Post Capitalist Entrepreneurship Startups For
The 99: A New Wave of Economic
Empowerment

Over the past few decades, capitalism has experienced increasing scrutiny and
criticism due to its inherent inequalities and the concentration of wealth among a
few elite individuals and corporations. In response to this, a new wave of startups
has emerged, aiming to redefine entrepreneurship by prioritizing social values,
economic justice, and sustainability. These startups, known as post-capitalist
entrepreneurship startups, are for the 99% - providing opportunities for economic

empowerment and narrowing the wealth gap.

While traditional capitalism focuses on profit maximization and shareholder value,
post-capitalist entrepreneurship startups prioritize the well-being of all
stakeholders, including employees, customers, suppliers, and the environment.
They adopt new business models that challenge traditional hierarchical

structures, encouraging collaboration, transparency, and shared decision-making.

Why Post Capitalist Entrepreneurship Startups Matter

In an era where income inequality is skyrocketing, and the middle class is
shrinking, post-capitalist entrepreneurship startups offer a glimmer of hope for a
more equitable society. By redistributing wealth and empowering marginalized
communities, these startups aim to create a sustainable and inclusive economic

system that benefits everyone, not just a privileged few.
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The success of post-capitalist entrepreneurship startups can be attributed to

several factors:

1. Social Impact and Purpose-driven Business

Post-capitalist entrepreneurship startups prioritize making a positive impact on
society, focusing on issues such as poverty alleviation, environmental
sustainability, and social justice. By embedding social responsibility at the core of
their business models, these startups attract consumers who increasingly value

products and services that align with their values.

Furthermore, this social impact focus helps attract and retain talented employees
who are motivated by more than just a paycheck. Through purpose-driven work,
employees feel a sense of fulfilment and engagement, leading to increased

productivity and innovation.

2. Collaborative Economy and Sharing Economy

Post-capitalist entrepreneurship startups often embrace the collaborative

economy and sharing economy models. They leverage technology and digital
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platforms to facilitate peer-to-peer exchanges, resource sharing, and community-

based initiatives.

These startups recognize that excess consumption and waste exacerbate social
and environmental problems. By encouraging sharing and collaboration, they
reduce the strain on resources and promote a more sustainable way of living.
This shift in consumer behavior is driving innovation and disrupting traditional

industries.

3. Alternative Financing Models

Traditional startups often rely on venture capitalists or angel investors for funding,
creating a power dynamic that favors the few who control capital. In contrast,
post-capitalist entrepreneurship startups explore alternative financing models,

such as crowdfunding and impact investing.

Crowdfunding platforms allow individuals to contribute small amounts of money to
support projects and ideas they believe in. It democratizes the funding process
and enables entrepreneurs to access capital without relinquishing control to a few

wealthy investors.

Impact investing, on the other hand, involves allocating capital to projects that
generate social and environmental benefits alongside financial returns. This
approach aligns investor values with the goals of post-capitalist entrepreneurship

startups, providing a more sustainable and ethical source of funding.

The Path to Post Capitalist Entrepreneurship

Transitioning from traditional entrepreneurship to a post-capitalist
entrepreneurship model requires a shift in mindset and a commitment to social

responsibility. Here are some key steps to embark on this transformative journey:



1. Define Values and Purpose

Startups should clearly define their values and mission beyond profit-making.
Identifying the societal impact they want to create and the values they will
prioritize allows these startups to attract employees, customers, and investors

who share those values.

2. Employee Empowerment and Equity

Post-capitalist entrepreneurship startups prioritize employee empowerment,
participation, and fair compensation. By creating a culture of inclusivity and
shared decision-making, these startups foster a sense of ownership among

employees, leading to higher job satisfaction and reduced turnover rates.

3. Sustainable Practices

Environmental sustainability is a fundamental pillar of post-capitalist
entrepreneurship startups. By adopting sustainable practices, reducing waste,
conserving resources, and choosing ethical suppliers, these startups reduce their

ecological footprint and contribute to a greener future.

4. Partnerships and Collaboration

Collaboration is key to the success of post-capitalist entrepreneurship startups.
By forming partnerships with like-minded organizations, businesses, and
communities, startups can leverage collective expertise, resources, and networks

to generate greater impact.

Examples of Post Capitalist Entrepreneurship Startups

There are several inspiring examples of post-capitalist entrepreneurship startups

that are making waves across various industries:

1. Patagonia



Patagonia, a renowned outdoor apparel company, has long been committed to
environmental and social stewardship. They donate a portion of their profits to
environmental causes, promote fair trade practices, and encourage their
customers to repair rather than replace their clothing, reducing the impact of fast

fashion.

2. TOMS

TOMS, a shoe company, operates on a one-for-one model. For every pair of
shoes purchased, they donate a pair to a person in need. This approach
addresses the issue of poverty and lack of access to basic necessities in

disadvantaged communities.

3. The RealReal

The RealReal, an online luxury consignment store, disrupts the traditional fashion
industry by encouraging the reuse and resale of high-end fashion items. This

reselling model reduces waste and extends the lifecycle of luxury products.

4. Patheer

Patheer is a technology startup that focuses on providing skills development and
career advancement opportunities to individuals from underprivileged
backgrounds. By partnering with corporations and educational institutions, they

bridge the skills gap and create pathways to economic empowerment.

The Future of Entrepreneurship

As the post-capitalist entrepreneurship movement gains momentum, it has the
potential to revolutionize the way businesses are built and run. By challenging
traditional notions of success, these startups redefine the purpose of

entrepreneurship, focusing on people and planet alongside profit.



While challenges and skeptics persist, the growing demand for socially
responsible and sustainable products and services indicates a market ripe for
disruption. As more entrepreneurs embrace the principles of post-capitalist
entrepreneurship, the 99% can look forward to a future where economic
opportunities are more equitable, where businesses prioritize making a positive

social impact, and where the well-being of all stakeholders is central to success.

In , post-capitalist entrepreneurship startups for the 99 offer an alternative vision
for a more just and inclusive economic system. By prioritizing social impact,
collaboration, sustainable practices, and new financing models, these startups
pave the way for a future where entrepreneurship benefits the majority, not just

the privileged few.
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Post-Capitalist Entrepreneurship: Startups for the 99% details the implications of
the post-capitalist society on entrepreneurship around the globe, and it
challenges many of our underlying assumptions about how entrepreneurs form
startups and the objectives and roles, or lack thereof, of startup investors in a
post-capitalist society. The author explores real emerging stories about different

forms of post-capitalist entrepreneurship (PCE) with chapters dedicated to
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subjects such as platform cooperatives, alternative currencies (local, crypto, and
time banking), and the emergence of blockchain-enabled Distributed Autonomous

Organizations (DAOs).

This book will help aspiring and current entrepreneurs, investors and

policymakers to:

Understand emerging trends in new forms of economic activity that will

shape the future of entrepreneurial opportunities

» Discover new approaches to business modeling in the post venture-capital

opportunity space

« Embrace Lean startup and collaborative startup approaches that can

accelerate startups in these new markets

» Recognize new spaces and avoid being disintermediated by new forms of

startups and financing

= Know why and how local governments should reshape entrepreneurship

policy to support post-capitalist entrepreneurship for the 99%
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