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PLAYWRITING IN THE 1930s

Voices, Documents, New Interpretations

The world of playwriting has witnessed remarkable transformations from the
1930s to 2009. Spanning over seven decades, this period showcases the rich

tapestry of artistic expression, societal changes, and the evolution of theater as a
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powerful medium. Each era contributed to the growth and development of

playwriting, leaving an indelible mark on the history of dramatic arts.

The Rise of American Theater in the 1930s

The 1930s witnessed a seismic shift in American playwriting, with the emergence
of influential playwrights such as Tennessee Williams, Arthur Miller, and Eugene
O'Neill. These playwrights explored new storytelling techniques and delved into
the depths of human emotions. Their works, including "A Streetcar Named
Desire," "Death of a Salesman," and "Long Day's Journey Into Night," brilliantly
highlighted the disillusionment and struggles of the American Dream during the

Great Depression.
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The 1940s and 1950s marked a period of intense introspection in playwriting. The
works of Samuel Beckett, Harold Pinter, and Arthur Miller reflected the existential
angst that plagued post-World War Il society. These playwrights experimented
with the concept of time and space, challenging traditional narrative structures.
Their plays, such as "Waiting for Godot," "The Birthday Party," and "The
Crucible," pushed the boundaries of conventional theater and offered profound

insights into the human condition.

The Cultural Revolution of the 1960s and 1970s

The 1960s and 1970s witnessed a cultural revolution that had a profound impact

on playwriting. The era of counterculture and civil rights movements inspired a
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wave of theatrical experimentation, giving voice to previously marginalized
groups. Playwrights like August Wilson, Lorraine Hansberry, and Tom Stoppard
explored themes of racial inequality, feminism, and social upheaval. Their plays,
including "Fences," "A Raisin in the Sun," and "Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are
Dead," unveiled the struggles and aspirations of diverse communities,

contributing to a more inclusive theatrical landscape.
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The late 20th century brought forth postmodernism, deconstructionism, and a
renewed exploration of self-identity. In the 1980s and 1990s, playwrights like Tony
Kushner, Caryl Churchill, and David Mamet grappled with complex narratives,
challenging the audience's perceptions of reality. Through plays like "Angels in
America," "Top Girls," and "Glengarry Glen Ross," these playwrights engaged
audiences with thought-provoking dialogues on political and social issues,

breaking traditional theatrical conventions.

Contemporary Playwriting and the 21st Century
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The turn of the millennium ushered in a new era of playwriting, marked by a
fusion of traditional and experimental styles. Playwrights like Sarah Ruhl, Tracy
Letts, and Lin-Manuel Miranda embraced the power of multimedia, incorporating
music, dance, and technology into their works. Their plays, such as "In the Next
Room (or The Vibrator Play)," "August: Osage County," and "Hamilton,"
captivated audiences with their unique blend of storytelling techniques, propelling

theater into the digital age.
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Throughout the journey of playwriting from the 1930s to 2009, the theater has
continuously evolved as a mirror to society, reflecting its triumphs, struggles, and
aspirations. Each period brought its own set of challenges and inspirations,
pushing playwrights to experiment with form, content, and themes. From the gritty
realism of the 1930s to the postmodern complexities of the late 20th century,
playwriting has remained a powerful means of storytelling, providing a unique

lens into the human experience.

The Enduring Legacy
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The legacy of playwriting from the 1930s to 2009 endures today, as contemporary
playwrights build upon the foundations laid by their predecessors. The evolution
of theater continues to shape the landscape of playwriting, offering diverse
perspectives and narratives to engage audiences globally. By understanding the
rich history and artistic progression of playwriting, we can appreciate the

transformative impact it has had on society and the enduring power of the written

word.
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The Decades of Modern American Drama series provides a comprehensive

survey and study of the theatre produced in each decade from the 1930s to 2009
in eight volumes. Each volume equips readers with a detailed understanding of
the context from which work emerged: an considers life in the decade with a
focus on domestic life and conditions, social changes, culture, media, technology,
industry and political events; while a chapter on the theatre of the decade offers a
wide-ranging and thorough survey of theatres, companies, dramatists, new

movements and developments in response to the economic and political
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conditions of the day. The work of the four most prominent playwrights from the
decade receives in-depth analysis and re-evaluation by a team of experts,

together with commentary on their subsequent work and legacy. A final section
brings together original documents such as interviews with the playwrights and

with directors, drafts of play scenes, and other previously unpublished material.

The major playwrights and their plays to receive in-depth coverage in this volume
include:

* Theresa Rebeck: Omnium Gatherum (2003), Mauritius (2007), and The
Understudy (2008);

* Sarah Ruhl: Eurydice (2003), Clean House (2004), and In the Next Room (or
the Vibrator Play) (2009);

* Lynn Nottage: Intimate Apparel (2003), Fabulation or Re-Education of Undine
(2004), and Ruined (2008);

* Charles Mee: Big Love (2000), Wintertime (2005), and Hotel Cassiopeia (2006).
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