
Queen Idia: The Fearless Icon of Africa's
Queens

Queen Idia, a name that resounds with power and resilience, is a defining figure
in the history of African queens. Bold and courageous, she played a significant
role in the kingdom of Benin, leaving behind an enduring legacy that still
captivates hearts today. Queen Idia stands as a symbol of African strength,
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leadership, and femininity, making her an inspiration to women across the
continent and beyond.

Rise to Power

Born in the late 15th century, Queen Idia belonged to the prestigious
Igodomigodo royal family in the Kingdom of Benin, in present-day Nigeria. From a
young age, her leadership qualities and intellectual prowess were evident. She
possessed a deep understanding of diplomacy, warfare, and governance.
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Queen Idia's ascent to power began when her son, Prince Esigie, became the
reigning oba (king) of the kingdom. Recognizing her exceptional wisdom and
strategic thinking, Prince Esigie appointed Queen Idia as his trusted adviser. It
was during this time that she became the spiritual and moral compass of the
kingdom, guiding her son in making critical decisions that would shape the future
of Benin.

Warrior Queen

Not only was Queen Idia a political force, but she was also a formidable warrior.
In an era where women were not commonly seen on the battlefield, Queen Idia
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defied societal expectations and led Benin's troops to victory against external
forces.

Known for her strategic brilliance and unwavering determination, Queen Idia
inspired her soldiers to fight with unwavering courage. She led numerous
successful campaigns, protecting the kingdom's territory and ensuring its
sovereignty.

Royal Priestess

Queen Idia's influence extended beyond her role as a warrior and adviser. She
was also a prominent priestess, gifted with the ability to commune with the spirits
and deities revered by the people of Benin.

Her spiritual connection allowed Queen Idia to offer divine counsel, ensuring the
prosperity and harmony of the kingdom. She was revered for her healing abilities
and played a pivotal role in the religious practices and rituals of her people.

Legacy and Impact

Although Queen Idia passed away centuries ago, her legacy lives on. Her
courage, wisdom, and leadership have served as an inspiration for generations of
African women.

In recent years, Queen Idia's story has gained renewed attention, with her image
becoming an emblem of female empowerment. The "Queen Idia" sculpture,
created by Nigerian artist Ben Enwonwu, has become a symbol of Africa's rich
history of strong and influential women.

Today, Queen Idia continues to inspire women across Africa and the world. Her
story serves as a reminder that women are powerful leaders and change-makers,
capable of transforming societies.



Queen Idia's indelible mark on history cannot be denied. Her fearlessness,
intelligence, and unwavering devotion to her people have made her an icon
among Africa's queens. Her name will forever be synonymous with strength,
leadership, and resilience.

As we celebrate the legacy of Queen Idia, let us remember that there are
countless remarkable women throughout history whose stories deserve to be
told. By acknowledging and uplifting these narratives, we continue the journey
towards a more inclusive and equitable world.
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Wuraola, Nneka and Azeezah learn the story of a Queen Mother in Nigeria who
brought peace to her lands and peoples using herbal remedies. From that time
the mother of the first born son of the King was always known as the Queen
Mother and was given her own house and servants.
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Stanier Black Five Locomotives: A Majestic
Fleet on the Rails
Stanier Black Five Locomotives, also known as the "Black Fives," were a
class of steam locomotives built for the London, Midland, and Scottish
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