
Paper Strip Piecing Raw Edged Applique - A
Quilter's Delight
Quilting is an art form that has been passed down through generations. From
traditional patchwork to contemporary designs, quilting techniques continue to
evolve. One such technique that has gained popularity is paper strip piecing raw
edged applique. This unique technique combines the precision of paper piecing
with the versatility of raw edged applique, resulting in stunning quilted creations.
In this article, we will dive deep into the world of paper strip piecing raw edged
applique, exploring its process, benefits, and the endless possibilities it offers to
quilters.

Understanding Paper Strip Piecing

Paper strip piecing is a quilting technique that involves sewing fabric strips onto a
foundation paper to create intricate designs. The foundation paper provides
stability and accuracy during the piecing process. By following a designated
pattern or template, quilters sew fabric strips one by one to the paper, ensuring
precise alignment. Once all the strips are sewn, excess fabric is trimmed,
revealing a beautifully pieced block. This technique allows quilters to achieve
complex designs with ease and accuracy.

The Magic of Raw Edged Applique

Raw edged applique is a technique where fabric pieces are stitched onto a
background fabric without turning the edges under. This method provides an edgy
and modern look to traditional quilting projects. By cutting fabric shapes without
seam allowances, they can be easily positioned and stitched onto the background
fabric with a straight stitch or a decorative stitch. The raw edges add texture and



dimension to the final quilted piece, making it a perfect choice for contemporary
and artistic quilts.
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Combining the Techniques

Paper strip piecing raw edged applique takes the best of both worlds and merges
them into a single technique. By using paper strip piecing as a foundation,
quilters can easily create complex shapes and designs. The paper serves as a
guide for accurate placement. Once the piecing is complete, the paper is
removed, leaving behind a block with perfectly aligned strips. Now, the raw edged
applique comes into play. By cutting fabric shapes with raw edges and placing
them strategically on the pieced block, quilters can add depth, texture, and pops
of color to their creations. The combination of these two techniques allows for
endless possibilities and stunning outcomes.

The Process of Paper Strip Piecing Raw Edged Applique

To embark on your paper strip piecing raw edged applique journey, gather the
following materials:
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Fabric strips in various colors

Foundation paper or template

Fabric for raw edged applique

Thread and sewing machine

Scissors or rotary cutter

Iron and ironing board

Pins or clips

Here is a step-by-step guide to get you started:

Step 1: Preparing the Foundation

Start by choosing a foundation paper or creating a template. If using a foundation
paper, print or draw the desired design onto it. Ensure the paper is sturdy enough
to withstand the sewing process. Trim excess paper if necessary. If working with
a template, trace it onto the foundation paper before continuing to the next step.

Step 2: Paper Strip Piecing

Select your fabric strips and lay them out in the desired order. Take the first strip
and place it right side up onto the paper, aligning it with the designated line or
area. Secure it with pins or clips. Place the second strip right side down on top of
the first strip, aligning the edges. Sew a straight stitch along the designated line
or seam allowance. Flip the second strip over, press it flat with an iron, and trim
any excess fabric. Repeat these steps for all the remaining strips, following the
pattern or design.

Step 3: Removing the Foundation Paper



Once all the strips are sewn onto the foundation paper, it's time to remove it.
Gently tear away the paper from the back of the pieced block, ensuring not to
damage the fabric strips. If some parts are difficult to remove, you can dampen
the paper slightly, making it easier to tear.

Step 4: Raw Edged Applique

Now it's time to add the raw edged applique. Select your fabric for applique and
cut desired shapes without seam allowances. Lay out these shapes on the pieced
block, experimenting with different arrangements until you find the desired
design. Once satisfied with the layout, pin or clip the shapes in place. Using a
straight stitch or a decorative stitch, sew along the edges of each fabric shape,
securing them to the pieced block.

Step 5: Finishing Touches

After completing the raw edged applique, it's time to add any finishing touches.
This can include additional quilting, embroidery, or embellishments to enhance
the overall design. Once you are satisfied with your creation, press it flat with an
iron, and your paper strip piecing raw edged applique masterpiece is ready to be
admired.

The Benefits of Paper Strip Piecing Raw Edged Applique

Paper strip piecing raw edged applique offers numerous benefits for quilters.
Firstly, it allows for intricate designs to be easily achieved with precise alignment.
The paper strip piecing technique ensures accuracy and reduces the chances of
misalignment or distortion. Additionally, raw edged applique adds texture and
depth to the quilted piece, creating visual interest and a modern aesthetic.
Quilters can experiment with endless fabric choices, colors, and layouts, making
each creation unique. Lastly, this technique is suitable for all skill levels, from
beginners to advanced quilters, offering a range of complexity levels to explore.



Paper strip piecing raw edged applique combines the best of both techniques to
offer quilters a unique and versatile way to express their creativity. The precise
piecing of fabric strips using foundation paper along with the edgy and modern
touch of raw edged applique produces stunning quilted pieces that stand out. So,
if you are a quilter looking to explore new techniques and push your creativity to
new heights, give paper strip piecing raw edged applique a try. The possibilities
are endless, and the results will leave you in awe!
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Let's make a Halloween Cat!!

Quilt Karma patterns are designed to be big and bold and to allow you to bring
your own unique, creative input. At Quilt Karma, we design patterns in new and
innovative ways to bring quilts to life, utilizing raw edged applique of scrap and
strip pieced paper patterns using fusible webbing. Patterns are simple enough for
the beginner, but allow advanced quilters to be as elaborately imaginative as they
desire. Detailed instructions are included with the pattern.
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Finished pattern design 12" x 10"

SUPPLIES NEEDED

Fat Quarter (18" x 21") of each of the following:
Background fabric * Backing Fabric * Batting
Scraps and Pieces for:
* Fusible Webbing * Strip Piecing
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The World
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Explore the breathtaking beauty of Scotland on
these three long distance walks!
Scotland is a country known for its stunning landscapes, dramatic cliffs,
crystal-clear lochs, and picturesque castles. From the majestic Highlands
to the charming villages,...

Secondhand Souls Novel by Christopher Moore
- A Whimsical Journey into the Afterlife
Are you ready for a quirky adventure filled with witty humor, supernatural
beings, and an unconventional perspective on the afterlife? Look no
further than...
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