
Putting Theory Into Practice For The 21st
Century Theatre Classroom

As we step into the 21st century, the traditional theatre classroom has to adapt to
the changing times. With advancements in technology and a greater emphasis on
practical skills, it is essential for theatre educators to put theory into practice to
create a relevant and engaging learning environment.

Embracing Technology

Gone are the days when a theatre classroom solely relied on scripts and stage
directions. The integration of technology has opened up a world of possibilities for
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students to explore and experiment. From digital soundboards to lighting effects
software, modern technology has revolutionized the way theatre is taught and
performed.
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One way to put theory into practice is by incorporating virtual reality (VR)
experiences into the theatre curriculum. Imagine students stepping into the shoes
of characters from famous plays or exploring different historical theatre settings
through immersive VR. This not only enhances their understanding of the texts
but also makes the learning process more engaging and memorable.

The use of video and audio recording equipment is also essential in the 21st-
century theatre classroom. Students can record their performances and analyze
them together to identify areas for improvement. This hands-on approach allows
for self-reflection and fosters a sense of responsibility for their own growth as
performers.

Collaborative Learning and Real-World Projects
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Gone are the days when theatre education was limited to memorizing lines and
rehearsing scenes. Today, educators recognize the importance of collaborative
learning and real-world projects to prepare students for the challenges of the
industry.

One way to put theory into practice is by organizing mock auditions or creating
student-led productions. By simulating real-world scenarios, students can develop
the necessary skills for successful auditions and gain practical experience in all
aspects of theatre production, from directing and designing to stage
management.

Additionally, partnering with local theatre companies or organizing field trips to
professional productions can provide students with a broader perspective of the
industry. This exposure allows them to witness firsthand how theory is applied in
a professional setting, inspiring them to strive for excellence in their own work.

Integration of Multidisciplinary Approaches

Theatre is not confined to the stage alone. To create a comprehensive learning
experience, theatre educators should explore the integration of multidisciplinary
approaches.

For instance, incorporating elements of dance, music, and visual arts into theatre
productions can elevate the overall experience for both performers and
audiences. This interdisciplinary approach not only allows students to showcase
their talents in multiple areas but also encourages collaboration and creative
thinking.

Furthermore, integrating technology with other disciplines, such as using
projection mapping to enhance set designs or incorporating digital art
installations, can create a visually stunning experience for the audience. By



embracing these innovative approaches, theatre classrooms can provide a well-
rounded education that prepares students for the evolving demands of the
industry.

The 21st-century theatre classroom is a space of innovation and creativity. By
putting theory into practice, educators can create an environment that not only
fosters learning but also prepares students for the ever-changing world of theatre.
Embracing technology, promoting collaborative learning, and integrating
multidisciplinary approaches are just some of the ways to ensure that theatre
education remains relevant and inspiring.
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Inclusive Character Analysis foregrounds representations of race, gender, class,
ability, and sexual orientation by blending script analysis with a variety of critical
theories in order to create a more inclusive performance practice for the
classroom and the stage.
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This book merges a traditional Stanislavski-based script analysis with multiple
theoretical frameworks, such as gender theory, standpoint theory, and critical race
theory, to give students in early level theatre courses foundational skills for
analyzing a play, while also introducing them to contemporary thought about race,
gender, and identity.

Inclusive Character Analysis is a valuable resource for beginning acting courses,
script analysis courses, the directing classroom, early design curriculum,
dramaturgical explorations, the playwriting classroom, and to performance
studies classes. Additionally, the book offers a reader-style background on
theoretical frames for performance faculty and practitioners who may need
assistance to integrate non-performance centered theory into their classrooms.
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