
New Zealand Photo Journal 18: Cycling
Rainbow Crossing - A Captivating Journey
through Nature's Color Palette
The vibrant land of New Zealand is known for its breathtaking landscapes and
awe-inspiring natural wonders. From lush green forests to snow-capped
mountains, this country never fails to captivate the hearts of adventurers and
nature enthusiasts. In this edition of the New Zealand Photo Journal, we take you
on an enthralling cycling journey through a colorful wonderland – the famous
Cycling Rainbow Crossing.

Exploring the Cycling Rainbow Crossing

Located on the picturesque South Island of New Zealand, the Cycling Rainbow
Crossing is a hidden gem that offers an exhilarating experience for both amateur
and seasoned cyclists. This enchanting route spans across diverse terrains,
providing a perfect blend of challenging trails and mesmerizing scenery.

The journey begins at the foothills of the Southern Alps, where you'll be greeted
by snow-capped peaks and crystal-clear streams. As you pedal along, be
prepared to be surrounded by an explosion of colors – from the vibrant
wildflowers that adorn the meadows to the spectacular autumn foliage that paints
the landscape in rich hues of red, orange, and gold.
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One of the highlights of the Cycling Rainbow Crossing is the mesmerizing ride
through the dense beech forests, where sunlight filters through the canopy,
creating a magical ambiance. The trail meanders through towering trees, offering
glimpses of native birds and wildlife along the way.

Capturing the Magic through Photography

If you're a photography enthusiast, the Cycling Rainbow Crossing presents
endless opportunities to capture stunning shots. From wide-angle landscape
photography to macro shots of delicate flowers, every corner of this cycling route
offers a picture-perfect moment waiting to be snapped.

As you traverse through the ever-changing landscape, make sure to carry your
camera equipment and take advantage of the diverse lighting conditions. Sunrise
and sunset hours are particularly magical, casting a warm glow over the
surroundings and creating ethereal silhouettes.

Don't forget to pause at the iconic viewpoints along the way – each offering a
unique perspective of the surrounding beauty. From panoramic vistas atop scenic
lookouts to hidden waterfalls nestled in secluded corners, these spots are sure to
leave you in awe of New Zealand's natural wonders.
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Remember to respect the environment and be mindful of any restrictions or
guidelines related to photography in certain areas. Leave nothing but footprints
and carry the essence of this picturesque journey through your lens.

Best Time to Cycle the Rainbow Crossing

The ideal time to embark on the Cycling Rainbow Crossing adventure depends
on the experience you seek and the weather conditions you prefer. New Zealand
offers different cycling experiences throughout the four seasons, each with its
own unique charm.

Spring (September-November): This season brings the vibrant colors of
wildflowers, blossoming trees, and baby animals. The weather is mild, making it a
pleasant time for cycling. However, be prepared for occasional rain showers.

Summer (December-February): The warmest months of the year showcase New
Zealand in full glory. With longer daylight hours, you'll have ample time to explore
at your own pace. However, be prepared for crowded trails due to the popularity
of this season.

Autumn (March-May): As the leaves change colors, the landscape transforms into
a mesmerizing tapestry of reds, oranges, and yellows. The weather is cooler, and
the trails are less crowded, providing a peaceful and serene experience.

Winter (June-August): While the trails may be quieter during winter, it is essential
to be well-prepared for colder temperatures and potential snowfall in higher
elevations. This season is recommended for experienced and well-equipped
cyclists.

Essential Gear and Safety Considerations



Before embarking on the Cycling Rainbow Crossing, it is crucial to have the right
gear and prioritize your safety. Here are some essentials to consider:

Bike and Helmet: Choose a reliable mountain bike suitable for off-road
adventures. Make sure it is well-maintained and the correct size for your
comfort. A well-fitted helmet is a must to protect your head during any
unforeseen events.

Protective Gear: Wear appropriate protective gear, such as knee and elbow
pads, to minimize the risk of injuries.

Navigation: Carry a detailed map or use a GPS device to navigate through
the trails. Familiarize yourself with the route beforehand to avoid getting lost.

Repair Kit: Pack a basic repair kit, including spare tubes, a pump, tire
levers, and a multi-tool. This will come in handy for any unexpected
mechanical issues during your journey.

Snacks and Hydration: Carry sufficient water to keep yourself hydrated
throughout the ride. Pack energy-rich snacks to fuel your body and maintain
your energy levels.

Weather Protection: Be prepared for changing weather conditions by
carrying appropriate clothing layers, including a rain jacket and warmer
clothing for cooler temperatures.

Safety Awareness: Follow all safety guidelines and ensure you are visible to
others on the trail, especially during low light conditions. Be mindful of other
cyclists, hikers, and wildlife.

By prioritizing safety and being well-prepared, you can fully immerse yourself in
the captivating experience that the Cycling Rainbow Crossing offers.



The New Zealand Photo Journal 18 takes you on an unforgettable journey
through the Cycling Rainbow Crossing. Embrace the fusion of adventure and
natural beauty as you pedal your way through vibrant meadows, enchanting
forests, and majestic mountain landscapes. Capture the magic through your lens
and create memories that will last a lifetime. Whether you're an avid cyclist or a
photography enthusiast, this colorful cycling route promises to be a thrilling and
captivating experience you won't want to miss.
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Come join me for this 50-image photo journal as I cycle and hike across New
Zealand. In this 18th volume I will be cycling through the desolate alpine valleys
of the Rainbow Crossing to Hanmer Springs. We will be pedaling for three days
against ice-cold headwinds, across hand-numbing corrugated-rough gravel
roads, while battling fierce sandflies at our campsites, and then being rewarded
with a soak in the Hanmer Hot Springs. I hope you enjoy these images and travel
thoughts as much as I did photographing them and living the adventure.
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