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When you look into your pet's eyes, you see innocence, loyalty, and a love that
knows no bounds. They fill your days with joy, make you laugh with their playful

antics, and offer comfort in times of sorrow. One touch of their soft fur, and you
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forget about the worries of the world. Indeed, our four-legged companions leave

their paw prints on our hearts.

The Bond that Transcends

Whether you have a cuddly cat purring on your lap or a energetic dog wagging its
tail at the sight of you, the bond shared between humans and animals is
something extraordinary. It is a bond that transcends words, a silent
understanding between two souls. They sense our emotions, providing solace
without expecting anything in return. Their unconditional love is like a beacon of

light guiding us through the darkest of times.
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Unconditional Love that Heals

Studies have shown that being in the presence of animals has therapeutic effects
on humans. The warmth of their bodies, the softness of their touch, and the
simple act of petting them can reduce stress, lower blood pressure, and decrease

feelings of loneliness. The gentle rhythmic purring of a cat or the rhythmic sound
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of a dog's panting can bring tranquility and create a positive impact on our overall

well-being.

A Friend for Life

Our furry friends not only enrich our lives but also teach us valuable life lessons.
They teach us about loyalty, forgiveness, and the importance of living in the
present moment. Every wag of their tail and every purr reminds us to appreciate
the simple joys of life. They don't hold grudges, and their love remains constant
regardless of our flaws and imperfections. In a world filled with complexities, they
offer us the gift of uncomplicated companionship and remind us of the beauty of

pure love.

Memories that Last

When we lose our beloved pets, it feels like a part of us is missing. The pain of
their absence is profound, yet the memories they leave behind bring solace. The
funny moments, the mischievous acts, and the unconditional love they showered
on us will forever be etched in our hearts. The paw prints they leave behind serve
not as a reminder of loss but as a testament to the love and joy they brought into

our lives.

Leaving a Legacy

Many pet owners choose to immortalize their furry companions by creating paw
print keepsakes. Paw print jewelry, tattoos, and framed prints capture the
essence of their unique bond. Having a physical representation of their paw prints
allows us to hold onto their memory forever. It serves as a symbol of the love and

happiness they brought into our lives.

Paw prints in our hearts remain long after our pets have left our side. Their

unconditional love and companionship touch our souls in ways that words fail to



express. These special creatures teach us about acceptance, compassion, and
the joy of living in the present. They remind us to be kind, to love deeply, and to
cherish each moment we have together. So, let us celebrate the paw prints in our

hearts, for they are a testament to the enduring love of our beloved pets.
Remember, a wagging tail or a gentle purr can make the world a brighter place.
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Here’s to great dogs.

Many of us would like to believe there’s a special place in doggie heaven for the
really great ones. | know | want to. No question they’ve earned it, deserve it, and

it seems only fair.

| know there are a great many great dogs out there, working their magic, living
their lives with their families and saying it all without ever saying a word. For dog
lovers, our precious memories of those “non-conversations” with dearly-departed

four-legged friends lend silence a deafening quality.
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| explained to a friend that Paw Prints is a book about great dogs, not just my
dog, although Mac was truly some great dog. And as I've said many times, he
was certainly the dog of my life, and his friendship enriched and changed not just
my life, but the lives of everyone in our family. While the book is my attempt to
capture Mac’s remarkably and improbably wonderful story before it fades to past,

it’s also in many ways my story, too.

Because Mackie and | were happily and deliriously, joined-at-the-paw.

Amazing, | think, that | could learn so much from a guy that never said a word.

Paw Prints in My Heart is Mac’s story.

| think of it as my gift to our family and all of his friends, two and four-legged, that
had the pleasure and the privilege of knowing and being loved by this magnificent

old Labrador retriever.

It's my best attempt to capture and chronicle a remarkable life, the pain and
sadness of his passing, but most of all, his joyful impact upon us over what truly
was a most improbable life of fourteen years and a day. A reverent and grateful
tribute to a gentle and pure spirit that for me will always be a living reminder of a
loving friend in the very truest sense.

In every way, for me this book was a labor of love and joy to write. Parts will make
you laugh, and others may bring you to tears, so a tissue at times may be
advised. But | have the highest hopes that you’ll read it, enjoy it, and connect in

ways that only you can understand.

Maybe even share it with friends that might understand and pass it along, as a
comfort for a true friend they’ve lost, and for what they’ve experienced, and a way

for them to remember the laughter and happy times through their tears.



| hope that dog lovers everywhere read this book and see a bit of their dog in

Mac.

| hope that the non-dog lovers amongst us read this book and reconsider.

| hope that everyone has at least one dog of their life in their life.

My first novel Rush to Dawn, was, in many ways a love letter to my wife, Lynne.

This book, I'd like to believe, is a love letter from Mac to all of us.
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