Prince Felix Yusupov: The Man Who Killed
Rasputin

The Mysterious Prince and the Illusion of Immortality

Prince Felix Yusupov, known as one of the wealthiest men in Imperial Russia, is

perhaps most famously remembered as the man who killed Rasputin. However,
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behind this infamous act lies a gripping tale of dynasties, power struggles, and a
desperate attempt to save a crumbling empire. In this article, we delve into the
fascinating life of Prince Felix Yusupov and explore the events leading up to that

fateful night in December 1916.

The Early Life of Prince Felix Yusupov

Born on March 23, 1887, Prince Felix Yusupov belonged to one of Russia's oldest
and wealthiest noble families. He was the only son of Count Felix Felixovich

Yusupov and Princess Zinaida Yusupova.
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Prince Yusupov was groomed from a young age to take over the family fortune
and estates. He received an excellent education, studying at the University of

Oxford, where he developed a fascination for the arts and theater.
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However, his life took a dramatic turn when he met Grigori Rasputin, a mysterious
Siberian peasant who claimed to possess supernatural healing powers and who

had a significant influence over the Tsar and Tsarina.

The Murder of Rasputin

It was on the night of December 29, 1916, that Prince Yusupov, along with a few
other conspirators, decided to end Rasputin's influence over the royal family once
and for all. According to Yusupov's own account, he invited Rasputin to his

palace, offering him wine and pastries laced with cyanide.

Surprisingly, Rasputin seemed unaffected by the poison, which only fueled the
conspirators' determination to eliminate him. In a state of panic, Yusupov shot
Rasputin four times. Still, the notorious mystic refused to die. Finally, they bound

him and threw him into the icy waters of the Neva River, putting an end to his life.

The Aftermath and Controversy

The murder of Rasputin sent shockwaves throughout Russia and the rest of the
world. Yusupov became both celebrated and vilified, depending on whom you
asked. Some saw him as a hero who freed the country from a manipulative

charlatan, while others condemned him for his act of regicide.

Historians have debated the motives behind Yusupov's actions. Was it truly
driven by a desire to save Russia from Rasputin's influence, or was there a more
personal motive involved? Some theories suggest that Yusupov was jealous of
Rasputin's relationship with the Tsar and Tsarina, and this jealousy fueled his

desperate need to eliminate him.

The End of an Era



Regardless of the true motives, the murder of Rasputin proved to be a significant
event in the unraveling of the Russian Empire. Just a few months later, the
Russian Revolution erupted, leading to the downfall of the Romanov dynasty and

the rise of the Soviet Union.

Prince Felix Yusupov, along with his wife, Grand Duchess Irina of Russia, fled the
country during the revolution. They lived in exile for several years, but their wealth

and influence had diminished significantly.

The Legacy of Prince Felix Yusupov

Prince Felix Yusupov spent the later years of his life in France and died in Paris
on September 27, 1967. Despite his eventful and controversial life, he left behind

a legacy that goes beyond the murder of Rasputin.

Yusupov's memoirs, published in 1953, offered a firsthand account of the events
that took place that fateful night in December 1916. His writings also shed light on
the atmosphere and tensions that prevailed in Imperial Russia during the twilight

of the Russian Empire.

Today, Prince Felix Yusupov is remembered as a complex figure, both a victim of
circumstance and an active participant in a pivotal moment in history. His story
serves as a cautionary tale of the dangers of unchecked power and the

consequences of desperate actions.

In

Prince Felix Yusupov, the man who killed Rasputin, remains an enigmatic
character, forever entwined with one of the most intriguing periods in Russian
history. His story captures the imagination, fueling endless debates and

speculation. Was he a hero or a villain? A patriot or a traitor?



Regardless of the answers, the tale of Prince Felix Yusupov endures, captivating
us with its tangled web of power, deceit, and a desperate attempt to save an

empire on the brink of collapse.
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This powerful biography tells the compelling story of Prince Felix Yusupov — the

man who murdered Rasputin.

In pre-revolutionary Russia, Grigori Rasputin’s influence over Tsar Nicholas Il and
Tsarina Alexandra meant he was effectively ruling the country. In a time of great
unrest in Russia, his controversial involvement with the imperial family made him
a target for many — including the notorious Prince Yusupov and his associates,
who would eventually murder the ‘Mad Monk’ with poisoned cream cakes and a

bullet to the head.

One of the richest men in Russia, Prince Yusupov was married to the Tsar’s

niece, Irina — thought by many to be a sham marriage designed to hide his
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homosexuality. From his flamboyant lifestyle and friendships to his commitment to
a cause so great he’d kill for it, his life story makes for a fascinating read. Based
on personal interviews and meticulous research, this enthralling biography
captures the flavour of the bizarre, eventful and extraordinary life of the man who
assassinated Rasputin and unintentionally helped to precipitate the Russian

Revolution.

Christopher Dobson is an author and foreign correspondent. He was voted
International Journalist of the Year in 1968 for his coverage of the wars in the

Middle East and Vietnam.
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