meticulous care and attention. From preserving the original moldings
to sourcing authentic materials, every step required patience and dedication.
Time seemed to slip through our fingers as we strived to honor the craftsmanship
of those who came before us.

A Story Worth Telling



Despite the misadventures, frustrations, and challenges that accompanied our
restoration journey, the end result surpassed our wildest dreams. The farmhouse
now stands as a testament to our perseverance and a tribute to the French
history it holds within its walls.

Our restoration misadventures in France taught us more than just the art of
restoring historical buildings. It was a transformative experience that revealed the
power of human resilience, the beauty of cultural exchange, and the importance
of cherishing and preserving our shared heritage.

The journey may have been littered with missteps and obstacles, but it is these
misadventures that have shaped us and created an enduring bond between us
and the enchanting world of restoration.
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Sam and Bud were ordinary first-time homebuyers in their early thirties. Their
intention, in moving to France, was to create a simple life in a place where they
could spend time with their children. The home they actually bought was a 17th
century chateau in the Loire valley with over thirty rooms.
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Chateau Du Bonchamps had been the seat of noble families as far back as 1507.
With only modest savings, Sam and Bud launched the exciting project of
restoring this extraordinary building to its former glory. Over several years they
renovated 10,000 square feet of house, installed countless bathrooms, painted
156 windows, put the 40-acre park and gardens into some semblance of order
and started a bed and breakfast against resistance from the locals. Their
hardwork prevailed; their chateau quadrupled in value.

The things we dream do not always fit nicely with the realities of everyday life.
This is an insightful glimpse of what it truly means to leave everything behind to
persue a dream.
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