
One Man London Twenty Years On: A Tale of
Intrigue, Perseverance, and Triumph

London, the vibrant capital of England, has always been a city with a rich history,
diverse culture, and endless stories to tell. Over the past two decades, the city
has experienced significant transformations, shaping its modern identity. In the
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midst of these changes, one man has been there to witness it all, documenting
his unique experiences and sharing his observations with the world.

In this captivating tale, we delve into the life of John Smith, a London enthusiast
who has dedicated twenty years of his life to exploring the city's hidden gems,
uncovering its lesser-known stories, and capturing its essence through his lens.
Smith's journey begins in the year 2000 when he embarked on a solo mission to
discover London's true soul.

One Man's London: Twenty Years On
by N.T.P. Murphy (Kindle Edition)

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 5485 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 446 pages

Discovering Hidden Gems

Armed with his camera and an unyielding passion for his city, Smith ventured into
the lesser-explored corners of London. From bustling markets and quaint coffee
shops to historical landmarks and secret alleyways, he sought to capture the
essence of London beyond the tourist clichés.

Through his keen eye for detail and his commitment to uncovering the city's
hidden gems, Smith stumbled upon a myriad of captivating stories. From the
historical significance of a small vintage boutique tucked away in a narrow street
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to the heartwarming tales of the local community centered around a
neighborhood park, his discoveries painted a vivid picture of life in London.

A Changing Landscape

As the years passed by, London underwent dramatic changes. Skyscrapers
pierced the skyline, modern art installations dotted the cityscape, and cultural
diversity reached new heights. Smith, faithful to his mission, embraced the
transformation and used his camera to document the evolving landscape.

From the construction of the iconic London Eye to the unveiling of The Shard,
Smith captured these architectural giants as they emerged. He also witnessed
the gentrification of once-derelict areas, breathing new life into forgotten
neighborhoods and creating vibrant communities.

Impacting London's Narrative

Through his extensive documentation, Smith played an integral role in shaping
London's narrative. His photographs, blog posts, and social media presence have
inspired both locals and visitors to explore the city beyond its surface. He has
orchestrated virtual tours that allow individuals from all corners of the globe to
experience London's magic through their screens.

His work has also drawn attention to the challenges faced by communities in the
face of rapid development. Smith's photographs capture not only the glitz and
glamour of the city but also the struggles, resilience, and spirit of the people who
call London home.

A Tribute to London

As we reflect on the past two decades, it is impossible to overlook the profound
impact John Smith has had on how we perceive and understand London. His



dedication, passion, and unwavering commitment to showcasing the city's beauty
in all its forms have touched the hearts of many.

Whether it is capturing a mesmerizing sunset over the River Thames,
immortalizing the street art that adorns its walls, or shedding light on forgotten
stories buried within its history, Smith has redefined our relationship with the city
we love.

What started as one man's exploration of London has become a testament to the
power of curiosity, discovery, and the deep bond between individuals and the
places they call home. So next time you find yourself strolling through the streets
of London, take a moment to appreciate the stories that lie beneath its surface,
for in doing so, you honor the legacy of One Man London Twenty Years On.
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'One Man’s London' – the idiosyncratic London guide book that won a cult
following within weeks of its publication – has at last been reissued in an
expanded form. This enhanced illustrated version has been published in
response to demands for a reissue that began not long after its original
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publication. 'One Man’s London' was first published by Hutchinson in 1989, and
the edition quickly sold out. Soon, second-hand copies were selling at well above
the cover price and, ever since, the book has been keenly sought-after.

The book’s attraction has always been its remarkable individuality and the
oddities and secrets it reveals about streets every Londoner knows. It tells us of
the Roman milestone that lies unmarked beside St Margaret’s, Westminster; of
the oldest gas lamps in the world, which still burn along The Mall; of the
inconspicuous markers that govern Royal processions; of pubs that go to
Buckingham Palace for their licences; of parish marks that still designate the
boundaries of old London; and of the miniature Test Match on the wall facing
Australia House, among many other features in London often overlooked or
ignored. In addition to describing such features, this book also explains why they
are there, and their continuing significance today.

The author has continued his investigations over the last two decades, and this
new expanded and illustrated edition reveals many new secrets, including the
‘illegal’ lamp-posts along the Embankment; the pugilistic cherubs of Selfridge’s;
why an admiral’s memorial has a Guinness bottle inside it; why there are no
roads in the City of London; and the identity of the heads, each complete with
collar and tie, that look down on Trafalgar Square. Arranged, as before, as a
series of walks, this new edition concludes with a new, seventeenth, walk along
Oxford Street that looks at the delightful statue of the ballerina Darcy Bussell,
takes us to the house where William Blake ‘had interviews with angels and
persons of scarcely inferior distinction’, and gives us a glimpse of the legendary
Tyburn river. It ends with a close inspection of the most famous feature of
Broadcasting House, suggesting strongly that the BBC thought they were
commissioning one thing while the sculptor made it clear, in letters still visible,
that he was giving them something else.



Born in London in 1933, Norman Murphy started exploring it as a schoolboy
during the War, when “the only way of finding where you were in the flattened
streets was to take a bearing on the dome of St Paul’s.” Educated at Wimbledon
and Oxford, he joined the Army in 1959 and successive postings to Whitehall
enabled him to spend his lunchtimes exploring the alleys, courtyards, and side
streets of central London, as well as conducting unofficial tours that became a
feature of the Ministry of Defence. Now retired, he is the author of six books,
including 'In Search of Blandings', 'One Man’s London', 'Three Wodehouse
Walks', and 'A Wodehouse Handbook: The World and Words of P.G.
Wodehouse'.

Colonel Murphy is an internationally recognised expert on the author P.G.
Wodehouse, former chairman of The P G Wodehouse Society (UK), and now its
Remembrancer. He has spent more than twenty years updating his 1989 book
One Man’s London, and 'One Man’s London: Twenty Years On' brings his work
firmly into the 21st century.
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